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Constantinople, 1806.

v Dorixe my absence in Russia, his Ex-

0@ cellency Mr. Arbuthnot, our new ambas-

é \ sador at the Porte, arrived in Constanti-

) A nople; yesterday he had his audience
VOL. 1L B
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with the Sultan, which, as the mode of
conducting it was somewhat singular,
I shall describe to you.

Yesterday morning, by five o’clock, the
whole of the British at the time in Con-
stantinople repaired to the palace of the
Swedish envoy, where his Excellency our
ambassador waited for them, to proceed
to his audience with the Sultan: before
six the whole procession was in motion ;
the ambassador was carried in a chair by
six men in red robes, with high hairy

caps on their heads; on each side of %&

chair walked one of his Excell

armed attendants, namely, his h and
his sportsman ; the chair was % ed by
another, which was empty then by
the secretaries, dragomeg, gentlemen
and factors, who happened to be then in

the country. %
In this %&er we proceeded to the
water sidg albTophana, where boats were

Q>

i pal

A

CONSTANTINOPLE

s
provided for us by order of@orte, to

carry us across to the Go orn, where
when we arrived, w d horses from
the stud of the S aiting to convey
us to the seraglie Safter some little cere-
monies we ag** set forward for the
Sublime CN«'; before entering it, we all
alighted,. d proceeded onward between
the ; the outer and inner ones were

n shut, and information was sent to

e Divan, that an infidel ambassador was

'0 without, who wished to throw himself at

the feet of the Great Sultan. The place
in which we were inclosed is that where
criminals are decapitated, and where the
heads of traitors are exposed for the satis-
faction of the Sultan. After a short time
the inner gate was thrown open, and an
exhibition truly novel presented itself; a
great number of dishes of pillau and cakes
of bread were strewed on the ground at
appropriate distances, which, at a signal
given, a troop of janizaries ran in in the
nimblest manner, and carried off. On

B2
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enquiry, I found that this grotesque spec-
tacle was intended to shew to us infidels
in what manner the Turkish troops are
fed, and also how active they are.

At length we were permitted to ad-
vance, and after crossing an exterior court
of the seraglio, arrived at the entrance of
the divan, near the door of which were
exposed on the ground the presents brought
by the ambassador, in order to gain or
secure the friendship of the Turks;

cloth, some of rich silk, a table clock,

amongst these were several pieces of ﬁnS V

many other articles.

Here his Excellency pres is cre-
dentials to the Vizir, w some gen-
tlemen of the long ro them to the
Sultan to know his l@ure. The interval
between this an&amval of the answer

was employ us in examining and

admxrm agmﬁcence of the apart«
ment ich we were, and which was

coxs'mn'rmopx.n. 5

f and co-
gated marble,

richly gilt and painted on
lumns; the ﬂoorwas
around the room sophas covered
with costly stuw the middle of the
side opposite door, upon a cushion
more elevated *than the rest, sat the
Vizir; xhis head we observed the
little ndow covered by a thick grating,
it is said the Sultan sits to hear
%at passes on occasions of this kind. It
as evident to perceive through the
grating that some person sat there, but
conjecture alone could lead us to conclude
that it was Selim.

A gracious answer from the Sultan at
length arrived, which was received with
a shout of “ Long live the King of Kings,
Selim the Sultan of Sultans.” Here every
one arose, even his Highness the Vizir
slipt from his throne, and met the bearer
half way to the door; the order was de-
livered into his hands, he first kissed it,
then placed it to his forehead, Kissed it
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again, and then, and not till then, pre-
sumed to break the seals; the order was
to feed, wash, and clothe the infidels, and
then admit them to his presence. Ina
short time, some little stools were arranged
in different parts of the divan, on the top
of which were placed large trays of gold
and silver, about four feet diameter, and
of a circular form, from which we were to
be fed at the expense of the Turks. A
most sumptuous entertainment was served
up; first, a kind of blancmanger, next,

different kinds of roasted and baked mea%

sweetmeats followed, and to conclude;
delicious cooling sherbet was d

round in gold and silver basons&

We experienced one&bous want at

this feast, for we were no urnished either

with knife or fo%%ﬁ were obliged to

tear in pieces W er was set before us;
for the arti a liquid kind, spogns of
tortoise—sh%, studded with gold, wefa

handét\a‘ﬁs. 23 gl e

CONSTANTINOPLE. & )

The eating part of the fa ing over,
perfumed water was po n the hands
of his Excellency, 2 napkin of rich
embroidery was n to him to wipe
them with; h arther perfumed with
aloes wood and ambergri

b D

TPe sual ceremony of paying the jani-

z%xh es place in general after this part
e audience, but his Excellency had,

quppose, expressed himself sufficiently

satisfied of the riches of tlie Sultan, and
it was dispensed with.

I happened to be in Constantinople at
a former period, when two senators of
Ragusa came to pay their tribute to the
Porte, and was present at their audience,
when the usual entertainment for the am-
bassadors, of paying the janizaries, was
gone through, a description of which may
perhaps amuse you. On quitting the
divan, the senators and suite were con-
ducted to a place in the court immediately
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opposite to the doorof it, where seats were
prepared for their reception; the servants
of the Porte then brought outa number
of leathern purses, which were strewed on
the ground, and supposed to contain the
pay of one company ; the colonel of the
company then gave the word, upon
which the men came running forward,
snatched up the purses, and carried them
to some other quarter, where they divided
them; this they repeated again and again:

10

at the audience of the Ragusans it lasted
upwards of an hour and a half; at th '

of Lord Elgin, this farce continued s{%)
hours, when his Lordship, with j

J -
dignation, declared, that if it w&on—

cluded immediately, he y@ return

home. @

We were now Wzd to a kind of
open room unde@iazzas, where coffee
was served, here the infidels were

clothed in manner suitable to their
makin&ﬁ appearance before the sub-

i

coxsunnnornn.ob 4]

lime Sultan; this dress ¢
lisses; that of his E
with samour, worth

d of pe-

cy was lined
all sum; those
for the secreta 'dere very good; the
dragomen, w@enerally take care of
themselvesg hgving in some measure the
arrange of this part of the business,

pved with a pelisse each, little
r to that of the ambassador; the

were
. @
infe

éﬁlers were of trifling value.

To the presence of the Sultan only four-
teen can be admitted, and they must be un-
armed ; so here his Excellency, and those
who wore swords, unbuckled: we now
passed to the gate of the second court,
where we encountered the first guard of
eunuchs. This guard was composed of
the ugliest monsters that ever wore the
human form; their features were hor-
rible, with the flesh depending from
them; their faces were of the most

deadly hue. Fach infidel was now



10 LETTER XXIIIL

adorned with two eunuchs, who laid a
paw on each shoulder, to signify when he
was to bend before the King of Kings, and
also to prevent outrage in his presence;
in this manner we promenaded the second
court, and were soon ushered into the
august presence.

The Sultan was sitting on a bed, for
his throne has the appearance of a large
four-posted bed, indeed it is exactly of

that shape; the posts were inlaid with
precious stones; the cushion on whic %é

Selim sat was composed of a massy

broidery of pearls; before him s@hls
boots, beside him lay his sword, some

turbans of state with rich& ttes in

them. @

Selim isa man of Y,fony-three years
of age, hlS : become grisly, his

countenance ctive, the tout ensemble

of his sl%; omy benign; he never

him, which the P. arwze, first dra-
goman at the te, translated to the
Vizir, who repéated it to the Sultan; he
made lis oly in simple, kind, and
elegant presslons, it was likewise
$ to the Vizir, who passed it to the

ince, who then repeated it to the British

ompany’s dragoman, and he to the
ambassador. Our audience.being finished,
we turned to depart, still in our humi-
liating condition, like criminals; the Sul-
tan, just as we were leaving the room,
desired the dragoman to inform his Ex-
cellency, that he had ordered him a horse,
which he hoped would turn out a good
one: his Ixcellency thanked him, and
we departed. A strong guard of jani-
zaries attended during the whole of the
procession.

Our return from the audience was
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nearly the same as our entry. We passed
over the outward court of the seraglio,
and without the Porte found our horses
in waiting, where we had left them. Aswe
crossed the water, several British and
Maltese vessels saluted us; indeed they
had done so in the morning. We con-
ducted the ambassador to the Swedish
palace, and were refreshed with lemonade,
sweet cakes, &c.: the party then broke
; up to meet again at Tarapea, the residence
of Mr. Arbuthnot, where we were in-

a ball.

The audience upon the whﬁ was
e

grand, and came up in a g asure
to my expectations. It wéumlhatmg,
to be sure, to be kept prisoners so
long in that homble? the Porte, and
had we underst he language, the

being tleategﬁ “infidel” at every
corner Wou%, ve been insufferable. But

@ General Stewart, with delight and A
O enthusiasm.  They highly. respect the

vited to dinner. In the evening we ha% X

CONSTAN TINOPLE

the manners of the Turk ery stage
of the business, was y and kind.
They have a gre rd for the Eng-
lish than for an er nation, both for

those in the gulshed employments,
and for t &!rcantile part of them: ever

since the fair of Egypt, they talk o%
Nelspmy'Sir Sidney, their old acquaintance;
1‘% they will tell you they have seen,z”"&

-
mercantile world, and say the word of an

Englishman is as good as any other man’s
writing, who is not a mussulman.

The dinner at Tarapea consisted of all
that taste could display, or the appetite
desire;; the rarities of the season were
washed down in libations of the choicest
wines; the party was elegant, but not
gay. We were deprived by her indispo-
sition of the presence of the amiable and
beautiful ambassadress; the sickness of



14 LETTER XXI1I.

his beloved consort threw a gloom
over his Excellency, who, mnotwith-
standing, strove to appear cheerful :
in the evening, however, we found
her adorning the drawing-room, where
were also the ambassadors of the other
missions and their ladies, with most of
the ladies and gentlemen attached to
them, who had been invited to pay their
court on this occasion. According to the
ecastern custom, coffee and sweetmeats
were served up, and the ball commenced

by those who chose to dance leading theirQ)

partners to the hall, where a band
music was playing.  Rooms “'(-K e-
pared for those who chose to ple ards.

During the evening, ices ax ‘monade-

were handed round ; the continued
with much vivacity il some hours

after midnight, w le party returned

to their respectj% mes.
The 12' o?"%shone bright, and shed 2

charming lustre over ' tl
crowned with the gloo
most death-like still
canal, interrupted y the fall of the
oar, which beat Wit agreeable cadence to
the breast ﬂ?ch had been agitated
with the %&ce, or with some softer

vmotia@ﬁr the scene of the evening
uﬂ‘q%le a rich display of beauty.

press; the

O The contrast was striking between

the elegant simplicity of the English
dress, and the gaudy shew of the
Grecian.  Her Excellency was attired
in a plain, but costly suit; the other
ladies were decked out in rich furred
gowns of silver, gold, or rich silk
stuffs, and all the family diamonds
were displayed on this occasion, stuck
on without either art or elegance.

T'he ambassador appeared in the
evening in the Windsor uniform ; his
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dress in the morning was rich em-
broidery. The gentlemen of the .other
missions wore the uniform of their re-
spective Courts.

CONSTANTINOPLE.

Y,,l ;4
N

LETTE&&&%.
N
Q,_

Turkish acter.—Manners.— Mode of
Prayer®-Respect to Senmiority—~Cha-
rgcédn tontrasted with that of other Men.

omen.—Mode of Dress.— Men—
@ress in general.— Longevity.— Respect
to a particular class of People.

Constantinople, 1806.

Txe Turkish character has been fre-
quently delineated, and is actually but
little known. The Turks are represented
as brutal, barbarous, and ferocious; in
some respects [ must confess tney are so,
but these bad qualities arise from two
causes: first, their religion, which absurdly
makes them regard all those who are not

Mussulmen, as infidels, next, their having
VOL. II. c



18 LETTER XXIV.

constantly under their eyes the subtle Jew,
and the perfidious Greek, both of whom,
from their knavery, they are led to despise
and hate; the few Franks whom they see
exclusive of them, they regard with the
same contempt. Now that the Europeans
begin to be better known, they speak of
our heroes with rapture, and of our mer-
chants as men of faith.

But excepting this haughtiness of car-
riage, of which they can seldom divest
themselves, the Turks are generous, hu-
mane, which their law teaches them to be,
and very charitable; they in general
what good they can during their life,
many of them, at their death, Ieav é&
sums for benevolent purposes.

Now that learning be %&e diffused
throughout the empxr s to be hoped
that many of thel ts will be buried

‘with their ig noz@

P "l-‘l\"n XY w gt

T cemarrt

CONSTANTINOPLE.

The slaves in Turkey are h(&
good looking ; slavery in thl ry, s
much dreaded by the m round, is
nothing to what they @ selves inflict.
The Turks will not that in otler
countries, slaves
to work beneat}

riven out like cattle
rching sun, and that
on their retuf othey are fed with a rotten
herring ; fmbare idea of this would shock
them.&'_y are strict, and at times even
putiistbtheir slaves with death, when they
@ t it, but they seldom or nevér inflict
ain when it is avoidable ; and it is to be
hoped that they will never take example

by our enlightened Britons in the western
world.

To the brute creation they pay what
may be called a foolish attention, and
carry it even to the extreme of absurdity :
of this the innumerable quantity of dogs
in their streets furnishes a striking exam-
ple: each of these dogs belongs to one
particular person, but they are fed by all




<20 LETTER XXI1V.

and they seem to know that the Turks are
their friends, for they bark at, and molest

_¢_2~every body else, _Cats are also great fa-

vourites with the Turks. Their horses,
asses, and oxen, all look better than those
in any other country. They are likewise
partial to birds,and have a great veneration
for some particular kinds of them, which
they treat with great tenderness.

The manners of the Orientals are soft
and seducing: the Turkish salute is elegant
and expressive; they lay their right hand
on the heart, raise it to the lips, and then
to the forehead, meaning to say that th
heart, the lips, and the head, or the @

of knowledge, are at your devotion. O

The mode of prayer a & € Turks

is solemn and devout, an lave men-
tioned before, without the¥east tincture of
Pharisaical pride i though their de-
votions are freq performed in the
open air, an e midst of a multitude.

QS’

CONSTANTINOPLE. el

They pray with their faces tow&ecca,
as Daniel did of old, with hi ard Je-

rusalem. The first part i d standing,
with the hands lift ; they then
kneel, kiss the grou d touch it several
times with their ds; afterwards they
sit on their kr€es,” and pray and chaunt;

previous toﬁ; they wash their feet, hands,
and face.

§tmctlon of rank seems, in a great

@ sure, unknown among them, except-
O that attached to those who are officers

of state; and the utmost submission and
respect are paid to those who have the
seniority in age, not only by their family,
but by the people in general.

An elder brother is considered asa supe-
rior, and has, on all occasions, the prefer-
ence. When I was last at Smyrna, as I
was taking a walk, I met the Musalim go-
.ing out to meet his brother, who was coma
Ing to pay a visit to that part of the coun-
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try. The Musalim was much the greater
man of the two; he was possessed ot influ-
ence and riches ; his brother wasa man of
rather a low station in life, and came with
only one armed servant as a_guide, but he
The Musalim
had a guard of tweive horsemen; when
he came near his brother he dismounted
from his horse, as did al-o the whole

was several years older.

of his guards; he approached with respect,
and kissed his brother’s hand, who then
made him re-mount, and they rode side by
side to town. It is generally said, that if
the father is dead, the younger brothe
serves the elder at table, but this T do $
believe; where I had an nppnrtu Q())f
obwnm r, slaves were the atte

The Turks have many $ nd some
are vindictive and hrul.? 1t bad men are
to be found in eve ntry ; they, are,
however, fast e m from that state of
darkness whi
their err

as been the nursery of
is not to be wondered at,

.

2 "'n-

CONSTANTINOPLE. 23

that people surrounded by, % an%
those artful wretches, the nd Greeks;

which is the case wit urks, ShOUld%
be haughty and s ilious; this is uniw
versal in every ry under similar cir-
cumstances. will any one say thatW—
the Turks ar¢ worse than many of ou

count who have spent a few years u/
the We Indles with this difference, that
b&url\s have always the same abject
conduct before their eyes, whereas, ou
countrymen have been in general educate
in a religion, of which humanity and hu-
mility are the leading principles: under a
government where oppression is punish-" "
able: and in a society, where the brutal""
manners which they acquire abroad, are
abhorred and despised. The Turk passesﬂ:;;
his leisure hours in his Haram, enjoying .
soft music, the elegant dance, and all th
sweets of love. The West Indian spends
his leisure hours in drunkenness, and in
the gratification of the most beastly sen-

oo B, Tt




2 LETTER XXIV,

suality ; his heart, which was once tender,
becomes obdurate and cruel: the mind,
once cultivated and raised to the admira-
tion of God and his works, becomes cal-
Jous, and returns to a state worse than that
of nature; his God is neglected, and his
fellow-creatures despised ; he becomes des-
picable himseilf, and thinks that all menare
so likewise,

From a point of religion, the women in
Turkey have their fuces covered; no man,
but their husband or master, if they are

slaves, is allowed to see them; inde%

their whole figure is concealed, bein
veloped in a loose cloak calied a If
which sweeps the ground;
clothed with three pje_ces! % slin, one
comes over the eyes an to the point
of the nose; the seco vers the chin
and ears, and han over the neck ;
and the third j wn loosely over the
¢ chin, and falls over the

CONSTANTINOPLE.
shoulders; the linibs and fe shrouded
in long trowsers, to whi Q sewed a sort
of boots of yeliow le&nd on the feet
they wear slipperaé rather sandals, as
they consist @ a sole, and an upper
part just s% t to hold the toes.

@ﬂ'klsh fair are said to be very
amoro

before their tyrants, however,

set a strict watch over their conduct,

but [ have more than once seen a beautiful
Circassian shew her face when none buta
christian was near; and were not the laws
put in execution so rigidly in Turkey, they
would find many admirers among the
Franks; but on the detection of any amour
with an infidel, the woman is tied in a sack

and thrown into the sea, aund her lover is
beheaded, -«

When a Turkish lady is pretty, she en-
deavours, by every art, to heighten her
beauty; they paint the cheeks, the eye-
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lashes, and eye-brows; they have fine
teeth, as they eat nothing which can in-
jure them, and they keep them clean by
chewing mastic. If we may judge of them
by the men, they must be very handsome;
these are in general well made, they have
fine limbs, and justly proportioned bodies;
they have good faces, which are hidden be-

neath their dark beards and whisEerg, and

LETTER XXIV.

[ The easy dress of the Turks must be
very conducive to health, they have no-
thing tight about them ; their clothes hang
from the shoulder, or are fastened

the middle with a girdle or sha@ir
shirts, which are made of a so@ rape,
have neither collar nor w '&nd; they

71 %ﬁr nothing round the and as their
rowsers, which are

ably loose, are
sewed to their yel leather boots, or
stockings, theysh

no bandage round the
knee, 0

PR S—

they have fimefull %./-j £ %
R Apen A 2 7 fre b i

v.

:»4‘;“

CONSTA gTINZP E.

The only absurdity in the sh dress,

is the tarban, which is t convenient, ¢

in whatever shape it% ; itis argued,

howcver, from thw mitting to wear &
this incumbra or such a length of
time, that

mate makes it necessary

to kecpg; cad warm. [ may affirm,

withofig eXaggeration, that some of these “
turhapsare as heavy as halfﬁn English' .

red weight, & Leoborrn &4
vens ¥ 7 /A‘ 2 M as
There are frequent inStances of longe-
vity in Turkey; an hundred, or even one
hundred and ten years, is no uncommon
age  'The people live sparingly, and com-
mit no excess, either in eating or drinking.
Women with child are held in very great
respect by the Turks. From the fineness
of the climate they frequently dine in the
open air; and if by chance a female passes
by whilst they are eating, she is immedi-
ately invited to partake with them; in case
of her refusal, lest she should be with child,
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and her offspring endangered by her long-
ing for something which she may have
seen at the table, a slave is immediately
dispatched to follow her, and a portion of
every dish is set apart, and sent after her,
of which she is humbly intreated to
accept.

CONSTANTINOPLE. 20
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LETT L;§&V
Danger o&gas'elling near Constantinople.
—A@matfun of @ German Courier.—

.Wzry and murder of Mr. Wood and
w Janizary—Escape of his Greek Ser-

e% vant.—Instance of attachment in his

Dog. — Particulars respecting British
Couriers in Turkey.

Constantinople, 1806.

I wave now to address you on a very
melancholy subject, as it falls to my lot
to communicate to you the distressing
news of the'death of our friend Wood.

For some time past the roads round
Constantinople have been very unsafe for
travelling, without a strong guard; for
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which reason the post for Christendom
has gone by the Black Sea to Varna, near
the mouth of the Danube, and from
thence by land to Bukharest, and so on
into Germany.

A very few weeks ago, a German cou-
rier was attacked and assassinated at
about two days’ journey trom hence,
and not many days ago, our consul at
Patras, on the Adriatic Sea, had a very
narrow escape, for he was pursued by
banditti, and got ciear only by his horses

being better than theirs; this happene%

just about the same distance from C@
stantinople, near to a village

Chorley. -
&

Our poor friend Woo% S going to
England with dispalch@ om Mr. Ar-

buthnot, and at theYsame pace was at-
tacked, plunde&nd murdered. You
will perhaps (f8/to hear the particulars

of luis deatll: Yie took leave of his friends

«2\?
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\, dbout the dis-

lling from this
1 above mentioned,
who informed ow he had been chased
the day before, and advised him if he was
determyj &'to proceed forward, to take
a strong éuard with him from the next
vi : a guard is easily to be had at all
imes, and for this the Aga, or chief man

out on his journey; w
tance of two days
city, he met the

at Constantinople on the &nesday
night, and on the followi;é roing set

éof the district is responsible. Mr. Wood

unhappily not availing himself of the
good advice of the consul, quitted the
village unguarded, proposing to keep by
a caravan of sheep which was powerfully
attended.

With this caravan he travelled a short
time, but finding it proceeded too slowly,
he urged the janizary to push on; the janie
zary remonstrated, and represented the dan-
ger they might incur in case of their going
forward alone, but poor Wood, zealous in
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the service in which he was embarked,
lost his temper, and even horsewhipped
him. The proud janizary, thinl'(ing that
his courage was calied in question, needed
no further argument: he said, “ Well,
well, if you are not afraid of your life,
neither am I of mine;” and spurring up
his horse, they advanced at a quick pace.

About half an hour’s ride on this side
of the next village where they were to
halt, they discovered eight men on horse-
back advancing toward them; the guide
knew them at once to be the robbers, and
flight was proposed whilst it was in thej
pewer, but this proposal was overrul
another to strike out of the hig d,
and if they should be followed
who were approaching quic
might conclude they wer icious cha-
racters. This plan adopted ; they
were soon pursueé% soon overtaken,
made prisoners, carried into a deep
valley by t ers, who then began to

QS’
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first di-
le cash they
to a partition

examine into their booty;
vided amongst them w
could find, then pn
of the different s poor Wood was
carrying as ¢ ies and presents to his
friends in Britain ; during all this
time he l&t supplying them with cold
tonguem shrub, which latter he gave
themde’ drink in abundance, in the hope

hftoxicating them. The dispatches

@ ey cared little about, and even appeared

to have no intention of taking any lives:
they began to tear his firmans in pieces,
upon which he, poor fellow, imprudently
interfered, saying one of them was a letter
to their Aga, and he would make them
repent of it; on hearing this, as if electri-
fied, they mounted their horses, and say~
ing something among themselves, one of
them tarned and shot Wood through the
throat, while he was in the act of drinking
a good journey to hims: the ball entered
below his ear, and came out at the other
side.

VOL. II. D
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Thus died one of the best of young
men, the admiration of his acquaintance,
and the delight of his relations. He and
I were intimate for a long time, and 1 felt
his loss like that of a brother. The guide
seeing what had happened, rode off, for
the robbers never made him dismonnt.
The fate of the janizary was dreadful; he
was fired at and wounded; he begged
hard for his life, but one of the wretches
dismounted, put his knife into_his throat,

and literally laid his body open. ne/2 ,ﬁ
- —

Wood’s servant, a young Greek, h:%%

sronderful escape ; after his master’s & 4
several shots were fired at hi he
ran into a pond of water, an own in

it as though he had been killed. W

When the villains r?gone, the poor
lad came out of ater, and drew near
to the dead of his master and the

janizary ; e same time he descried
the carasan they had so imprudently
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quitted in the morning. H @and com-
municated the dreadful gs, begging
for assistance ; but t %udent people,
knowing the wat ess of the Turks
in this part of untry, declined going
near the bodi ut advised the youth to
accompanfi them to the village, to which
he agre@‘and on the morning following
Te with some of the Aga’s people,
%xd\a Greek priest to bury the dead.

Oa On his return; he found the bodies as

he had left them, as also the clothes of
his unfortunate master, which, as they
were in the European fashion, were of
no use to the thieves; the poor janizary
was stripped to the shirt; Mr. Wood’s
coat; buttons, which they had mistaken
for gold, were cut off. The lad was of
opinion that the dispatches were left by
the robbers when the catastrophe hap-
pened ; now nothing of them was to be
found but one of the seals, which had
- { mRu
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been torn off; many other concomitant | measures to put a stop t°$ nfamous
circumstances led him to believe that they oceedings, and.t/oes
had paid another visit. Ccao ate S

Wood, lay howling by the dead body of

his mast %en the party went to bury

L him : three times they brought this faith-
' ful agfimial to the village, and as often did
return to the grave: on going in search

young man for some days; the latter
found means to get a letter conveyed to
his Excellency : immediately a Tartar was
dispatched from the Porte, who arrived
just in time to save the lives of the two
survivors of the unfortunate party. In > him once more, for the last time, they
some of the servants of the Aga they had 0 found he had made a hole in the ground,
dicererad v S dedts ol Gl kst to rest himself by the side of his master.

panions, and having said so, they weré\ The young Greek, on returning with the
clapped into prison, and to preven Tartar to Constantinople, passed ncar the
. ’ . . 0
discovery, it was thought they wo &e spot to pay a parting visit to the dog ; he
been dispatched, under the py that | found him still there, and threw him a
A

few loaves to keep him alive. This dog

by A spanicl, whic
The Aga detained the guide and the L his departure, he

MM afterwards appeared at the door of his
Tehis asserte & that thid outhiless Agws master's former habitation in Constanti
Z“,',“A/l . o le, worn almgst to_a shado Za
are associated with t?robbers and that e A S’ L
ormerly, men hi oﬁice}t the “Porte / M 80 4 Ao 2

shared in th It is to be hoped, . I have ho.e‘n'd it maintained, 'that %JW\-
however, g.%(he Sultan Wlll soon take ritish courier need never hesitate ;
oo N S ~ /v;'m A A//l % (7 welden,
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travel in Turkey, that is, from hence The British government , I under-
into Christendom, our government making stand, about 450l for er, whereas
such a liberal allowance, that any number the expense seldom er exceeds 1501
of guards necessary can be paid for; and this sum is there mithout doubt, al-
each Aga being responsible for the guards lowed in ordel& rovide against such
he sends, it is contended, that he will accidents as those which have formed the
always give an escort equal to the subject prresent letter. | 3
danger, > /Z” /{p M
N : ‘. 3 \ i x g

A gentleman high in office here assured A ﬁ)
me, that he came to Constarntinopléwaf e ‘A ) < Z/( i )
time when it was reported that the road vy : W

was much infested with banditti; he . ‘d%‘/
brought only a letter from one Aga to Vo7 4“4)4% 4
another, requesting him to fumish(@ Bty
necessary guards ; at~some.p95tg;@ W W(?
but one; at one, however, he ty,
and they once espied a ba I‘S& ngen, W/W 9’5
nearly their own numbe %om they % > ¢
knew to be robbers, and’@saﬁ‘ed #or an_, M
attack accordingly ; butsdyis troop changed 5 Z -
its course, when tl ﬂk\thayhad, 4
hard blows to e%@
&



Death of the Valida. -—B y what occaszoned

Processions —Tombs. —Smgu[ar Notion
of the Turks.

S M/é@

reigning Sultan, died here lately;

was advanced in years, and ha erly
been a slave; she was lepres y all
who had access to her, asg an pos-
sessed of many good qu & and dearly
beloved by all her fnen and domestics;
she was all her % Spected of being a

Christian, bu shewed no token of
Selim was much at-

this at har%
tached t s nother, and her loss seemed

to aﬁgc@nm deeply: a short time before

se Report respecting it— Funeral

:"

F ue Valida, or Queen-mother of @v

i

%e him out for destruction; but theW
were disappointed.  This treasurer wa ’

\ag
Q$ a1

CONsTANTIN%
her dissolution  she or him, and

protection to all
tan kept his word;

tal affection for her, and %
against all interest of the seraglio,
suppqx}hcr friendsZ“Her treasurer, in £~A¢

particulir, was an object of dislike to

e court, and every one had markW

made him promis
her favorites ;
he evinced hi

very rich, and had for a’length of tim
been an intriguing fellow, who, fromW
the influence of the Valida, had great in-
terest with the Sultan, as he could refuse

his mother nothing. %,“ AL o

e death of this Sultana was in a
great measure occasioned by her own
imprudence, although from a complica-
tion of diseases she could not have lived
much longer. By her folly in eating what
was strictly prohibited, and not keeping
a regimen until it was too late, wearied
nature was overcome by obstinacy, and
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she‘wa selzed with an intermitting fever,
which terminated her days. Her doctor,
with whom I am on the most intimate
footmg, has often told me, that frequently
when he had ordered her to take nothing
but some light food for her dinner, long
before the hour of dining arrived, she
ould have devoured a large dish of
sallad, mixed up with garlic and other
ingredients, which, in the state of her
\Yhealth (‘ould not fail of ben‘ng des

o he
r MZ“

é A false report of her death created
0

nfusion ; the manner in which i e ic
somewhat curious. It is a with

Lwa.ﬂ'hm

Rea

the Turks, proceeding fr elr igno-
rance, when a prince t personage
dies, for their atten s immediately

upon this event, t &w their high respect
for the decease %eating the physicians
and surgeon@f the house. The Va-
lida had be¢n’in a weak dying state for

some S% during which my friend Lo~

>

coxsummog:, 43
renzo, her surgeon, ? everal of the
eminent physicia ver quitted the
house, but remai ay and night in the
f these mornings, very
cry was set up, and several
xgwndams came from the sick
® bathed in tears; at this the
fachily took the alarm, aud, in order to

re their shoulders, hastened from the
palace as fast as possible.

seraglio.
early, a dis
of her
cham

They passed silently through Constan-
tinople, and set all Pera in an uproar with
the news of her death; she did die, how-
ever, a few days afterward. The Sultan
was inconsolable. The funeral took place
in about three hours after her dissolution;
being in the country I missed the sight,
but [ was informed by some persons who
were there, that there was nothing curious
in the spectacle, excepting that she was
covered with beautiful shawls. .

The funeral procession of a Sultan is
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something singular ; the bier is supported
by the Muftis, each one lending only the
point of his fore finger: in this manner
they proceed to the tomb. Some of the
tombs of the Sultans are very magnificent;
the coffins are covered with fine velvet,
richly embroidered.

The Turks have an idea, that the soul
keeps hovering near the body until the
interment ; they therefore perform their
melancholy office with the greatest expe-
dition; and in transporting the body fro
the house where it died, some of the %
zealous of the bearers even run, tha ‘°§
may not keep the soul of theih, friend
waiting for its companion.
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L E%@ XXVIL
E.rcths.—Barges.—Palaces and Gar-
o «d®is.—Currents.— Tarapea.— Fish.-—Re-
markable Plantain. — Aqueduct.— Buy-

ulkdery.— Beautiful Valley.— Manufacto-
ries.—Return to Constantinople.

Constantinople, 1806.

I suave now proceed to give you an ac-
count of several little excursions which I
have just made with a friend, in and round
the metropolis. :

The first of these excursions was upon
the canal, when we visited Tarapea, Buy-
ukdery, and the mouth of the Black Sea.
We embarked at Tophana, or the cannon
foundery, which stands nearly opposite the
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Seraglio of the Sultan, in one of those ele-
gant barges which ply upon this beautiful
water. 'These barges, though very pretty,
are very dangerous, from their construc-
tion ; they are extremely narrow and round
in the bottom, without any keel to keep
them steady in the water, their bow or
beak rises out of it in a horizontal direc-
tion, for several feet, so that the least
touch endangers their oversetting; but
their velocity, and the graceful manner in
which they are rowed by the boatmen of

Tophana, in some measure recompen%

you for the hazard you encounter. (6}

The shores of the canal are @with
most elegant palaces, behin @c arise,
in grand succession, hg %g gardens,
topped with tufted tr which form a
most enchanting land¥Pape at every point
you turn; and is beautifully inter-
spersed with s of solemn cypress, so
abundaut a%h tombs of Mussulmen.

QS’
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The canal at Tophana i e more than
a mile in breadth; oes up towards
the Black Sea, fo, nsiderable way, it

The ﬁrs&ace after leaving Tophana,
is oneﬁyging to the Sultan, called Dul-
ma al< i, in which he often resides in the
sginig. A little farther on is a charming
palace of his sister's, who was married
to the late Capitan Pacha. This pa-
lace displays the reality of one of those
depictured in the Arabian Nights Enter-
tainments ; it appears to have been the
work of Genii; charming and extensive
terraces; beautiful and innumerable arch-
ed windows, gilded towers, and magnifi-
cent portals: the palaces of the royal fa-
mily are all painted white, which is permit-
ted to no one else; the ornaments are par-
ti-coloured, and gilt in a most sumptuous
manner. It is said that the inside of this
palace even surpasses the exterior; it is
furnished in a most elegant style, with
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trong current ]g&?hen ned, isat
the very spot wheréWarius made his”
bridge of boats,~#4& at the narrowest
point of the whole/canal; indeed, the hu%
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mirrors, girandoles, and sophas covered
with stuffs of the richest texture. The
Sultana, who occupies this immense build-

ing, is a woman of some education, she can ;
absolutely write Turkish in the Latin cha- b mdy easily be heard across.
Some towegsare built on the European, as

racter, and can read a little Italian.
JW%AW 7%_/ well as the Asiatic side, by way of fortlfy-
“L'-ﬁm pass; they are called Darius’s

The current in the canal becomes here
towers, but of whatever use they may have

so strong, that it is necessary to takea .
deen in former times, they serve no other

‘ purpose now than as lodgings to a band of
Bostangi, or guards on the canal.

rope from the shore, which is thrown to
t—you by some industrious Greek or Turk,
eager to gain a few paras; a little farther
is a turn where the current is likewise very

strong ; this is named the Devil’s cugrent, Farapea is the village to which the

Greek princes resort in the summer time ;
it is also the residence of the British am-
bassador,and is now become a place of great
gaiety; many wealthy Armenians and
Jews have houses in its vicinity. The si-
tuation of Tarapea is charming, as are the
walks about it; it is built around a deep

bay. Here you begin to have a peep of
the Black Sea.

VOL. IL E

I suppose in consequence of its rapidity.

The small chiosk of the/Sultan, where
private audiences are held, both with his
own and foreign minist&s, is just before
you arrive at thesDeVil’s current, at the
bottom of a figeway ; these audiences are l

generally héld™in the night, for their
greatex p!ﬂaC\. }‘ 7 >
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We landed at Tarapea, and walked to
Buyukdery, sending on a servant to prepare
another boat for us, as we intended going
into the mouth of the Black Sea. The
road which we took lay by the water's
edge, and in many places had suffered
from a northerly wind, to which it is ex-
posed. Between Tarapea and Buyukdery,
are many fishing huts, where vast quanti-
ties of the finest fish are taken. Their
mode of fishing here is curious : the nets are
very broad, and are laid horizontally in the

water ; stakes are driven into the bottom, E YV

at a eonsiderable distance from the shoﬁ)
to which the net is fastened, the on

U
sunk, so inclining until it forms : @d of

purse. The fish coming down rrent,

get gradually up the net, ti l@ arrive at
the purse, from which thémnot get out
again. The net of th erman is placed
high above the wa nd when he sees a

sufficient qu n the wt, he calls taq
his compani &\\hen they draw up all '

QS’
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corners, and with a boat, tal session of
their prey. . -

& a4t & W’v Wﬁ;&j
The whole of%{ ] aboun'as witha C
great variety % est fish ; indeed theM

is scarcely an a coarse kind. Turbot,

sturgeor rd-fish, and red and white
mullet, ‘km plenty, besides many others; al

not n in Britain. In the spring theyW

ake'a sort of mackarel, of the size of an
erring, which they dry in the sun, and%
this becomes quite an article of trade ; itis
eaten by the Greeksand Roman Catholics?
on their meagre days. Last year this .74
fishery was great beyond any thing I ever
heard of before. The canal was at one tim.eﬁ
so full of them, that the boats coul
scarcely make their way through them, and
the people at Tarapea and Buyukdery,
actually lifted them out before their doors

in buckets. /27

Before we entered Buyukdery, we paid
a visit to the fine plantain which forms a
E2
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clump, so much celebrated by those who
have travelled in this neighbourhood.
This clump is formed from one tree, or
more properly from one root, which has
branched out into from fifteen to twenty
large trees, as if planted in a circular
form ; the inside of the circle is at least
twenty feet in circumference ; the trees are
all in high preservation, and have long
been a subject of admiration and dispute.
Immediately behind this curiosity, is a

noble aqueduct, built by Justinian, wh%
conveys water to Constantinople. @

aqueduct forms a fine terminati 0 a
beautiful landscape, as th ntains
around the valley are c with the

richest foliage. Q

charming village of

- . .We nowrenteged

Buyukdery, t&ntry regigeiyed of manys,

of theEuro% \bassadorsand merchants.
This village ¥ preferred to most of the other

retre'lg t?kl the neighbourhood of the me-

£

deep valley, at the head of which is av,

pleo

Q;*
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tropolis ; the goodnes e air, and the
convenience of carri o town, either by
land or water, a e of its most inconsi-
derableadva ; there is a good carriage
road to theei nthe middle of the day this
villagegql being open to the south-east,
is m@ xposed to the heat, but the even-
.in eand mornings compensate for that;
e evenings are particularly delightful;
the quay then becomes the promenade of
all classes; the young Franks or Greeks
serenading  their mistresses from their
barges, heighten the beauty and gaiety of
the scene. The instruments played on by
these lovers, are the lyre, the lute, the
guitar, the violin, and the hautbois; at in-
tervals the voice is emphatically introduced,
to which the beat of the oar forms a fine
cadence. The canal in the evening be-

comes like a mirror, _ ‘7 M
7

Arrived at the inn, we found a simple,
but wholesome breakfust, prepared for us,
of which we partook with good appetites ;
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then again embarking in a fresh boat, we
proceeded as we intended, to the mouth of
the sea before us, ordering our servant to
meet us with the boat which brought us
from Constantinople, at the charming val-
ley opposite, called Kuzubaji, where we
meant to dine, that we might have the sa-
tisfaction of saying, that on the same day
we breakfasted in Europe, and dined in
Asia.

Before leaving Buyukdery, we visite
the garden of the Russian palace: this
den and palace were formerly the p
of a British merchant; the gard pon
the side of a mountain, whi &es behind
the village, and is, with aste, fanci-
fully laid out in walk &plota, as you
ascend, every one of them presenting to
the eye somethi el and engaging; it
is finely adapt those rural fétes which
have bee %& the source of much enjoy-
ment, ;

QS’

g

@v
CONSTANTINO 55

been stron ay preceding. We pro-
ceeded, er, afew miles, passed the
castles‘huidt by Baron de Tott, and saw at
a diM the Tower of Ovid ; then cross=
J e canal to Varia, the landscapes ex-
Mded down the Asiatic side, to the place
where we had ordered our equipage to be
in waiting. The current being now in our
favour, we made rapid progress, and in a
short time arrived at the delightful spot.

The valley extends for several miles into
the country; it is remarkably luxuriant,
being finely watered, and sheltered from
the scorching rays of the sun, by the
lofty plantain, oak, and chesnut. To
this spot the Grand Signior often makes
parties, where, on the plain before him, are
exhibited dancing, rope-dancing, wrestling,
singing, and short comedies, by a party of
Jews,
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On a former occasion, I witnessed one
of these entertainments, given by the pre-
sent Vizier, shortly after his instalment, at
which the Sultan was said to be incog; I
returned from 1t highly amused. One
piece performed at that time was founded
on a fact,which occurred a few evenings be-
fore in Constantinople: the funeral of a Jew
passing one of the guard-houses in the city,
a guard, either from curiosity, or witha
view of extorting some money from the ter-
rified Jews, stopped the procession, when
lo! the supposed dead Jew started from the
bier, as if just awakened from a profound
sleep, and running off, left his astonish @
friends in the hauds of the Turks, who
order of their chief, handled the x a
very rough manner, for thus
to deprive the Sultan of a s
piece was represented with great spirit,
and the Turkish guard,% riforming their

part, seemed to thi OIat they were en-
gaged in the ac)tq&ne, instead of a re-

presentation o%t,.

CONSTANTINOPLE. Vy 57

After amusing ohrselvé.ﬁ a survey
of this mountain-surr% spot, we pro-
ceeded to the man ies of the Sultan,
lately erected u e superintendance of
an English ﬁgado, upon quite an Fng-
lish plan. e is for the manufacture of
paper, Wther for that of broad cloth.
The &ﬂdings are very handsome, and the

linery apparently good. In this work
the Sultan has great merit, as well as the
renegado.  Our servant had judiciously
chosen a situation from whence we had a
full view of Buyukdery, Tarapea, and se-
veral other villages, and villas both Greek
and Turkish. Here, under a shady oak,
our carpet was spread, and we regaled in a
sumptuous manner on a Turkish dinner,
for we had ordered a pillau, and had some
fish fried in the fisherman's style. The
Turks, high and low, are very cleanly in
their cookery. 1 have often looked with
admiration on the shining dishes in a
Turkish kitchen. The pillau is their ge-
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neral food, and may not improperly be
called their national dish.

To give our people time to dine, we
lighted our pipes, and found a flask of Tro-
Jan wine excellent. Wrapt in admiration of
the scenesthatsurrounded us, not till coffee
was handed us, did wereflect on the hour of
the day. We found now that the shadows
were lengthened, and prepared to depart.

Having come up by the west, we now
continued our course by the east side of

the canal, by this we found the scene &v

wonderfully varied. Although the

side is not of itself near so elegant, w @
now a fuller view of the palaces a r-
dens, which in the morning w een
too near, to see in all their? y. We
made rapid progress, and agived in sight
of Scutari and the Sergf’oint, just as
the sun had aband o shade the lower
objects; the loft gilded minarets, and

QS’
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the stately domes, shon @%t, inter-
spersed with the glm&pres& With
the last glimpse % setting sun we
stepped on shor ulmabakshu, which
is immediat nder a large burying
ms the extent of the pro-
menade®f the Christians, where, on a small
plat &grass, they repose, smoke their
pipes] and drink coffee, having before them
t]% view of Scutari town, the hill of Scu-
tari, and the habitations of the Sultan’s
pew troops, which are built on a point of
that name.

ground, t

We here joined many of our acquain-
tance, and with them enjoyed the delight-
ful prospect, and recounted to them the
exploits of the day.
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LETTER XXVIIIL

Arsenal. — Ships. — Public Buildings. —
Girrett. — Kakhana. — Belgrade.— Rg-
mesa. — Snakes. — knmense Barracks.—

Pera,

Constantinople, 1306.

A5 a continuation of our excursions, we
have been visiting Kakhana, or the sweet;
water. We embarked after going tohé
arsenal, but I must say something g0t
respecting it: there is an excelleng *ock
here, built by a Swede, a clevépfellow ;
there is at present lying ingit’d fine three
decker, called the Sghg®%/which is of
« very beautiful consggliction, and was the
flag ship of the late Gapitan Pacha. The
water here neithver €bbs nor flows, so that

/467"L¢~ «?f/¢~¢lﬂ4~_
when the ships are let intg the dock the

Lhor A i for 72

Teens 3
Jrssmdli

CONSTANTINOPLE,

cates are shut, and it i3 pumped out by
means of bucket pumgs yorked by mules:

A
About two years @agoyit was proposed m/‘d‘j é (e
have a steamgengine, and a person was : ! }

sent to EnglandYon purpose for one, but
on the death of the Capitan Pacha, which”% ,' ]

took Place at that time, the prqec%
ag@mdon atle.
/)_~ 5__/% é\

The water in all the golden horn is so 'Lé; .
deep, that ships of any draught md\%‘@‘

come close to the shore; we saw several

both ships of the line and frigates at th«ﬂ% 74
wharf, some careening, others coppering . i)
and getting their guns and masts on board '}% l
The Turkish fleet looks very respectable, a

consisting of upwards of forty ships of thaﬂ‘a/‘_« :

line and frigates, besides many smaller
vessels of war. Before the arsenal lay

five new corvettes ready for sea, of a very
y Ve

pretty fabric, and neatly rigged. Q1 £ P7, |

We proceeded up -the water: a little

e T
S e—_—————— N R
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way above thc arsenal there is a school for
seamen, where they are instructed in naval
tactics, and lodged when their ships are
not employed.  Farther on is a brass
foundery, where cannon is made, and here
are barracks for their artillery men: they
have also a fortification formed in minia-
ture on the model of the fortifications of
Sweden. There is an extensive royal
palace near the foundery, which at pre-
sent is inhabited by a great many jew
families; it is but a short time ago, that the
quarter of the town occupied by the jews,
which is close by, was destroyed by fire,
and numbers of them lost their all. T
humane Selim, when he learnt their
ation, ordered his palace to be

open to receive them, and % 1oney

for their support.
The public workw?’Coustantmople
are all on the n de of the water,
most probably unt of the offensive-
ness of the e, or perhaps, because it

QS’

é
@‘P
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was judged less subject e, so de-
structive in this part of@ orld.

Near to the $ and foundery just
mentioned, is sque, said to be the

first built onstantinople ; opposite

to it is the§art of the capital called the
'here the Greek princes have

mter residence 3 their houses have
g altry appearance, and are painted a
deep red or chocolate colour, which makes
them look heavy.

After passing the public works, many
palaces line both sides of the canal;
those on the south side are elegant and
extensive, particularly that of the late
Valida.

The water now becomes very narrow,
and terminates in a charming valley,
through which runs the small river which
still continues for a considerable distance,
navigable for boats, 'We stopped at &
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small chiosk of the Sultan’s guard, where is in pursuit throws his gi aiming at
it is customary to drink coffee; about a the head and shoulders companion ;
mile farther on is a cheerful village, at he then with a dextetify peculiar to the
which the Sultan has a small palace ina Turks, wheels % rse about and gal-
‘truly romantic situation: in front is a lops off, whi who was thrown at,
fine park, bounded by a well wooded after receiy the blow or seeing the
mountain; behind it a cascade, formed by girrett pass,” wheels round in like manner,
damming up the water, which is fanci- pursdess’and aims in his turn. After
fully-arranged into jets d’eaux. . this. «two others start, and so on, till the
E clusion of the entertainment. At a

The park is flanked with many pieces épnrty of this kind the late vizier lost his
of artillery and mortars, for the amuse- D eye, playing with one of his own slaves.

ment of the Sultan; it was here that De It is astonishing with what adroitness, and

Tott exercised his men, and fired a royal i to what a distance a Turk will throw lfis

wsalute of twenty-eae guns from a sin girrett. . A

piece, to shew his master how qui

he could fire: this park is often ene We had ordered our horses to meet us
of equestrian exercises. Th &t, or at this place, which is called Kakhana,
throwing the lance, is a f e amuse- and proceeded up the valley to Belgrade.
ment with the Turks; it iSyperformed by The pasture is fine all along the side of
two horsemen at fi ?eed: the girrett the river now become a rivulet; the prin-
is a light stick a six feet long; the cipal Turks send their horses here to
parties set off, one in chace of the graze before the heat of the season comes
other; wh ‘ﬁa proper distance, he who on. We passed among hundreds of

é VOL. II. F
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beautiful Arabian Coursgrs; our road now
lay over the mountains, or at least, skirt-
ing them. For several miles we were
enbosomed in a thick forest, in which
many robberies have been committed of
late, but against an attack of this kind
we were well prepared ; we met many a
suspicious, ill-looking fellow armed for
the game which abound here, who are
in general the persons that commit de-
predations on those who are defenceless,
but we reached the house of our friend
Mr. S without accident.
a9

Belgrade is about two hours ride fr
town; it is situated in the midst

almost impervious forest. The
this village probably was fr

boxes being ‘built Mé&d %ﬁ?bﬁ\of
sporting, which the forest

The wild boar abou%“?re, and is larger

and finer in flav an in most parts
where it is to nd. The shooters of
wild boar, len in the foliage of some

Ny

P

ly affords.
- 3
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Re dead

boar comes
hich he makes

lofty tree, lie in wait for hi
of night, when he kuo

proach, and
aim. The ting of wild boar in the
open field 1s5'a dangerous sport, for if the
aninﬁ. ppens to be only wounded, he
impediately turns, runs to the spot from
wHnce the smoke proceeds, and tears
in pieces whatever comes in his way: @
precaution is, however, made use of with
effect by those who follow this amuse-
ment; as soon as they have fired they go
a few paces to the right or left, and as
the boar runs straight forward, thus
escape him. ~ The forest of Belgrade

abounds with woodcock and pheasant.
V4
Al Ve ¢
Before dinner we walked to the garden
of the late Mr. Tooke, which although
small, is laid out with some taste: he
was at the expense of having fruit trees
' F2

L
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from home; in their season he had goose-
berries and currants of all kinds.

In the afternoon we enjoyed a charming
walk under the shade of some lofty trees,
whither the Greeks and Armenians resort,
to form little dinner parties, and make
kieff, the Turkish expression for making
merry. We found here several of these
happy parties, and were invited to par-
take with them, and join in their national
dance, the romesa, which they perform
with great spirit: it consists in the com-
pany holding one another’s hands, and
'-:{;dancing in a sort of curved line, son

~ times in a circle, he who leads th (g
' holding a handkerchief, generall

of strange gestures, he thr

of some favored fair, %@akes it up and
then imitates him.Q 1e dance is thus
1]

continued fo:%@; gth of time; their

?
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music is generally the ]l% yre, which
they always accomp vith +the "voice.
The throwing of ndkerchief proba- -
bly originated i elief that the Sultan
throws one the lady he chuses to
select, bu&ave been assured, even by
those \N’ had access to the haram, that

this isx.great eTror. _ 4'9

xl‘he walks around Belgrade are de«
lightful, and suited to every hour of the

day, according to the situation of thesecse :
sun; one by the side of a small lake.('c,,,
which forms a reservoir to supply ConﬁE
stantinople with water, is not the mos

‘
uninteresting. It is generally said thaﬂﬁ;

Belgrade is less healthy than the othe
villages during the heat of the summer,
on account of the vicinity of this lake,
to: the evening and night vapours of
which it is exposed. Fevers in  the
months of July and August are here very
prevalent.
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‘pect. The milk and butter at Belgrade are

remarkably good, and attract mauny vi-
/Aﬁitors to it in the spring and autumn.
Rich flocks browze in the neighbourhood,
and the vine here yields a delicious wine,
amed by the Armenians, oriental topaz,

from its beautiful colour.

The shades of evening brought new
pleasure ; all was stillness around, save
that thousands of nightingales were war-
bling their harmounious strains.

Snakes and serpents are not uncommeor &

in the forest. It is reported, that a (&
©  years ago, a snake was killed herxéa

- api ang it WS evidently n
tive of this part of the w
eighteen pikes of twenty n inches
long: when the sportsmamssaw it, it had
the head of a huma &.g in its mouth :
it was exposed in @lage as a curiosity;

ance related by one

I heard the Ci[%
who had se?,i there.

na-
it was

Snakes of this

A
p@

> n

J CONSTANTINO

kind are sometimes f¢ in Persia and

India, and have be wn to kill an ox,
or even a lion. '&v conceal themselves *
%some means entice the
ath it, when they dart
down, and>striking it on the back of the
neck&&.it at a blow; they then smash
all  the bones, and suck the whole car-
‘egse into their stomach ; with this they
lie in a sick state till it is dissolved, and
during this period become an easy prey
to those who before had fled from them
to wait this opportunity. It is probable
that the snake killed at Belgrade was in
this condition with the body of the man

in it which it had destroyed, when the /é

sportsman shot it. _ h' & /
In the evening we returned to Constan-

tinople by the extensive aqueduct of

Justinian, which is of very fine architec-

ture; it is built over a valley, and is

formed of simple arches, placed the one
above the other; it is in such good pre-

in a tree, a
animal u
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servation that the fabric appears to be
quite modern. We took the road which
leads into that from Buyukdery to town ;
it presents little that is interesting
for several miles, and the country is
quite barren: the first building that ap-
pears is an hospital, now converted into
barracks, in which the first of the new
troops were collected and drilled by a
German renegado ; these barracks are in a
fine airy situation, and havea peep of the
arsenal: a handsome kiosk is also to be

seen at no great distance from the road, W
built on the top of a high hill by the late Q%

Capitan Pacha, and presented by hlm
his brother-in-law, the Sultan: fio
great height of this kiosk, it is to
at a considerable distance, of
view from it must be gra

manding. v
We now began ;@w from afar, the

lofty, minarets, n a short time ar-
rived at the F@ promenade, the large

&
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is at present
plan, barracks
for the German 'y ; they are on an
elegant plan,@ en finished will form
an immense& re: three sides will be oc-

cupied by tlie foot soldiers, and will be

burying ground. The
building here, on

sulhgx. capacious to contain from
;:i§:. o ten thousand men: the fourth
i@e"is formed into another square of a
less size, containing lodging and stabling
for a small army of cavalry; this has a
tolerably handsome appearance; it is all
of solid freestone: the largest is formed
of stone in the first story, and afierwards
of wood and stone mixed together. The
Turks have a curious mode of building;
the roofs of this immense pile were all
finished before a stone of the wall was
laid, and were supported by wooden pil-
lars: it is probable, however, that this
may be the Armenian method, as all
their builders and architects are of that

people.
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The entrance to Pera is shabby and in-
convenient ; the street is - scarcely broad
enough for a single carriage to pass, and
when two meet, one of them is obliged
to go back for a considerable way to find

a wide spot.

The houses in Pera, although it is
the habitation of the Franks, are, with
the exception of a very few, built of
wood and unburnt brick, and huddled
together without the least design or
order.

Q
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)
z}m ~— Birds.— Ancient Walls of Con~
*\ Mantinople. — Cultivation of the Country.
-—Grabe of a Martyr.—Miracles per-
formed there.— St. Stephano.— Small
Bridges.

Constantinople, 1806.

Wk had been invited by my venerable
friend Dr. Lorenzo, surgeon to the Sultan,
to pay a visit to his country seat, called
St. Stephano, and Saturday last being a
day on which he found leisure to absent
himself, which he does only once or twice
a year, we took an early breakfast with
him, and to avoid the streets of Pera and
Galata, descended from his house to
Tophana, where we embarked. We
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rowed up the golden horn, at present
filled with several ships ready to enter
the Black Sea. As we passed close by
their vessels, we found the Greeks, with
all the liveliness so prominent in their
character, singing their love-songs, and
dancing to the lyre, their favorite and
national instrument.

The aquatic birds are abundant on this
arm of water, never being molested either

7
s by Turk or Christian. £ The sea-gull here

larger and of a more beautiful plumage

I was amused with looking at tlnﬁigeo

‘“_‘owhich fed with impunity upon‘?@
large barges loaded with corn; tl@rks
will not allow them to be oyed,

saying, “ There is enough for them

hlAand us;’’ the barges v%vtlrely covered

o with them. 0
As horses ﬁn ordered for us by
the worthy r near the south west

K

than I recollect any where to havg seen it. §$

Q

P
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part of Constantinople, nded there.
For about half an ho % rode through
a street lined wit‘@k and Turkish
shops, filled w% e finest fruit and
which, we got into a
track tha us close under the walls
of Con inople, built by Belisarius, in
an and¥€ of which are shewn the ruins
of@?s palace : these walls have been
Ao e very good, now they are ina state
of decay, although a little expenditure
of time and money4might still put them
in useful repair; the moat, which is
broad, is yet in many places in good
condition.> The gate to Adrianople is
finely situated; the road to that city is
advantageously placed before it, and se-
veral others branch out; they are all
causeways, and extend as far as the eye
can reach overa level country. Tor a
considerable time our road lay close by
the walls, which in many places are co-
vered with ivy and fig trees; the ditch
is in general laid into kitchen gardens,

vegetables ;
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in which they have vegetables earlier
than in other parts of the country round,
probably from the reflection of the white
marble walls.

The Baluck, or first gate where we
struck off in another direction, is very
elegant; its architecture appears much
more modern than that of the others; it
is immediately above what is called the
seven towers, now occupied as a more
severe prison by the Turks.

We had here a fine view of the sea of
Marmora upon our left, and all aroux){

us plains of vast extent in a higher
of cultivation than I have seen an Te

else in Turkey: the north si on-
stantinople is totally abaq%, to na-
ture, but from the depth of Yhe soil and

the fineness of the ate, it might

with the smalles e be made equal
é‘hat side most of the.

to the south;
grandees huv l. is called their chifflick

<
&
il
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or farm, where they go @?n amuse-
ment, and even the n himselt has
several here: this ts for its being
in better order he north, which is
more contigé to the habitation of the

Franks.

.

Wéyrow drew near a miserable village
n: Balucklee; here is a small Greek
cbapel and near it is a Christian burying
ground, in which repose the remains of
many a martyr, at the grave of one of
whom, who had his head taken off for
the faith, many astonishing miracles have
been, and daily are performed, seme of
the most wonderful of which I will en-
deavour to entertain you with, having
no apprehension that you will think me
superstitious. A Turk boy, who was
dumb from his birth, was brought here
by his mother and some Christians, who,
it appears, had made a convert of her;
after some orations and rites, the youth
acquired the gift of speech, and went
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home' rejoicing.  The mussulman father,
however, after enquiring into the means
by which his son had found his speech,
broke out into a rage, and for his ingra-
titude the power of utterance was again

e £

talken from the

. ,‘é:]‘he doctor, although in many respects

-

superior to the absurdities of superstition,

told us that he recollecteafmany curiv(;Js

things that had happened at this grave,

and among others related the following :

A Greek or Armenian woman, I forget ?
which, had been bed-ridden for several $
years, and atterflded by all the medig @
men in the metropolis; Lorenzo h'l@

had visited her for a length oftime(§ all

§a

to no effect; she was, howev last

resource, prevailed on by s zealots to

- . ...
allow herself to be carriec ay a visit to
the grave of this mar vhen, lo! after
many prayers an rities, she was re-

stored to the uﬂ: Yer limbs, and walked
home. affirmed that he saw her

cg

e

X
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some days afterwards,
fect health; she, that

he had been tr as an incurable
cripple!! '@ . M
. Ny
A little below Balucklee, on tge side * ‘/r /

next tﬁ}d, stands a powder factory and%‘
magazitle belonging to the Turks; it is

ﬁ& situated for a building of that naturW
ome months ago, about one hundredM
and fifty rebels advanced as far as this
manufactory, and the pusillanimous go-
vernment was so terrified, that it issued

orders to give them what powder they Eﬂ’
o
o

-~

wanted, and even sent them money to in-

duce them to depart. It is proposed now»é“
to build a small fort near the magazine, to ﬂ

revent yisits of this kind in tureM )
P29 90 / ,.,M/Z"___;W
Odr road now lay along the margin of ‘u
the sea ; at a little distance some ruitis are Zg goe ¢
visible, but not sufficient to mark what they
have been ; they are, however, apparently ﬁ
ancient, from the thickness of the walls
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.We shortly arrived at St. Stephano, which
is a neat little village close to the sea. Itis
celebrated for its situation, being at the
same time in a fine sporting neighbourhood,
enjoying a tharming air, and having fish
of the finest kinds within a stone’s throw
of the shore; it is also famous for its
mushrooms, which are of an excellent
quality.

It is probable that Lorenzo bestowed
this name upon the village, he being a
native of Florence; he has built a palace
here, and his hospitality has caused it
become the home of sportsmen of the
rank. Ambassadors fond of that @gov
rating amusement, the chace <@e not
unfrequently been his gues

The plains of St. §
been renowned fo

no have long
quality and abun-
dance of the 7 which come here on
their passag the Black Sea, or rather

from R:s? A good marksman has

coxsr.&nrmon%z 88

been known to bring
an hundred and fift

in one day
them: they
and are delicious

ock, partridge, gnd
here. _ %

The&@gentleman seemed young again
h

roasted. The
hare, also a

when .got his foot on the grass; he is
a esent about seventy-five, and for

ore than forty years has been the first

0ésurgeon of the seraglio: after dinner

o

and a short nap, we walked out; he
took his gun, and actually killed half a
dozen quails before our return. In the
evening he proposed a fishing party,
and while we drank tea the nets were
laid in the water; the mode of fishing
here resembles that at Smyrna, only as
the water is very deep, instead of the
hollow wood for beating it, they have a
‘thin circular piece of white marble tied
to a cord, which they throw in and draw
along the inside of the nets, which
frives the fish into them. We drew
G2
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our nets several times, and with a rich
supply of fish, returned to supper and to
enjoy the conversation of our sage host,
who for upwards of forty years has
deen admitted into the most private re-
cesses of the haram, as well as into the
confidence of the first men of the realm;
his anecdotes were curious and entertain-
ing, but you will excuse my relating any
of them, as by this means they might
be made an instrument to work his
ruin,

k:
On the morning of the next day, whi)§)$

it was still cool, we rode to several vil ﬁ&s
in the neighbourhood, but excepl@he
delightful prospect from the y
forded - nothing worthy our
one of them named Flor
with some figures in_rélef upon it; it is
said to have been 1 font, but to me

it appeared like& chitrave, which had
been hollow t for the purpose it is

now apgl@ to, namely, beating out

L

Vy

far as Ponti
, which are built
f nearly half a mile
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corn. Our ride extend
Piccoli, the small brj
over a riverand m

in breadth; t to Christendom lies
by these br , and a very strong hold
might be made here, as it is the only pass

to Constal Einople by land. We found
heretwo very strong Turkish guards, one
to'examine travellers, the other to prevent
*muggling. The village at the bridgesis

Oémiserable; the inhabitants live chiefly by

fishing and shooting ducks, which abound
in the morass; the country around is rich
and well cultivated.

At the hour of dinner we found assem-
bled our whole party, who during the
morning had separated to pursue those
amusements which best suited their
taste.
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LETTER XXX,

Selim II1.—Improvements in Constantino-

ple—Abolition of Protections.—Accu~
. mulation of evils from granting them.
+ —Chiosks~—Return to Constantinople.

Constantinople, 1806.

Arrer dinner at St. Stephano, h&
fallen upon a darling theme, ou\ n-

versation became very inter ; the
Sultan Selim, formed the %L The
worthy doctor had nurs m on his
knee, and saved his in his maturer
he had restored
him from the of poison, and had
so often epr%e ced his gratitude, that

QS’

consnwrmopx».%z 87

it was no wonder he sho ‘eloquent, in
his praise. _ %3( >

Selim we perceive
none of that htiness and thirst for
blood whichsfor ages has disgraced the
'[‘urki&. ame; he is affable and in-
dulgent ; the Turkish crescent, which has
fén Some time been on the wane, seems

Eémw under his wise government to be

increasing, and should he be succeeded by
a prince of the same disposition, it is to

%V’ be hoped that the government of this

country will again rise into splendor,
contrary to the expectations of all Europe.
Selim has, like his ancestor, seen the evil
caused by the janizaries, and has followed
the plan of Mustapha in raising the
new troops according to the method ‘
adopted by the Christians mfm
now exceed sixty thousand, are instruet- Zgee e
ed in the European tactics, and less en-
cumbered with dress and arms than the
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Jjanizaries : recruiting goes on rapidly,
and it is generally expected that in a
short time Selim will be able to throw
off that yoke which so long burdened
his predecessors : the new troops have
barracks built for them, and are kept
entirely distinct from the inhabitants;
they arealso well paid, and every neces-
sary encouragement is given in order to
attach them to their sovereign.

The state of the arsenal and the fleet,
emerging from irregularity and confusion
into respectability and usefulness, th
press being established in direct defia
of Mahometan superstition, the e @1
of factories for the fabric of ma ‘scles
of utility, and the encourag.
to several branches of tra

(A

given
the sub-
urbs, are no small ste s?ward improve-
ment. But the &pal means by
which the Sulta once enriches and
strengthens hi ire, is his disallowing

the ambaw’s of other nations at his

coxsnkrmorn@? 89
court to grant foreigr@;gions to his

subjects.

In 1805, it mmputed that Russia
alone gave ﬁ tion to 80,000 Turkish
subjects : time immemorial it has
been thedcustom of forcign ambassadors

at the, Porte to sell their protections to
the' subjects of it, by which they were

the government, to which every indivi
dual was liable; they were judged by the
laws of that country whose ambassador
protected them, and paid custom for their
goods as if they had been subjects of
the government by which he was em-
ployed. The rajahs were likewise al-
lowed the privilege of wearing yellow
slippers, which they prized more than
any other benefit which could accrue te
them from their protection.

éreleased from the avanies, or extortions of

The abuse of protections had been car-
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ried to such an extreme, that the only
subjects of the Porte were now the low
and vile, who had not wherewithal to
purchase one. The head money paid by
rajahs was dwindling into nothing, and
revenue in many respects became a perfect
trifle, yet the evil did not stop here;
scarcely a Greek ship sailed that did
not bear the colours of some Frank na-
tion, and hardly a seaman remained in the
state that was not Russian. The danger
became formidable with the evil, for in
the event of a rupture with Russia, a
thing not at all improbable, the Turks
stood deserted without men, with
resources. ~ Selim IIL. abolished, (this
traffic of protections, and decla$ hat
he himself would be the gua@ of this
subjects, and would allow else this
privilege: he further lved that no
one should enjoy t otection of am-
bassadors, but t rho were actually
employed as ﬂ% wen or the like, at.

«23'

&

%
N

CONSTANTINOPL Vv 01

the different Scales in vant, and
decreed that they s@' reside at the

port or place whi% ir firman bore.
The firm % which Selim adhered
to this d ination astonished all the
they declared that they would

Euro 3
ratherSeo to war with all the world than
@aon their established custom.

The ambassadors and dragomen used
all their rhetoric in vain; they were me-
naced and threatened, and finally a firman
was issued establishing the Sultan’s de-
cree, and a proclamation declaring in
what manner his subjects should be pro-
tected.

By this act the Porte sensibly wounded
the feelings both of Ambassadors and
dragomen, for excepting the British, peo-
ple from every nation disposed of pro-
tections, and the emoluments arising
therefrom, particularly to the dragomen,
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2 gy WETE immense, not only from the sale
of them, but because they likewise pro-g
i«.» tected the purchasers in their nefarious

practices, for which .great ees were nzg\
ily paid.

y essarily A
i P Ll £ Mf“““gﬂ:
he British natioff under the am

Sa-
dorship of Mr. Liston, discontinued the
custom of granting protections, and since
then, with the exception of a few in-
stances, it has never again been adopted.

The Porte has also shewn great firm- VJVO
ness in maintaining a neutrality in the %

present contest, although urged to w @
by both parties. The Ottoman

likewise was one of the last gove
which acknowledged the Corsic:
for an emperor.

—

In conversations on? jjects such as
e

the above, we pas afternoon; in
the evening the 'y adjourned to a de-
lightful gard ade by the doctor at a

&

hO‘.lb.e, 5) lac

CONSTANTINOP %
great expense, that he m re enjoy his

what a kiosk 1s a kind of summer~
enerally in ‘an elevated
situation ¢ mandmg some fine pros-
pect ; %; windows are so arranged, as
to ex8jide the rays of the sun, and ad-

the cooling breeze; there are sofas
ﬁmd the room to recline on. Below
was a flower garden which sent up a
delicious perfume, and in the middle of
it was a cistern full of gold and silver
fish. The Turks spend a great deal
of time in their kiosks, and some of
them are fitted up in a very magnificent
manner.

- kiosk when the heat é’ day was over:
I believe I hw entioned to you

On Montday morning before sun-rise
we embarked in the doctor’s barge, and
returned home by water.

The wind had been northerly for some
time, and the ships for the Black Sea
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were lying in great numbers all the way
from St. Stephano to Constantinople,
waiting a favorabie breeze to carry them
round the Seragiio Point, or through
the Bosphorus. We went on board a
Venetian vessel to breakfast, and in honor
of our friend the Doctor, were saluted by
every gun she had: the Venetians are
very fond of paying this kind of com-
pliment to people they respect.

~ After a small collation in a clean cabin
‘we again entered our barge, and rowed

up under the lofty wails of the seraglio,Q)

which afforded little that was interestingg

The north wind generally <§ ils
onths,

during the spring and sumr&

which frequently makes oyage to
the Black Sea long and tedibus; I have
kuown ships to iie %}une to Octo-
ber before they get through the
Bosphorus, tho t appears to me that
it would be@ diflicult matter to lay

CONSTANTINOPLE. v 05

currents:
mn the south
nit is often so

warping chains through
early in the spring an
wind takes, but ev
slight, that a & can scarcely stem

the current. @



90 LETTER XXXI.

LETTER XXXIL

Scutari—Printng Office—Turkish Gene-

ral. — Barracks. — Princes Islands.—
Brusa.

Constantinople, 1806.

We parted from the doctor at the Se-
raglio Point, and crossing the canal
landed at Scutari, under the to

of Leander; this tower is built
rock near the east side of the
mediately opposite to Topha
a small guard-house, and
a little fortification: it is called

Leander’s lower I‘@?ft tell, as it is
well known tha@laee where Leander
and Hero car n their amours is far-
ther to gét_hward.

thing like

«&

&
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CONSTANTINOPLE
We landed at that paq Scutari
where the Grand Si as built a

mole for the deliver jall vessels, and
for the landing o és; this little mole
d” the raising it must
iderable expense, as the

is very neat,
have been
stones
dista

ﬁmedlately from this mole arises the
ill on which stands Scutari, a fine wide
street regularly built, and well paved ;
the houses are principally laid out
for manufactories; the under or ground
floor for weaving shops, and the story
above for the dwellings of the weavers;
they manufacture a sort of silk stuff used
by the orientals for vests and under gar-
ments; it is wrought in a very supe-
rior style and brocaded with gold and
silver flowers. In Constantinople and
its environs there are at present nearly
ten thousand looms at work upon this
and other inferior articles : this must vieid

VOL.I1I. H
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no small profit to the state, as the mate-
rials of which they are made are chiefly
the produce of the country.

Farther up in this new town is the
printing-office, established, as I have be-
fore mentioned, by the reigning Sultan,
in direct contradiction to the ruling super-
stition of his people; it is upon a pretty
extensive plan for the beginning of a
building of the kind; there are at present
about ten presses going. Several persons
are employed in translating useful books,
and many are already printed in a very
beautiful manner upon the paper m
at the Sultan’s manufactory upo
canal, and before leaving the
bound either richly or plainl
to the taste of the purch &
geography are printed a.% also maps of

all the different par@e world, pretty
accurately, in l@ urkish characters.
We saw bes%%apmin Cook’s voyages,
and the Elemeits of Euclid, in quarto : not

Ny

JOQ’
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l@&uage, we

e well trans-

being versed in the Turkis
could not judge if the

lated, but the trans eing a man of
great abilities, is little doubt But
that he has dowg justice to his countryman
Cook. I@g;nemlly supposed that

Justice h@b en done to Euclid.

des the manufactories already men-

Au}led we found that many others equally

seful, are carried on at Scutari ; they print
and dye an immense quantity of India,
British, and German muslins, here and all
over the environs of the capital: they
make charming colours, which are more
durable than those in almost any other
country.

We called on the surgeon of the new
troops, with whom I was a little ac-
quainted ; he was so good as to introduce
us to the general who commanded them.
We found this man something superior to
the greater part of the Turks; he was

H?2
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tolerably well informed, and spoke a little
Greek and Italian; he is very fond of the
English, ‘and liked much to talk about
England; on politics he spoke with seem-
ing judgment. The armoury of the ge-
neral is very grand; he appears fond of
displaying his arms, and brought out
some English pistols of fine workmanship,
and also a pair made at a manufactory in
Turkey, which were not amiss : he shewed
us several Damascus swords, but we were
most gratified with viewing the sword of
the famous Khouli Khan, which had been

master; it is either the manufacture

Damascus, or some part in Persia ; (i
ose

rather longer and less curved th:

presented to him by the late mother of t(hj&&

After passing hal??’ hour with the
general, and visiti@ is stud of horses,
in which we ny beautiful Arabian
coursers, we%x; t to the barracks, which

Lio Clrnn

5‘/1 ST AR TG

so much esteemed in Turkey, g about
three times their weight. /kaL

TEAA—

)

y
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i Qdiate]y op-

in a most

stand on a promontory
posite the seraglio

healthy situation ; 4éfere entering them,
we took coffee @n elegant coffee-house
built for the f the troops, and were
here introduced to a brother of the general,
from o) “we had just parted; he com-
mands d& body of cavalry at present sta-
t in Scutari: both he and the general
Atre fine-looking men.

The barracks form three sides of a
square, having in front a spacious field
for exercising the troops, at the bottom of
which the Sultan has a kiosk, where he
sits and sees their evolutions.

These barracks are very extensive, and
capable of containing many thousands;
we walked through one wing, which was
very clean and well aired ; they are built
of brick and stone, and covered in with
tiles, which are generally used in Turkey.
Behind them, Selim, who omits nothing
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which may tend to attach his new troops
to him, has erected an elegant mosque for
their use; in short, nothing seems wanting
to render them healthy and comfortable,
Thereis a fine view from the . hill behind
Scutari, butas a cloud then hung upon it,
we contented ourselves with what we saw
from the kiosk of the Sultan. From the
point of Scutari, Constantinople has a
charming effect, rising like an amphi-
theatre, crowned with lofty mountains and
majestic domes, where St. Sophia stands

queen among the churches. @@

The Prince’s Islands are at no gre&

distance from Scutari, and appear tOe
enchanting spots ; the air at the \ine,
and esteemed beneficial in onary
complaints, although consi too thin
by some of the medicalwmen. Many of

the Greek princes
islands, but very

palaces at the
ranks visit them,
of excursions: those

excepting in tl%
attached to Qg rench nation have sum-

%
&

y
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i% Qey followed
n

til lately, al-

mer residences here,
their ambassador,
e in them in that

ways took up his
season; of lat %ever, he has passed
the summ@ ths at Tarapea.

Mw. Olympus, in Natolia, is seen
clegrly” from Scutari, its summit rising
ijestically above the clouds; at the foot
of it is the city of Brusa, famous now only
for the great quantities of silk stuffs made
at it; you recollect it was formerly the
capital of the Turks: near Brusa are se-
veral hot springs, much resorted to on
account of their medicinal qualities; they
likewise make use of a curious kind of
bath near the foot of the mountain; a pit
is dug in the sand, which is hot and highly
impregnated with nitre; the patient is
put into the pit, and covered with sand
up to the chin; here he continues for
some time, after which he is taken out,
and carried to a warm water bath heated
by nature. This kind of burying alive is
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re
ckoned good for rheumatism, scrophula
and nervous complaints. ’

We returned from Scutari by the road
(vive came, and were accompanied in our
escent by the surgeon, who invited us
to stop at a small coffee-house near the
water side, where he ordered, from a man
wtho came out to serve us, coffee and
pipes; we smoked our pipes and drank
our coffce, after which I paid the usual
charge for the coffee, six paras for tl:ree
E:};])s, about twopence halfpenny of Eng- Q
money; the surgeon then told me, %
Q

:ihat the‘ man who waited on us was th&
rst major of the new troops.

We'arrived at home witho %in
any thing else worth mentiou@. "

Ny
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Turkg, %atlzs.—Amusments of the Turks.
“soJealousy, from whence arising.—Pu-

é nishment of Intrigues.—Carosman Oglu.

Constantinople, 1806.

Thus evening we resolved to try the
Turkish bath, an account of which may
perhaps amuse you; we arrived at it ata
time when it was free of company, of

course we had more leisure to examine
it.

The baths in Turkey are mostly all on
the same plan, aithough some may be

finer than others: every person of any
note has one in his own house, but the
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public baths are in general more esteemed
than the private ones, on account of their
being kept warm throughout the year,

whereas the others are heated only when
occasion requires.

On entering the bath, we were con-
ducted into a large hall, on the sides of

which benches are raised about two feet

from the floor, long enough for a matrass ;

here we undressed, and were each served
with a sash to tie round us when we took
off our clothes ; the heat of this first room

Wwas moderate. We were then conductedQ é

into another a degree warmer, and last%
to aninner one, which was heated ¢

derably.  These rooms are wa by
stoves, and vaulted in the roo better
to retain the heat; the respi n room,

or inner one, has a slab
up in the middle of j
several people to

under it is the s
round the a &e

2

arble raised
ge enough for
@ on; immediately
7 fires from which go
nt; it is likewise fur-

O

-
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nished with basons, eaq which is
supplied with a cock

water.

) table it is necessary to
lie down a erspire for at least half an
hour ; #gervant then comes and traces
the lies of the limbs, and sets all the

@' in order; after this operation (not
thé most pleasant one in the world, as he
makes all the joints crack), he wnth. a
hair cloth, like what we use for cleaning
horses, rubbed us down, drawing frosn
the skin a sort of calcareous matter m
incredible quantities; the substancta came
off in rolls as thick as macaroni: th.e
body being completely cleansed of this
impurity, we proceeded to the basons,
where we were washed with seap and
warm water from head to foot with a fine

On the m

Spun_e.

After this washing, a linen sheét w::
thrown over us, aud we retired to t



-

v

108 LETTER XXXII.

hall, where matrasses were prepared with
clean ‘linen, and “wewlaytdown on these
until the body returned to its - usual
temperature,

The bath is a very great luxury ; the
body feels relieved by it, and the joints
and sinews more elastic; the orientals,
both male and female, indulge much in
it; the ladies make it a place of great
recreation, they form parties to go and
pass whole days in the luxury of washing
themselves and plaiting their hair, which
is beautiful and very luxuriant; they are
very careful of it, and form it into

colour. ‘Q

eration
€ females
that their

The Turkish bath Ysed iqﬁ

<isUcertMnly et AT, bug ¢
indulge in it to such an&!s,

solids are relaxed, an@ ir flesh appears
,as if it were fallin 1 their bones; the

men, who mak& of the bath only mo-

S

¥
N

hundred tresses; auburn is the prevailéQ
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derately, enjoy good hea@md their
WM

flesh is ﬁrm./“/
The amuseme Q’ the Turks are but

few and trifli hey play no game for
money, al they are fond of chess
and ba%g mon, and a game played

with §: they but seldom ride or walk

fc§nusement. The ladies pass their
o .
i in the haram, in music, dancing,

t
éﬁnd embroidery; when they are allowed

to take the air, it is generally in an
araba, a kind of open car, covered only
on the top with a carpet as a sheiter from
the sun and the rain; it is drawn by a pair
of oxen : in this they are very gay, beating
a kind of kettle-drum, playing the tam-

“a? ©
They often make little parties on the

grass, where they spread their carpet,

and draw forth some cold collation: their ‘

husbands seldom accompany them on.

bourine, and sometimes singing in a very , .
E pleasing manner. g M €

Z

e
“af
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these excursions, but this proceeds more

from indifference than Jealousy. | ﬂy

The jealousy of the Turks arsies rather
from a religious principle, than from any
tendency to it in their disposition; for T
have seldom heard of their being jealous
of one another.

In former times, when a Christian was
detected in an amour with a Turkish
w‘oman, if he chose to become a Thurk,
he was allowed to marry her—if not, his
head was the price of his folly ; now, if

discovered, he is beheaded, and the part Q}

thrown into the sea. =~ Not long

Greek was suspected of an intrig%
were placed about him, an one of
his best friends, as he tho&t him, he

divulged the secrets o heart: he
was immediately arn , and his head

cut off; the wom drowned in the

canal. év

ner of his fault is tied in a sack, ﬁ
ies

v ; .
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I have heard of a strikin mple of
sman Oglu,

this kind. The great

prince of Natolia, d@ his sister,. for

having an amou% a Greek, saying,
lieve nothing.”

“ forced believe@e
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LETTER XXXIIIL

Bazars.— Hanns.—Hippodrome.—Obelisks.
— Cisterns —St. Sophia. — Kibab. —
Opium Eaters— Magicians — Dervises.

Constantinople, 1806.

W appropriated this day to a ramble
through  Constantinople, to visit the
Bazars, Hanns, the Hippodrome, St.
Sophia, and the cisterns; and that w,
might not be under the necessity o
turning home the whole day, we p

dining in the Turkish style on @ and

sallad. Q
The morning wasﬁ& and having

crossed the water, @ nded at Baluck-
bazar, or the fi i arket; in order to
avoid the im e crouds that are con-

«23’

&

~4

CONSTANTINOPLE.

tinually passing and re-passt
water side, we struck thr
of a small mosque whj
this mosque has not

the attention, if & &%&pt its standing on
a clear space, ji\the midst of a multitude
of buildings, and the abundance of water

which g& { from its fount.

out it to attract

[
ﬁ']@streets of Constantinople are very

rrow and remarkably dirty; dead dogs

O%e in great numbers in them, and living

ones swarm at every corner.

The Hanns or Khans, are large build-
ings of stone; some of them are great
squares, and are several stories high: in
these the -merchants, whether residents
or occasional comers, have fire-proof
warehouses, in which to deposit their
property. ~We paid a visit to Janni
Khan, which consists of three squares;
in this dwelt a Polonese of my acquaint-
ance, who dealt in amber; he shewed

VOL. I I
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us many pieces of it, which were very
curious; the trade in amber at Con-
stantinople is considerable; it is in ge-
neral carried on by Poles, to whom it
is sent to an incredible amount from their
own country ; wy friend had just received
a caravan, as it is called, worth 800,000
piastres, or £20,000 sterling. The Turk-
ish pipes are adorned with this gum; an
amber mouth-piece of a proper size and
colour, will bring as high as 5000 piastres;
the amber most esteemed is of a light
lemon colour, not transparent, and all
of one shade. It is said that amber is a

non-conductor ; all smoke promiscuousl(yg

out of the same pipe, even in the time
when the plague rages, and rece'&a)
injury thereby; but as there has baéh no
plague to any great degree h jce My
arrival, I have not had a&portunity
of making the experimeyty €ven though I
had possessed th clination. = The
Turkish pipes a @equently very costly,
sometimes th re mounted with dia-

S
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monds, and a mounting of p@quite

common; the Turks set value
on them, and they des rom father
to son like their jewels

‘We took c@and pipes with our
Polish friend, and he accompanied us
in our ra through the Bazars.

{2& I have already told you, are

ket places, where articles of every

%scription are exposed to sale; they here

form many streets, and being all covered
in, afford no unpleasant walks during the
heat of the day, or in bad weather; they
are all fire-proof, and seldom or mever
suffer by that destructive element, unless
it is kindled by incendiaries.

The Bazar of arms is a gratifying sight;
it forms a square, the inside of which is
intersected by several regular streets; in

these are exposed every species of arms;
12
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we saw here- abundance of Damascus
swords, and plenty of Circassian bows and
arrows. The Bazar of jewels is also very
extensive; as the orientals make great
use of precious stones, particularly dia-
monds, this Bazar is extremely rich. We
paid a visit toa jeweller; he shewed us
diamonds, rubies, and pearls to an im-
mense amount, as likewise several tur-
quoises, but these are by no means so
plenty, so pretty, or so much valued as
they are in Christendom. In the Bazar
of India shawls, called Lahour shawls,
we saw some of very great value, and of
the most beautiful colour and texture;
that in which rich stuffs are sold i
dazzling to the eye; whole stree

lined with costly brocade of silé nd

gold, and of the most liv l& lours.
The air throughout all theézars was
scented with the m%@elicate per-

fumes, proceeding fro t quarter where
odours are sold; @tle breeze added

B

.0
S

el

" to this the sweet scented a

%yt/c/hl

" CONSTANTINOPLE. vl'l

ood

which the Turks delight t

P'P 5 ¢ of
The Bazars areGhit up every evening
at an eainy ho ,@ d no one is allowed
to remain but the guard which
patroles ¢ throuc-h the night, to pre-

vent firg and robbery : during the day the
& with the greatest safcty leaves

m
éshup in the hands of his neighbour,

rsimply with a net drawn across, when
called away to attend any other business ;
the shops are all raised like the table of
a tailor, the merchant sits cross-legged
upon a table in front, and his goods are
exposed on shelves behind him. All
descriptions of people here sit cross-legged
at work, from the smith at his anvil, to
the carpenter with his saw.

The Bazar of slaves is a most shocking
place; they are backward at exposing

their slaves to infidels; the fair slaves are

m. < zzﬂ/
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kept confined, and never shewn but to
purchasers, when they are turned out to
be exposed to the rude hand and eye of
insulting barbariy. We saw only a few
black women. -

You have heard much of the Hippo=
drome at Constantinople; it is a large
equestrian square of 1375 feet in length,
and 250 in breadth; its sides are very
irregular.  On the eastern side the Sultan
Achmet, built one of the finest mosques
in Turkey ; the western is occupied in

quarter of which the Sultan keeps some

CONSTANTINOPLE. W
the Second, in order to shew hi ess.
Near the centre of the sq nd two

obelisks of granite, one em of very
fine workmanship, éseveral hiero~
glyphic figures o in a perfect state,
which is wond In a country, where
from a religigus persuasion, every sort of
sculpture &ced. The other is much
decayed $°the pedestals of bath are of
vhite Mnarble, and have been finely

? ght in relief, but these the barba-
Or ns have mutilated in a terrible man-

to conjecture relative to their origin.

- & ogtipied v ner, and the inscriptions are totally ob-
part by a palace almost in ruins, in a & literated, so that now every thing is left

of his wild beasts; we found here tw
fine lions, and some tigers of a @
e

large siZes near .the -south end ﬁ

square stand the remains of & ple
brazen serpent, supposed to &e been
the tripod which stood oy, e mephitic

air in the temple of (fhe¥ Delphi; the
serpent has lost hi ds, which were
struck off with a“battle axe by Mahomet

S

These three relics of antiquity are said
to have been brought here by Constantine

the Great. //«AM""%‘A}

Not far from the Hippodrome are the
remains of a large cistern, which it is sup-
posed was for containing a supply of
water in the city, in case of a siege, but
this must be an erroneous idea, as the
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water which surrounds it could easily be
used in cases of emergency. Part of this
cistern is now used for the spinning of
silk, the roof of which is supported by
800 pillars of white marble; near this
is another piece of the same size, and the
architecture and the level being likewise
the same, it is to be presumed that they
are both portions of one great whole, of
which many parts are filled up, or un-
opened ; the descent to these is by a

stair of seventy steps, some of stone and .

Near the cistern is a tower of por-

CONSTANTINOPLE. 121

fruitless attempts the Turkﬁ them

to hoop it together as it nds.

enough to get
ious church of St.
s to have served as a
model for all the fine churches in Con-
stantinop?&%tands near the gate of the
Seraglig ealled the Sublime Porte ; I have
takefthe following description of it from

@ Italian author.

« §t, Sophia is a mosque justly esteem-

‘We were not fort
admission into t
Sophia, whic

some of wood,
B \ v ed amongst the most valuable treasures
(6) about Coustantinople. ~ Constantine the

phyry, of considerable height, which h

been much shaken by thunder or eagf™y~
quake; it is now girt about by
brass: I have heard it said th jews
made a purchase of this tow& for the
value of the stone, but they found
it so strongly jointed t@ ter that it was
impossible to takeQit asunder without
breaking it in pl?’ , and that after many

R

Great built this temple in honor of the
divine wisdom, and dedicated it to St.
Sophia.  In a dreadful sedition which
arose in the capital, St. Sophia was demo-
lished and almost reduced to ashes: the
emperor Justinian, anxious for its pre-
servation, re-built it with greater sump-
tuousness and elegance; it has eight
entrances, including the porch of St.
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Sophia, five of which are in general

shut; the porch is thirty two feet wide.
The entrance to the temple is by nine
doors of bronze, which have been at
some period gilt: they are magnificently
wrought in relief; the one in the centre
is eighteen feet high,

*“ Every person, even at the first glance,
must be struck with the beauty and the
magnificence of this building; four grand
pillars of forty-seven feet in circumference
support the cupola, which is -eizhty-six
feet in diameter; the flatness of this

cupola is much admired; it has no more &

elevation: than that of a perfect globul
dome. The galleries are fifty-three §
f

high; the pillars of the upper on
. marble and porphyry, and ar nty-
four in number; those of the%der are

of white marble; over th%{%me of the
temple are four colut Jasper; the
walls-are adorned wittha Ttone of two dif-

ferent kinds, whiéh in the rays of the

QS’

(9]
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sun, appears like the finest && shell.

In the pavement of one of lleries is

d in St. Sophia when
s conquered Constanti-
nople, thate this is the very stone on
which ¢the blessed Virgin washed the

ew Christians who can obtain admission
o this mo longer church of Christ, l?ut
imperial mosque, regard this stone with
great devotion, although they are not a!e
lowed to carry away the smallest parti-
cle of it. The roof of St. Sophia was
originally ornamented with mosaic work
upon a golden ground, but the mussul-
men, enemies to figures, have covered
it with white-wash;_the number of _la‘nlp:g
and candlesticks are fewer than in their
other mosques, and it has no ornament
from their hands save a piece of cloth,
on which is embroidered some passage of

g;ﬁ the infant Saviour; therefore the

£
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the Alcoran, which being made in the
form of a flag, hangs from one of the
columns: this piece of cloth was once
part of the lining of a rich carpet which

forms the door curtain of the mosque at
Mecca.”

The porch of St. Sophia, in which the
patriarch of Constantinople was wont to
perform divine service, is now occupied
for the same purpose by the Turks ; near

it stand the Alcoran and other books
which contain prayers to be recited on VV

certain days and hours. The church h $
four towers, in which there used tglb

bells of a very great height, an
markably small diameter, nea
mit, which is of brass gil

little balcony, from wl;%
or priest calls the ﬁve%oyu of prayer.

' St. Sophia has ins and baths near
it, at which mus:ulmen perform the
ablutions ¢ anded in their law.

QS’
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st be said,
kish mosque,
revenue which it
ristian church, and
) Even Mahomet the
eror of Constantinople, al-
thoug&}! treasury was exhausted by
tedioudwars, never infringed upon it. It
Gid, that, in 1738, it exceeded fifty
tHousand pounds: it is drawn from lands
and palaces, besides large sums paid by
the Sultan, which were formerly given by
the Greek emperors and princes for the
privilege of building churches; this re-
venue is employed in keeping the temple
in repair, and in cleaning it;. i paying
those who perform service in it; in the
education of youth ; and in daily charities
to an immense number of destitute poor.
The surplus is put into a case, and is
called the sacred treasure ; it is afterwards
employed in useful purposes.

In honour of the Turk
that, although now
St. Sophia retains
enjoyed when x

, It is the duty of the Sultan to go to
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St. Sophia the first Friday of every moon :
Friday, you know, is the day of the
week which mussulmen devote to the
service of God. The usual mode in which
the Sultans go is on horseback, but when
young it is not uncommon for them to
walk thither. St.Sophia being so near
the gate of the seraglio, Selim has of late
preferred going to a mosque at a greater
distance, that his subjects might have a
better view of their prince. 'When he was
in the habit of going to St. Sophia, the
cavalcade was scarcely in motion before it
reached the church, which 6ccasion§
much inconvenience, and obliged
spectators to huddle together, ingomuch
many werg hur ;;Z%@%’ e
o Pty Y
The Sultan goes ev &av if in
health, to pubhc worship,Yand more than
once a tumult has %wlnen a fortnight
has elapsed Wlth@ is shewing himself

publicly to %people, lest he shoul%
have been ned or |mpnsoned g 3

ez |
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ﬁ. To make kibab, they mince very fin
the fleshy part of mutton, with which theW Z-

-

‘/ ZZWMM

e g

ermg qbout
ud’to some corner

nner; a took-shopa%d
Jand we entered andgs, 2o <
ordered lub d sallad: we found se-
veral Tur dmner, each with a smal
stool b&re him, covered with a larg
Slate, eating his favorite national

STA

We were now tired of
and felt inclined to
to take our Tur
soon presented i

ba

tinne

/0

mix spicery and herbs, and then stick it
on small skewers; these skewers are then
hung in a kind of oven, which opens at
the top; the kibab is occasionally basted
with a savoury sauce, and when suffi-
ciently baked is brought to table; bread
is then laid in slices on a large plate, and
the kibab put upon it, and some, by way
of improvement, pour yahourh (a kind of
sour cream) over the whole, which makes
it very good. We had some done both
ways, and upon that and a fine sallad
made a most hearty dinner. From this
description of kibab you may imagine it
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is an excellent dish; I have often met with
it in French families, where it is tied up
in paper, and roasted; but the other is
far superior, and is made better in cook-
shops than in private houses. Our repast
was washed down with a cup of sherbet,
perfumed with rose water.

Sherbet is made by pouring water on a
paste formed of dried raisins; it is very
pleasant in warm weather, and is the
common beverage with the mussulmen,
who drink neither wine nor strong liquors :

they prepare sherbet in different ways $
that is, they put in other ingredients, ﬁ)
I believe the paste is always the pr’ 2

article,

During dinner, we we & amused

by the gestures of a_sto 'teller, who
excited in no sma%?zree the risible
faculties of his men. We, how-
ever, could n rtake in the humour of

his story, ough the pantomime was
very en ng.

129
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After dinner we ma attempt to
see some opium eat ut though we
fell in with two wree of them, yet
none of them %to eat any at that
time. So these fellows will swal-
low, on a r another, three pills of

as large as a horse-bean ; they

opiu
dr z lass of water after each pill, and
some fall into convulsions; they

plexions are sallow and sickly, their faces

;‘%’.\re most pitiful looking beings, their com-

are distorted, their eyes hollow, and they
are chronic in all their joints. It is quite
a mistaken idea that all Turks take opium;
very few indeed use it, and those who do
are regarded as drunkards are in Great

Brltam, a dlwrace to themselves—and

society. ﬂctjw o 2

The Turks have great faith in magi-
cians ; they are resorted to on all occasions,
and it is astonishing with what credulity
they are believed in, from the Suitan to
the lowest of his slaves.

YOL I1. K
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On our return from Constantinople, we
descended to the water side by the Bazar
where tobacco is sold, on purpose to see
some magicians, who commonly sit there :
that we might not be observed, we entered
a tobacco shop, and got pipes; nearly
opposite us were two sturdy fellows, with
green turbans, which denote them to be
descendants of Mahomet, sitting cross-
legged on alow bench: a number of fe-
males were standing at no great distance
waiting for advice. Before each of the
magicians sat a woman with her head in

his lap telling her complaint, whilst@
kept his hands on her head, feelina%I
r

temples and forehead, and m

somewhat which only she ¢ &eax;
when he had done this, t
gave him money, and w,
room for the next. Th&eé men, besides
solving curious qu , I am told, give
advice 4in phys@ d perform cures by

maglc. / L oS A‘&ﬂ»f}%
//L( o 0 ]‘/(/L

In oxx scent we met with several
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dervises, another set strange artful
beings, who perfor s with great
skill and dexterit %y in general feign
a sort of deran@t, but here they are
prohibited % those acts of bratality,

which, ;kot r places, they commit with
impu

&nend of mine lately played a droll
étnck on two dervises, whom he had en-
é gaged to amuse a party of friends with
their feats: he had in his house an ex-
cellent electrifying machine, from which
he had conducting wires into his sitting-
room, and for that night to the part of
the sopha on which the dervises sat: after
they had performed a great variety of
tricks, stuck several needles in their eyes,
&c. he began to display his skill, and
discharged such a quantity of electric
fluid, that the poor religioni were sadly
disconcerted ; they, however, resumed
their tranquillity, and were proceeding te
fill their pipes, but these, alas! they were
K 2
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i not permitted to enjoy, fora second shock
\N
of the house, crying the devil was certainly
then and no inducement could prevail
on them again to enter it.
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[ J
e of the Dervises.—Singular Instru-

men®vhich they use.

Constantinople, 1806.

I caxvor quit Constantinople without
account of a curious -
witnessed last

giving you an
entertainment which I
Friday.
[iday

In company with some friends, I went
to a small mosque in the road from Pera
to Galata, to see the sacred dance of the
Dervises, thich really afforded us great
amusement. _The mosque, chapel, or
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dancing-room, for I know not which of
these titles is the best suited to it, was of

a circular form; wesat in a small gallery,

in which was stationed the music; this
consisted of two pair of small kettle drums,

and four reeds or kind of flutes; the music

of these reeds was very sweet and soft,

and sume most melodious airs were played

on them by dervis%)posiw the door,

at the extremity of the circle, sat upona
cushion the chief of the dancing party : in

a short time, a number of dervises, with
long flowing robes like petticoats, and
high caps like sugar loaves on their head $
came in, and walked in procession rq@

the room with their hands cross&@wn
their breasts, each saluting theif\chief as
they passed him with a grapdJmeurvation

of the body, so that the oaf almost
kissed the ground: a%;ﬁnading thus
about three or four t{hes, every one as he
passed wheeled (@1 upon his heel, and
twirled like a the loose robes became

QS’
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filled with air, and mad st grotesque
appearance.  This ing continued
without intermissi %en all at one mo-
ment ceased, went again, as before,
in  processi und the room several
times; t twirling then commenced again,
and l“ at least a quarter of an
houwg « thée ™ ceremonies were repeated
t|;$or foul timess#and then the party

élispersed;

It often happens, that these poor
wretches, from turning round with such
velocity, become giddy and fall into
trances; when this happens, they are
surrounded by their companions, and
are supposed to see visions; all the
words‘they utter during these wmo-
ments are treasured up as those of in-
spiration.

We were upon the whole diverted with
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this spectacle; but could not help pitying
the poor creatures, who must certainly
have turned their brains by their exertions;
they are sallow, ghastly, dirty-looking
beings, and covered with vermin of more
kinds than one ; their dress is coarse and
simple, and they generally carry_some
ridiculous instrumént abeu 'v'sbichr .
makes them appear as if thPwere ingane,
whether mey are really so or "ot ;:l%ey' e
- have ligewise another ingtrument which W
they always carry.  For some time I
could not comprehend what use they
made of this; it has some resemblance t
a long shanked spoon, with teeth l
a rasp; they employ it for sc
themselves, as their law positiv

them to do this with their (u&@ >~/

I am now about t&id adieu to

Constantinople, in Wy to Old Eng-
land: when I a '%at Smyrna, I will

g
ids

—
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y journey,
mean to pass

end to you likewise
etent of the trade of

give you an account
and of the Troas, w,
a few days. I wi
my promised

&é &ff/ud-z‘%z/m« v a /c'a,;,q
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LI T T;ER: XXXV.

Voyage—Tumulus of Ach:lles.——%ume y.—
Plains of Troy. —Sarcophagz —~Port of
Alexandria.— Ruins.— River Simois.—
Baths.—Mount Ida.—Garden.— Darda-
nelles— Exports.

Smyrna, June 1806. @

I ~ow hasten to fulfil my promise
giving you an account of my voyag@n
t 1

Constantinoplc to this place. $

might have an oppportunit @ Isiting
the site of ancient Tro% took my
passage on board of a Jurkish boat for
the Dardanelles. W %IZ

day, and after a
sixteen hours

about mid-
qmck passage of
e already anchored
there.  Hayin® passed the. entrance of

Qy

O
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the straight before day; , I cannot
pretend to give you account of it;
but from the i@ on I reccived at
the Dardanelle ad no great cause
of regret, as passed neither town
nor fortificallon worthy of notice. At
the Dx erles I was courteously invited
by theW enetian Consul, Signor Cheali,

@:3 up my abode at his house during
% stay, aun offer which I accepted in
preference to that of our. own consul,
Signior Taragano, a jew, who was how-
ever also very courteous. Having, in-
deed, several letters of recommendation,
all the consuls strove to make my stay as
agreeable as possible, and to shew me
every attention in thewr power. Signior
Cheali is a Venetian of about seventy-five
years of age: he and my friend Doctor
Lorenzo left [taly together, and although
he has lived upwards of forty years ata
distance from his native land, he still
retains all the manvers of a Venetian.
The inhabitants oi the Dardanelles are
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chiefly Jews and Greeks, very few Turks,
and still fewer Europeans.

The day after my arrival, early in the
morning I embarked on board of a Turk-
ish boat called a bider, with five pair of

oars, and rowed down as far as the lowest

castle of the Dardanelles, a distance of

about eight miles, where I landed imme-
diately under the Tumulus of Achilles,
- when I took horses to cross the plain to
the ruins of Alexandria Troas. The
Tumulus of Achilles stands on an emi-
nence, and the view from it is extensive.
Istopped a few minutes on its sumupi
where a Turk, according to his la@n

junctions, has been interred. eek
whom I took along with me as'iiterpre-
gthat the

ter and cicerone, informei&

Tumulus had been openédghy a French-
man, but that after @ing to a consi-

derable depth, h found nothing to
reward his labul.

s

‘&V’
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From thence we rode%‘ome hours
over a fine plain, h uch the ap-
pearance of a ge an’s park, being
beautifully diversi by groups of tall
trees, and th nd in general well cul-
tivated. peasants, though few in

numb{&&re busily employed in weed-
\ o

ing an® hoeing the cotton plant, which
a?l%fred to be the principal article of
culture.  About the middle of the plain
we passed a chifflick of the late Hassan
Pacha, high admiral of the Turkish fleet,
who has here built a fine chiosk of stone,
which has the appearance of a small for-
tification. Near the sea immediately op-
posite to Tenedos is to be seen a large
Tumulus, but my cicerone was ignorant
of its title, and assured me indeed that it
had none. At mid-day the guide insisted
upon halting a short time to refresh our
horses, which we did at a small village
called Jecklu: with difficulty the Greek
procured a few eggs, which we dressed for
The inhabitants, old and

our dinners.
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young, on seeing a Frank, ran to col-
lect what medals they had, and which I
purchased for a trifle: few valuable ones
are now found, being chiefly Roman, and
not of first rate workmanship. After our
repast in the cool of the evening our
route lay near the margin of the sea,
through a well wooded country, where
yearly some ship loads of valonea or
acorns, are collected from a species of
dwarf oak which abounds. We passed
many vineyards close to the sea side,
which are cuitivated by the inbabitants of
Tenedos, many of whom come over in $
the spring and erect temporary dw«lliyé)
for that purpose. The wine of Tepego,
may thus with much more propg be
called Troy wine, as the . when

(@den out

For the larce $’which the Turks
are fond of huv@their fortresses they
tc;

use balls of gﬁ%i of these the plain of

«23'

ripe, is carried over, and
on the island.

>
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Troy has afforded immens ﬁzrs, and

the innumerable and Medwfiful columns
which once covered rface, have by
degrees been ah@ entirely destroyed
for that purp I saw many piles of
balls, some ich, I am confident, were

at least threg feet in diameter.

r

ss the night my cicerone carried

41:&0 the house of an old Turk close by

he sea, and in an enchanting situation,
about a quarter of a mile distant from the
port of Alexandria. Some female visitors
having previously occupied his miserable
dwelling, T was forced to put up with the
stable, which, however, gave me little
uneasiness. The master sent me some
milk, and having a cold fowl with me,
I made a hearty supper. After desiring
that I might be called at the first hour
of prayer, I endeavoured to get a little
sleep, but which, on account of myriads of
fleas, was not undisturbed.
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The old Turk, faithful to his promise,
called me by four o’clock: he was a
man of an interesting countenance, but
one who has destroyed more antiquities
than he has hairs on his bushy beard; for
being a worker in marble, his whole
study is to find out the best marble,
which he immediately converts into grave
stones for his infidel race. He had very
lately dug up and destroyed two fine
sarcophagi, one of white, the other of
grey marble, a piece of each being near
his house. On finding the sarcophagi,
he said he had requested a learned Greek
to iuterpret an-inscription which was
that of white marble; but all t
could recollect was, that it rel
warrior of extraordinary s
renown, and mentioned t
horse was buried near

0 a
and
favorite
: he further

informed me that ti Yhite sarcophagus

contained all thedz ﬁf a human ske-
leton of prodig% gize, those of the head
only being ting.

«23'

)

y

02 shew where a town once stood.
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We were conducted rou Qe port of
Alexandria, where m agazines are
still visible, particul arge oné which

the old man cal Me Custom House.
: quite choaked up,

The port wa .
but it was c! of a circular form, with

a narro Vtrance,. and probably was
never capable of admitting any thing

bu&@fall craft.

Piles of ruins without form or number
A little
farther from the sea appear huge remains
of an amphitheatre, of which only the
western end preserves any shape; the
other parts are nearly buried in the
earth. Keeping to the westward we be-
hold three lofty arches of white marble;
which formed the grand entrance to the
Stadium ; the middle oneis very striking;
the other two are rather smaller. Far-
ther on are nine large and three small
arches, all of granite. The whole of
these ruins have a charming effect, being
YOL. IL L
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in the middle of a forest of lofty trees,
and I am convinced that a week spent
here would amply repay the attention of
the curious traveller.

€rossing the rising ground ; to the
northward, I passed an old gateway, and
the remains of a wall, and after about an
hour’s ride, descended to the river Simois,
now little more than a rivulet. Here are
baths of a strong mineral quality, and the
water is very disagreeable both to the taste

and smell, being hichly impregnated

round is full of nitre, and uet long
the Turks used to collect large qu
The heat of the baths I reckoned val

to that of Nero's bath, near . which
boils an egg in three mi ; there is,
however, this difference, the baths of

for a considera-
ble way ; wher? se are immediately
exposed to th% { yet I could scarcely
bear my ﬁg in the water. Some

«23'

Nero run under grou

40

with nitre; indeed, the whole countsé
t

SMYRNA. %vlal?

charitable Turk or Greek uilt small
apartments for bathh@d at certain
seasons they are % ith people from
the islands, who€0¥ to try the efficacy
of the waters i g&ious disorders.

Foll %’the windings of the river, 1

several times crossed a broad ancient
c ay, and-at one place a very large
olumn of granite almost entire, wanting
nly the base and architrave. As this
column lay close by the side of the road,
I could not but feel surprised that it had
so long escaped being sawn in pieces.

About nine o'clock we halted at the
village of Kimalee, to take some refresh-
ment: at this village are still to be seen,
in a tolerably entire state, the remains of
a Roman bath, but nothing else worthy
of notice, the village itself being a mi-
serable one, and thinly inhabited by
Greeks. About mid-day, after a weari-
some ride over a bare country, we at

Le
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length reached the foot of Mount Ida,
said to have been the seat of ancient
Troy, .of which not the least vestige re-
mains to point out on which of these
mountains it stood. On the most nor-
thern are two tumuli, which are said to
cover the remains of Hector and his
wife : these tumuli are by no means so
large as the Grecian ones on the south
side of the plain, and although they
have been opened, are said to have con-
tained nothing remarkable. There is a
most enchanting view from the summit of
Mout Ida, and at the foot of it is th
source of the Scamander, which is

markably curious; the whole side the
hill is one general fountain. T west
it has the appearance as i %re had
just raised a little that the base,
to let the waters gush ou$e at first sight,
indeed, it is diffic determine whe-
ther art has no been employed in
the work, whith ppears as if formed of
stone and Some slight vestiges of

«23'
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baths are still to be t near these
fountains, but are not 1y of investi-

gation. &

The plain b presents a charming
view, overed here and there
thh $ trees, while the Scaman-
ng amongst them, empties it-

o the sea above the castle, where

re first landed. Several of the islands at

Q( ¢ mouth of the Hellespont are faintly

seen, whilst Tenedos, more lofty and
near, shews a rounded form. Immedi-
ately below the mountain, on the bor-
ders of a marshy piece of ground, is an
extensive garden, called in the Turkish
tongue Bunar Baschee, or the Garden of the
Fountain, which was cultivated by Greeks,
and produced good fruit ; from it I pro-
cured a basket of cheiries and a sallad, on
which T dined.  Although this was ‘on
the 11th of June, yet the cucumbers and
various other vegetables were in a back-
ward state. In this garden I found a
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piece of marble, part of an ancient bas
relief: on it were two figures, the onea
man, the other a woman with a child in
her arms: I supposed it to be Hector,
taking leave of Andromache and his son.
His head appeared inclined mournfully
toward them; his right hand on the
head of the boy, whilst the left was
stretched forth as if toward the army.
The Greeks here could give me no intel-
ligence of any thing worthy of being
seen, and appeared, indeed, wholly igno-

rant of the country they were in. Again

mounting our horses, we took the neare
road in order to reach the Dardax}%&
e
having forded, we travelled a most
delightful plin for so
at length our path led up the hills.
From the summi@e hills the view

% very grand. The

before night: for a short time on
by the side of the Scam@v ich

wstance, until

Q)
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about the channel, waiti change
Among the rest was &lish four<
masted ship, with appearance of
which, the late tan Pacha some
years ago was Qﬁuch struck, that he
ordered a mo td be made, and on€
of equa %%nsions to be built immes
diatel )e}:r, and which is at present
wi e Turkish fleet in the arsenal. of

Aéonstantinople.

Excepting a constant variety of seenery,
nothing further remarkable occurred id
this part of my ride, until about ten in
the evening I alighted at the door of my
Venetian friend.

There is little about the Dardanelles to
interest the attention' of the traveller;
the only beautiful spot in the vicinity
is a walk by the side of a river, shaded
by a great number of lofty plantanes,
which afford a cool retreat at’ all hours
of the day: I had met with: pothing
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equal to this in any part of Turkey, and
indeed nothing finer in any part of the
world.

An order which had arrived from the
Porte a short. time before, not to allow
-strangers to visit the fortifications; disap-
pointed me in my expectations of seeing
them. The fort on the Asiatic side is
built quite close to the water’s edge, and
has mounted on that side of it several
guns of an astonishing calibre. Some of
the granite shot lying about the fortress

diameter, and are said to weigh fr

eight to ten cwt. Round the fortr@i
a ditch, but without water, an %en if
full it would not take a mal@e the
middle. To the south of ~thg”fort is a
small mound battery of six ®f eight brass
guns of considerabl th, but of no
uncommon calibre n the top of the
fort are planted@y long swivels, car-

rying a ball ut half a pound. On

QS’
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the European side of the‘glg‘\e\, and

ardanelles,

on a rising. gro The first battery is
closer to thewwater; the second of an

oval sha N visible from the opposite
shore. °this, as in all other Turkish

fo ¢s, there is a mixture of guns of
%ry large calibre. In the lower ca:stle
Smyrna there are several,. in;o which,

o when on fishing parties, I have more than

once crept to avoid a shower.
are not less than ten feet and a half "&T

To force the passage of the Dardanelles
must be an undertaking truly formidable.
From the lower castles on both sides of
the Hellespont, little danger is to be ap-
prehended, as ships can steer tolerably
clear of them; but the fire from those at
the Dardanelles, where the channel be-
comes narrow, and the current remarka-
bly strong, must be very destructive. It
would, however, be no difficult matter
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to storm the castle on either side, parti-
cularly that on the Asiatic, which has
few or no guns toward the land; and
that on the European is commanded by
neighbouring heights.  One or both of
them being taken, the passage would
then be of no difficulty, aud without
that, no commander of moderate force
would thiuk of attempting it, unless he
wished his fleet to be destroyed, as with
a tolerable breeze, even of southerly
wind, a vessel moves so very slowly, that
every shot from these castles must tell.
This point gained, Constantinople lies at
the mercy of every enemy, without fa @
or gun to defend it, if we except
saluting batteries—one at Toph: ne
guns

at the arsenal, and a few sca
at the Seraglio Point, of vaf lengths
and calibres, placed there the same

purpose, without an%@d’ embrazures
or works to cover @ A

The popub%o& of the Dardanclles is
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computed to be between twe Qr thirty
thousand souls, which, 1, appears
It is true, 2

to me an exaggerati
great proportion i posed of Jews,

who huddle tog six or eight families
in the same

SMYRNA.

[ ]
As I&o& you are eager after com-
me@dnfomation, I will endeavour to

%\' ou some idea of the exports from the

ardanelles. The principal is cotton

oa wool, of which 80,000 quintals of nearly

s

an English cwt. each, are aunually sold
here; of cotton yarn 1000 qumtals.;
galls 300 quintals; valonea 50,000; rosin
2,000 ; madder roots 200 ; anniseed .100;
of cotton sail cloth, in pieces of eighty
yards each, 10,000; hare skins 10,000 ; a
small quantity of bees’ wax; a few c:}:-
goes of excellent grain, and between the
Dardanelles and Tenedos about .twenty
tolerable cargoes of wine. Their imports
are very trifling, and not worthy of
notice.
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Voyage.—Tenedos.—Coast of Troy.—My-
tilene — Port of Olivet. — Medals. —
Gulph of Sandarlee.—~Sclavonians.— Ar-
rival at Smyrna.

Smyrna, June 1806.

I witn pleasure resume the agreeable
task of writing to you. That I might
have an opportunity of seeing as much
possible in my way from the Dardan

hither, I again embarked in my x 1
boat, manned by six sturdy Turks,\{& row
1& carcely

, than we
They-tugged

the whole of the d by the close of
the evening we @Iy reached the har-

bour of Ten%s. This island you well

QS’

in case of contrary winds;
had we passed the lower
found our oars necessar

A ¢
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know is situated about eigh@ to) he
south of the coast of Trqyf, Bhe chief in-
habitants are Greeks Jose only com-
merce is wine, whi xcellent, and not
unlike claret. ort is tolerably safe;
a small islan o the north of it, which
breaks the nd renders the water within
very smopth. At the west end of ,th.c‘
ha %s a tolerable fort, and which, if

g&d hands, would completely defend it.

& The wind continued contrary, and [

remained here all night in my  boat,
stretched out upon my sea mattress, and
covered with a sail, which my Turks set
up in the form of an awning. Thus pro-
vided I apprehended no danger from the
night air in this fine climate, and I re-
ceived none.

The prospect next day was no better,
the wind still continuing contrary. - I was
thus obliged to remain another whole day
at this miserable place, which afforded
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nothing to amuse or interest me. I wan-
dered about through their vineyards, and
to the top of the highest hill, from whence
I enjoyed a grand view of the coast of
Troy, Mount Ida, the entrance of the Hel-
lespont, and many islands at a distance.

In the evening the wind abated consi-
derably, and the boatmen gave me to un-
derstand, that about midnight, Iskalla,
(God willing) they intended putting to sea.
On this information, my careful servant
immediately began to prepare a large
Turkish stew of lamb, and made an addi-
tion to our sea stock of a few bottles
Rakkee, a kind of brandy, into
mastic and anniseed are put whilg
ling, and which, with water s no
disagreeable beverage. A 4 before
midnight, therefore, we g&nder weigh,
and rowed to the eas Q& of the island,
from which we m§ tack over to the
coast of Troy. ind continuing right

)
a-head, the bﬂ& rowed all night, and

et1]-

«&V’

SMYRNA.

Viso
,Q?; still

at the oar.
good eflect in
e, of the latter of
e potations, in spite

About mid-day

morning bringing no chan
continued to labour incessg
Our stew and Rakkee
giving them fresh
which they mai
of the law of 4

omet.

we had hered Cape Baba, when,
hoisting sail, we made a tack over to
Myti By this time some relaxation

%ls)bmlutely necessary, and we ran into

eck at the north end of the island,

oawhere we anchored.

After not more than a single hour’s re-
pose, we again took up our anchor, and,
coasting the island close under its lee for
many miles, about eleven at night, we ar-
rived in safety at Port Olivet, on its eastern
extremity. I never saw such indefatigable
men as those Turks were, having rowed
almost incessantly for four-and-twenty
hours, with the interval of only one hour’s
Tepose; for, even when under sail, they
kept the oars at work. The beat went



160 LETTER XXXVI.

-with great rapidity ; and, if you will take
the trouble to examine the map, you can-
not fail to be struck with the distance
which we made.

Mytilene is one of the most fertile of the
Grecian islands. Its chief commerce is in
oil, of which large quantities are produced
here: and likewise no inconsiderable quan-
tity of wine and silk. 'The Port of Olivet
is pleasantly situated, and when ships are
in they are in perfect safety; but the en-
trance is not wholly free from danger.
The Turks build here a good many ships
of war: two fine corvettes nearly finish
were now on the stocks.

O

Near the town are the ruins @h}ple,
said to have been dedicated E iter, but

in such a state, as to a little solid
foundation to any conj cwe I made en-
quiry after medal?&a Greek, whom I
had formerly s Leghorn went all
over the towr% est of some. At length,

«23'

. ¥

%VTGI

SMYRNA.
he brought a man who, witl gravity,
mformed me that he hac of immense

m a long purse
with great ceremo drew out his trea-
sure, which wa loped in various co-
verings of aQThese invaluable me-
dals consjstéd, bf a Venetian ducat, struck
so.f the latest Doges, and a piece
of r so smooth that ncither letter nor
ire could be traced upon it. Equally
i vain I sought amongst the women for
the beauties formerly so renowned. I saw
none with either good features, or com-
plexion, or who could in any wise be com-
pared with the ladies of Scio, who are un-
doubtedly the handsomest of the Archi-
pelago. :

value, and immediate

during on

We stopped all the day at Mytilene.
Farly in the evening, however, the Turks,
being completely refreshed, resumed their
oars that we might gain sight of the oppo-
site shores before dark. About nine
o'clock we entered the fine Gulph of San-

VOL. II. M
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darlee, whence many cargoes of corn are
annually shipped, although contrary to
the Turkish laws. In this Gulph we had
a curious rencounter with some Sclavo-
pians. Rowing close under the land by
fine moonlight, we passed several ships at
anchor, from one of which we were hailed
in a furious manner, with many threats
of sinking our boat. At first, we were
wholly at a loss to understand them ; but
passing close under their stern, we dis-
covered about thirty men armed with
large blunderbusses, &c. on the quarter-

deck. They spoke at first in their 0\&

barbarous jargon, which we not un
standing, I addressed them in I

and enquired who was the captai ngst
them. - The captain then c@&t that
he had mistaken us for pi on which
head, having satisfied hjm, ¥nd reproached
him for his cowardj
a small open bo so few people in
it, we rowed v. Soon afterwards we
rested a f ours, until the land breeze

X\

being afraid of

SMYRNA vas

had become pretty strong, % we again
n

proceeded on our voy d coasting

M2
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Account of the Exports aud Imports of ; \«ﬁ

Smyrna. = .4»&:' é ggs2|2|eg"
Smyrna, July 1806. g "g aqg© P~ ©

Ix one of my former letters I promised o & z : =
you an account of the exports and im- Z 'E 23 gl1ge
ports of this busy place, which promise @ s s
I now hasten to fulfil. You will obser : Do -
that this statement, or as it is : 3, 2l
Cargazoon, is formed from the : : i
and imports of Frank nations that g SEE L - IR
in addition to it, another ﬁarly the g : %’5': : En"g’ g 5 2
same extent may be es(&d, as the =1953 ; N :; < 2 %Eg-
amount of the com e?t carried on in E § 5 2 Z =3 5;. 5'5 @
ships of the coun to the Russian ek ‘:ﬂ; R _g
EERF LR R

market, of wh% have not found it
possible to p%u any account.

‘S?




n~nlv - oy $103 sesssretitittiisieiits aa 10 SO0
L @mw ﬂ *M;Ow D I I F:H\&Onva‘—a
v 12 1z cesesescsesieceieses B3I Jo spieg
[ Ll tessrcesesttri3RAY, UCHIRUIA JO ONN(L
31 ¢ 8 Teessstasciiiteiiisets sA010 JO QT
i I ceesersresea i e sBoumn N JO ONIC
z - bt s s s oINS I
W o1 1z ceseeseneeiis e £58uoWUOIY JO ONICT
2 R VOt
N
BIWY —3_=uﬁai puej; @uaA | wioyday | wouy uopuo] mu...— U—H;Mm<
&,V Woud SAIHS NI
2
N\x
.\.~r£4 JUOdINI
“o
¥
’ 194 9%q ‘_A.w,x..................mmﬂmu«eeg:Q
3 ...........=.oEnE.p_U.«e.:.:Q
e 58 14 }§ 28 063 I i A 100) painjorJnuey Jo sose))
3 [ (42 8 ersarece /v SaYIB A JO sase))
. I 1 48 L O8] P[0 JO saxogq
= M Bl e Infv e
u | 1 83 e T
A 8 0L tesessesesciaenre i o saeg
m ey O 1 29 9. L03 3 seessreccesees adeg jo sa .%iﬂ
B + 5 2 Cesesissaees guien 5 e
m. ¥ 06 4 653 9% SN J O P Qnﬁy
- ‘wuUTY (83118 puT|[oOH 8.=u>ﬁ._:2m3 1sau1y, | uopuoq STTOLLAY é

WO¥d S4IHS NI

“LSI'T LYOdINI



169

gl ] ] st 8 18 ettt WY JO sUOIYPUNY
%OSE ¥o¥Ll 6641 G6v3| gaz | ———i]rceerr e rere ettt OO 2h( 0 S909G
I 36 ceeriessraenseaessoqg pea] JO SSeg

L

SMYRNA.
Ko

‘_m {14 9l 6% | ¥91 Ly [rocectettcss SSIPUBUNONY SIGAIP JO SN
ceesiassssasseessieaes 31 J0 oM

%6 agal|r e n e ee e e sarerg wy, jo soxog
L pup |reeeeneeiiieiiaieiiies prarp Jo sad01g
wopmy T:x:s_ puvy BUUIA EE?._— w1 | uopuoy ‘SATOLLYY

x&y Wou¥d SJdIHS NI

T
.@ﬂq LYOdNI

“

—
o

ll.l_ % | 64 (9 | 6L zel .&..::.....Eﬁsia J0 o
f 0% | Q9 - .Q.........u.:?a UGIT JO s[adieg
_ 1 _ 6 14 ........4&.-........bq._:_u.*cc:mﬁ
3 _ I ) 01 seesee s R @SC sIeuuy jo sase)
) A o TR 1§ US[[00 A JO sofeg
u & — 02 I “ 918¢ ................fv,.. poug jo omid
> | - BRI oy 1 e
o , o1 ——| oai . o o
m m & OO B I I v—u—.—hb .‘ Ooyma
F—“ ———— :AWN [o——— OQV COC— D I RN m—_az hLﬁm
- _ i %r
a . ‘ . T
LAWY —no:_w—.::. pue[lol | A | uioyda o] | uopuon §dT OILUV 1
WOud SdIHS NI “
M% :
B SLSI'T LUOdINI .



£50 o | i88R AR ORI 06 [ 8¥E | 6% |''"° souidg MO[[2X JO SYOUS pue sjpueg
—_ gl So¥g seesssscesscsess oD ORENG JO_ONIQ
” V» 19 et | 208 teeteieseiesaisese voieg Jo oI
. oz | s |evt “erveeeesaseasines supyg arey 30 oMK
% 3 98 G2 89 | 663 19 [Tteteccetrttettonip ONIP ANYA JO o
0 — ¥G 8% | L611 seeesecsecss (uono) ) urex pay Jo soreg
3 86¢ | 009 3Ly | 53L BLLL|"ttnrtnt ettt 100y HAPPE| JO SYOES
z 9p | 916 | 6 86e | 166 | ge® [***cctramy spwe) pue s1e0n Jo oni
m o %m 68 e 6oL | & frcerrerrecnertt qoom sdeays jo o
- Jan—— opg9s | ot SYG1] L1ggI| €35 111NN 100 UONOD o soreg
TNDWY (sjjsien | PUBHOH Tx:ﬁ E:ﬁo._,' 8oy | uopuot ‘SATOLLYV
&»V OL SATHS NI
[ ]

V3
N&
o /A.A.mu‘u LYOdX T

%, |

%Y

@
<,

9

%,

-
-
V
151 “ W
M b -
M & = i . % —
“ - 90 sescssasrnanns &hﬂgﬁuﬂ mOuP—o
M Z z 1 ! 16 secessssnansinssnssslgount saser)
a |
ToHIWY [Sdsre| pueijoy | 901uaA | uroy#an | seuy, | uopuoy 1 A&
) SATOIIYV “-
WO¥4 SATHS NI
o
i~
4

LSTT LYOdINT



) 25 R e
o —_— 0 002 208 601 [*cccce EREEE
3 ¥ ¥2 z e S Ivle e

% P S PP

Q 3

QT sy W i

< Z Gy G 661 §G frrrrereereenee
7 . il e Th]

c oy fhus el B
L _ @ 3 o1 P Ol EEREETERR TR

‘oueqEe WNg Jo sase))

ttowe  neyopy jo sareq
fTodnsep wng jo onyr

ePHBJUsY wng jJo oy

g |rerecctertteetr Sviuouny wing Jo on(y

* quefeiq wng yo oni(y
*oIquy wne jo oniq

© 't oRIowmuiedg Jo saxoq

tereecs geAR) o sung

terteses puURG JO sapel

oUWy

.
Sa|[18de I N.ﬂel

aowaa |utoyfoy | ey | uwopuot ‘SATOILYY

[ ]
x R 0L SJTHS NI
2.

7
2 Awrfq LYOdXT

%

LETTER XXXVII.

-

Ol sd1HS NI

02 Tt passtuuy jo sereg

. )y vpueg o semmp

o ™ Q. ity 35 oxli

—_ g 9 6% 1e 19 ferreee fv sosleee ANS jo omg
. a9t | gt |+eeeee e MR saBunds o sorg

i e . cescrsrtes SR .
m 9 3 elsiisis's nsale s iat . a1e( JO spoLreg

8 plpleiolsrasiaie s a8 s 3ol iyl o sose)

le 8% 091 sesscesses yum soag JO omq

91 L23 1% 61 0S¥ | %63 "t *crc**c  sien Jo mxouw%;\%ﬁ.-n
WMWY (sayiasaen | pusiioy | 91u9A | usonSor| wauy | wopuoy ‘STTOLINV A&

%

WLSI'T LYOdXd



Ma 8801 169 Cessnvuatirtateaa vt igiaIn JO SAOUY
~ . 69 0631 LLIGl———l st s sessesetasticteees sapipy 30 OMI
) | N RN e
|
0g gg |rrrrerereesiiiieeies mopry, Jo sppuRg
“0 ce gL |rererreerese et sulyg a0 jo sopeg
.%I‘ Zatgl et et et auog Asowug jo M)
o 168 691 [scrererr e et eees onip jo spueg
M czl1| oz¥e :mm........................mn_u—uouomuU
- P 9¢e1 yazelse e e s onip vumng Jo swnay
m 818 3813 €9gE|*ctrere ittt swisiey oelg JO S[adeq
eI [+ 1ASTRIY So’ * 1A | wroydoy| 014y | uopuoq ‘SATOLLUY
7
&, OL SJdIHS NI
°
Ly
%
% 4...&94 JYOdXTI
- »WW e
001 wei|l 19| 8691 Q sutsiey poy Jo S[oueg
T APp e anry oy o oma
===t 080 Y946 62L9 sttt wouO[EA Jo omQ
_ 061 “eeeres eliung jo M)
g _ H ar 081 | BI1 ?EG S1941p JO sase])
e L RPN ) Sl u
m _ il st DO TN iy
o i R (4 [1]8 Ve teserssereerenes oddol J0 spoueg
“ 09 1 It b 8 [trrrerrerieiiiiiiiniiy 0 omq
B cr oo O I O D &o_a%
= 15 )
R '
®ywy sajjasaeis| puejjol | aouay |utoyday | oy | uopuoq STTOLLAV @
OL SdIHS NI
-
o~
—

“LSI'T LdOdXd



176 LETTER XXXVII.

This is an exact copy of the general
cargazoon for the last year, both of ex-
ports and imports, by which you may
form some idea of the trade of Smyrna.
The prices in general are better to appear-
ance than those of Constantinople; but,
from various causes, in the end, are for
the most part ruinous to the speculator.

I forget whether 1 ever mentioned to
you the trade of Salonica in tobacco: I
inclose you an account of it by Mr.
Charnaud, our consul there, which é

may perhaps interest you.* @

My memory is very incorrect, f%\[@]o
not remember whether I mentior
former letters the mode of load

at Smyrna, by means & veing or
stuffing, which is donewngyith cables and
capsterns, and the gth of a legion

of porters. By @methnd a bale is
pressed into a%?’ne third of its original
size when s in the ship. By this

* See Appendix.

SMYRNA. - 177
mischievous practice, the @?the ship
is hove up some inch &I\d her sides
bulged out consid so that she
becomes leaky at arts, and though
caulked severaj€imes perhaps in her pas-
sage, yet f&s reach Britain, who

have notﬂgt of their cargoes ruined.
[ ]

emode of stowing upon end is also
I: er bad practice here; by this means,
articularly in carpets, the whole bale is
destroyed if in the least hurt, as the
carpets are folded longways, so that if
the end be damaged, every one of them is
ruined. The underwriters are greatly
imposed on, in this respect, by the avarice
of captains and owners, who, for a little
additional freight, run the risk of ruining
their whole cargo. I know of no place in
the world where the compressing machine
might be used with more propriety than
here.

I am now about to leave Smyrna.

VOL. II. N
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I embark for Malta to-morrow; and if
possible, during my voyage, will give you
my promised account of the different
lazarettoes I have seen.

MALTA.

Y, 179
&&

LETT u XXVIII.

Quara '%:.—-Venice.-—Leghorn.-—-Malta.
@. Russia.—Great Britain.

N

 Malta, August 1806.

Q I siave several times promised to send

4 |
@&

You an account of the different Lazarettoes
which I have had an opportunity of exa-
mining, and of the precautions taken by
various nations to prevent the introduction
of plague or other infectious disorders
amongst them. On revolving the matter in
my own mind, however, I find so great a
similarity in the forms and precautions
used in all countries, that a particular ac-
count of each lazaretto would be unneces-
sary ; Ishall, therefore, in the first place,
give you a sketch of the quarantine which
N2
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I performed at Venice, from which you
may have a tolerably correct idea of the
business.

All ships arriving in any Christian port
of the Mediterranean, are obliged to sub-
mit to a strict scrutiny, for the purpose of
ascertaining whether they come from in-
fected ports, or have cargoes on board
subject to gquarantine. This scrutiny is
attended to with peculiar strictness on the
northern shores of the Mediterranean, on

.OQ;,

account of their more frequent and direct E
I

intercourse with the countries whe
plague is supposed to originate. G

from ‘Turkey to Italy, every sh
her arrival within the jurisdicti f hlS
Imperial Majesty, hoists a w flag,
as a signal that no boa@y come on
hoard, nor any interc be permitted

with the shore @ st it continues
flying.

The laz@o of Venice is upon one of

KX

\ad
MALTA. o% 181

the small islands whi between the
Long Island and the mdn’land, and which
form the two en& to the port, the
one named Leo@)t le other and principal
one Malam One lazaretto is prepared
for -the ception of passengers, and an-
other feresgfoods, subject to quarantine, or
suc@s in England are called enumerated,

ATM apartments for passengers are exten-

ive and airy, and so divided, that every
different party is kept separate, and some
open spots are appropriated to walk in.
On entering the lazaretto, the prior waits
upon the party, and takes down the name
and description of the person of each indi-
vidual, from whence coming, and particu-
larly the general state of healthiness in
the port last sailed from.

Every lazaretto is governed by a prior
and vice prior, who regulate all the in-
ternal government, and who go round at
sun-set to lock up every party separately.
A guardian isalso appointed to each person,
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for the purpose of observing that due
obedience is pald to the rules of qua-
rantine.

A market is held in a detached part, in
which all the necessaries of life are ex-
posed to sale, and where orders may be
left for any thing wanted on the ensuing
day, when it is regularly brought, and on
terms, considering all the circumstances,
highly reasonable.

The lazarettoes for goods are capacious,
and each one capable of containing
cargo of a large ship, which, when la
is distributed in a proper mani
legion of porters, who, under $
guardian, turn over the me ise daily
to ventilate it, and who al%®Bpen and re-

pack the bales. Thes Mers, of course,
perform quarantim@mg as the goods,
the proprietors % ch are charged with
their wages. a clean bill of health,
that is to s?s, 1th a certificate of there

3

a
nsible

o

| «a

MALTA. %
being no plague, go %geneml per-
rty days; those
@ ull number of forty

form a quarantine
with a foul bill

days. Passe with a clean bill per-
form a qu ne of twenty days; and
with a foulebill, thirty.

ith all this appearance of strictness, it

Id not in the least surprise me to find
he plague introduced into Italy. The
passengers, it is true, are in appearance
strictly kept asunder, yet the guardians
being a set of miserable and unprincipled
beings, particularly since the fall of the
republic, will do any thing for money :
and indeed, they themselves all meet in
the house of the prior without any re-
straint, although some of them may have
a month, and others but a day of se-
clusion to undergo.

In Leghorn the quarantine is well re-
gulated; the parties are locked up on
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entrance, and have liberty to come out
only when the full time is elapsed, all the
necessaries of life being handed through
a wicker gate.  The lazarettos there are
also the finest and most commedious
that can be imagined, being in an airy
situation close upon the beach, and
built like small fortresses, with a deep
moat, and high wall around them. By
means of this moat, which communi-
cates with the sea, goods are received
by boats into the lazaretto, and which,
after having undergone their purga-
tion, are sent by a canal into the town,

from which they are at least a mil%

distant. &
The quarantine at Malta is vé&ﬁct,

and the lazarettos in a deep behind
the city of Valetta, are % and well
adapted to-the purpos he greatest

danger at Malta al?
Office, where t@ ies
&

meet together,

L3

at the Health -

1

MALTA.
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and mingle on the beach @ough it is
understood that they ¢ ot to touch

each other. é

In Russia, ough nearer the seat

of infection% quarantine is singularly
ridiculous, ,Ih Odessa they have now a
toleral&o ood lazaretto, for passengers,
but sgeods remain for the destined period

oard the vessel. The regular period

is sometimes mitigated by dint of interest
to eleven; meantime, however, the crews
of all vessels meet together without re-
serve. At Taganrock, marquees are
erected on the beach, where passengers
are admitted to what is there denomi-
nated in the Italian phrase, spoglio, sig-
niffying to undress. On arriving, every
individual comes on shore, when he is
examined at the Health Office by a
physician, who orders him to strip for
that purpose,  After this ceremony, all

0
eé'or passengers is eighteen days; but this
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return on board, and those who wish to
perform their penance on shore return
after four days, when there is a marquee
prepared, in which they perform six
days more; at the expiration of that
time they are again examined by the
physician, in the same manner as before;
they are then smoked, and made to run
‘naked down to the beach into the sea,
through a crowd of spectators: being
then purified from head to foot, fresh
clothes are brought to them from the
town, and they are allowed to mingle
with the world.

Here, however, as at Odessa, all &
gle together on the shore, even tho )

are in the sixth day of their tine,
and those who are but just d from
Constantinople; whilst t aptains of

such ships as are nea I)?Qlear, make no
scruple of carryin@ the baggage of
their friends in n, to be ready for

&

R
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them on the day of exami These
foolish laws, if not alt, may one day
introduce the pesti into this im-

mense empire.

NV

Formerly@/‘ships coming from the
Levant were subject to scrutiny ; but now
that &ection equally destructive may

be imported from the western world, a
ﬁ&ul)egislature ought to adopt mea-
plunged into a calamity of all others the
most dreadful. Every ship from the
West Indies ought to be examined be-
fore obtaining leave to communicate
freely with the people of this country ;
but particularly ships from the ports of the
United States, the inhabitants of which,
would view at least with great indiffe-
rence, the introduction of the yellow
fever into their mother country. At

present quarantine in Britain is a mere
form, and we may admit in an hour what

zﬁsures to prevent this country from being
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we may lament for years. Why should
the American merchant be less shackled
than those trading to the Levant? Is
the yellow fever less dangerous than the
plague? In my opinion much more so.
The plague can be communicated only
by the touch. All Turkey trembled in
1804 for the yellow fever; and in Russia
in 1805, ships from Spain and Malta
were obliged to perform a more strict
quarantine than those from Turkey on
that account alone. The measures which
I bave heard are now about to be adopted

by government are good, but they are ;$

on too limited a scale. A Health Oﬁ‘&

should be appointed in every port,
no ship of whatever nation, sh &e
allowed to communicate with &hore,

until after having under, e most
thorough examination. %

Having thus giv & a short account
of the various ms and laws of .qua-

QS’

&
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rantine, such as I have ;n oppor-

tunity of observing, I onclude with
my sincere praye England may
never have caus epent the little at-

tention whic e has hitherto paid to
this mom subject.

N
&



LETTER RESPECTING ODESSA.

BY JOHN HENRY SIEVRAC,

Traveller for the Houses of Boesner and - Company, of
Brody and Odessa.

1804.



lwuxes,‘[g' — Temperature—Fertility of
the §oi™—Victuals— Population—Regu-
l&aﬂ of the Posts—Loan-House, &c.
x

Odessa, August, 1804.

, Marseilles.

M ESSRS.

W itk real satisfaction do T transmit to
you, Gentlemen, the information yoy
request, respecting the chief ports of the
northern coast of the Black Sea, which, by
their peculiar situation and produce, or
the industry ‘of the inhabitants, might
tend to establish some mercantile’ con-
nexions with vour own. You may the
more safely rely on their perfect accuracy,
as, independent of the local intelligence
which I have made it my study to
VOL. IIL o
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procure, I have been favoured with re-
marks, equally pertinent and judicious,
from persons of the highest rank and
most unquestionable veracity.

I shall begin with the port of Odessa,
as the most important, both on account of
its advantageous situation, and the marked
predilection shewn to it by the Russian
government. But to give you a precise

idea of it, I must necessarily represent

what it was before the appearance of the

g present governor;* the rapid progress %

’“6'7 7 s daily making, and the prospect of$9
0

M"*"superior rank which it is most Ij

hold among the principal tradi wns,
not only of this part of the , or the

. o East, b toszlrope itsel @ P,
Loi Srtnm o R, Lo Fi sy e

<

cedcee~ The port of Odeswes on the 46° 15™

A aeodat. to the west y d ;
G zsce s a as and miost 9!1—
» jlldstrious, and only remaining offspring

{ k of the ceic? %rshal ie Richeli' u. ;z Z

v !

4

,%
&

e

Niester, and 80
considerable pi

Dnieper, two very
, which discharge them-
said sea, and is, beyond
doubt, 4f  the easiest access, coming out
of Lk&hannel of Constantinople. 1ts
roaly from six to eight wersts in breadth,
Ml twenty in depth, with about eight
fathoms of water and a most excellent
ground, offers to vessels of all dimensions
a most desirable anchorage. From a
strong mole, which is nearly finished, a
most beautiful and expensive key, about
one werst and a half long, will lead to
another much larger and stronger. The
latter projects already far into the sea,
and when finished, according to the plan,
will protect the works, and particularly
the ships from the S. and $.E. winds, the
only ones to which they may be exposed.

selves int

proeel atod B

* About three quarters of an English mile.

¢ 02 o
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The bason formed by these two moles,
filled at this very moment with about 200
vessels from 150 to 500 tons each, and
capable of holding ten times as much, is
incomparably pleasing to the eye; and
being interspersed with several piers, is
of the utmost convenience for the shipping
of goods.

Adjoining the largest mole, and at the

declivity of a mountain, is building with
incredible rapidity* a most spacious la- ?’

zaretto, a painful, but unfortunately to;é
necessary precaution against the inevi @

intercourse with the chief city of
which, however, for size,

air, proper distribution an 1ess of
apartments, will hardly %rpasscd by
any other building of t ind. Beside it
are to be placed large Mrial warehouses,

L

* No fewer t two to three hundred men
. . - >
of all descripti are daily employed in the construc-

tion of w&mg and the Mole.

for the purification
the Kast, and a those destined to
lie by way of e, a privilege nearly
equivalent to rto franco, lately granted
by the crogtn to this thriving city.
Rou &l’ these will be erected several
strong batteries, to protect the whole

st any sudden and unexpected attack.
But what completes the excellence of this
port is, that it seldom or never freezes, so
far as to interrupt the navigation at any

period of the year.

The city of Odessa, situated on a gently-
rising hill, overlooks the harbour, and
commands a most extensive view over the
main sca from almost every corner of it.
Nothing can be more noble or more sub-

" limely beautiful than that incessant motion

of ships coming in and out, some cleaving
the waves with proud and lofty sails,
swelled by gentle zephyrs that seem to
sport with them, others steering alopg



dous fury of the raging winds.*

/o ﬂzThe air of Odessa_is perfectly salu-

4
(ﬂtt
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with scanty canvas, to evade the tremen-

brious, the temperature mild, and the

fertility of the soil such as would create
amazement, were one less acquainted with

the passive and indolent disposition of the

men in whose possession it was before

the Russians conquered it.

At first, provisions of all sorts were W
scarce, consequently far from cheap, b %
In proportion as the steppst grow pg@

* This unspeakable pleasure I enjoy, @moming
without moving my head from th@w, only or-
dering the window of my bedc be opened.

+ The stepps, so called people of that coun-
try, are a wide extent &, of a most excellent
quality, hitherto u% ted for want of hands, or
rather that spirit Ai try which gives life to every

BT

N

onnsu& 199
lated, and the inh&w are sure of a
speedy and advag@ us market for their

rural produce the necessaries of life
become ab t and diminish in price.
Moldavi Hungary supply it both
wit on and fine wines. The new
colottists of the environs of the town fur-
.@h’ it with daily provisions of cattle,
})wls, game, and vegetables of all sorts.
The sea, and particularly the large neigh-
bouring ponds, abound with a surprising
variety of fish. In short, I hesitate not to
say, that Odessa is, at this very day, as
cheap a place to live in as any one of

- any importance in the rest of Europe.

For some time water has been scarce and
of a bad quality ; but of late, by dint of
care, trouble, and expense, several abund-
ant springs have been found out about the -
eity, which are more than sufficient to
supply it. Fuel alone is and will long be
scarce and valuable. Indeed, with the
exception of a few hundred fruit trees
in and about the town, there is not lite-
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rally a single bush within 150 or 200
wersts around it.  Such, however, has
been the astonishing success of some plan-
tations that have been attempted, that,
with little encouragement, there is no
doubt but in due process of time one could
not only be supplied with this essential
article, but even enjoy the pleasure of a
few ornamental trees.

If it were possible to call into question
how far the administration of a wise, firm,

and vigilant chief can influence the pros- %v

perity of a new settlement, the city
Odessa alone, by the wonderful rapi

of its progress, would evince it i ost
striking degree. Like every ri 'l@olony,
it was at first populated handful
of vagabonds, and advent& of all sorts
and nations, people wi tﬁm any principles
of education or m , to whom every

method of ac wealth was eligible,
so that it uced to a rapid fortune.

Some of wevimbly intermeddled with

oD BsSAtOQV 201

the authority, and inj and vexations
of all kinds of cour ued. Men of the
first respectabiljtg $Wwhom the most lau-
dable spirit terprise had drawn hither,
were sha y tormented, nay brought
to thegvery brink of ruin, and through
that4gany others were deterred from every
i trial of the place.
{ggnate rial of the p

L)
é Another monstrous abuse, of a very

different nature, had hitherto proved no
less detrimental to the merchants of
Odessa; and this was the scandalous im-
punity with which some members of the
Polish nobility could. either totally elude
the purport of the most sacred contracts,
or fulfil them in whatever point they
pleased, without any regard to the ap-
pointed time of delivery, and too often
to the specified quality or quantity of
wheat, although they had previously re-
ceived the amount of it. Now, thanks
to the paternal solicitude of the present
governor, all these abject and corrupt
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practices are about to disappear. A com-
mercial tribunal, composed of three mem-
bers sent from the capital, and three
elected among the most respectable and
intelligent merchants of the place, will
reside in it, and take in their hands the
distribution ef order, hitherto banished
from this new-born defenceless spot.

Yet these were not the only difficulties,
which the honest and industrious mer-
chant had to encounter, or the only
essential matters which the sagacious ma-
gistrate had to regulate. How many
heavy losses were too often sustained
individuals for want of means to j
their property. Such was the irre $1ty
of the post, its slowness, a total
absence of every other conveywnce, that
very often letters were longer in

going to and comg@ Brody,* than
" * The first townvﬁhe frontiers of the German

Emperor’s domi

ODESSA.
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they are at present f he South of
Italy ; so that befora ers for insuring a
ship ora cargo w @ ived at Triest, Leg-
horn,or Marse@er intermediate loss was
sooner hear y the way of Constanti-
noplea d Wienna. Now the letters from

Bl0d§ only three days and a half on
d; those from the centre of the

A&an empire from 14 to 15; those

from France and Italy seldom aboeve 30
days. Besides this, the inconvenience
attendant on the procuriug passports for
the interior of the Russian dominions
has totally disappeared, and the moment
they have been scrutinized on the fron-~
tiers, one may go all over the empire
without suffering the slightest interruption.

It now remained to destroy the most
inveterate canker to trade—usury; so
much more dangerous in this infant place,
as, with the exception of a few houses, it
is composed only of factors and brokers
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with little or no stock, and that no kind of
paper circulation or credit can be resorted \
to.  You will hardly believe, Gentlemen,
that some of these, disappointed  of
pecuniary remittances (the only ones
they can make use of), have been ob-
liged to pay the enormous interest of
band 6 per cent. a month o mortgages,
in order to honour the contracts in which
they were engaged, or make up the
cargo of a ship lying in the port in ex-
pectation of it. To remedy this most

calamitous evil, the town, with the so- ;w

licitous interference of her tutelar patron&
has solicited and obtained the establis@

ment of a Loan-House, where th
pressed inhabitants will hence
supplied with cash, upon goo
securitics, at the lawful rate o

be
other
one-half

per cent. per month.
Y

e

With so many 4 advantages on
one side, and sut%,a profusion of blessings

ODESSA. @v 205

be surprised
rich, so late as
ly contained 400

two years ago,
houses, scat‘sghcre and there, with

on the other, you will
to hear, that a to

about ten tants each, one with ano-
ther, is mow more than doubled, both in
size a&d.x[.)opulation. The very ground,
which ‘at first was granted without the
zpﬁ retribution, by way of encouraging
value. Broad, perhaps too broad, streets
are carefully planned out; public and
private buildings rise on all sides with an
amazing rapidity ; every thing, in short,
concurs to complete the satisfaction and
happiness of the peaceful aud industrious
inhabitants of New Odessa; and many,
whom interest, curiosity, or perhaps the
too well-grounded fear of the convulsions
of Europe, had at first momentarily drawn
into it, finding now safety and protection
for their persons and property, have

eébuilding, has already acquired an intrinsic
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insensibly adopted and cherished a boun- templative speculator i from dis-

teous and plentiful country, which opens | daining.

her motherly bosom to all sorts of arts I rema@nﬂemen.
and industry; and most cordially range
themselves under the standard of the
best, most generous of princes, who &our obedient h
fally knows how to encourage and re- ' x‘ 3. Saavaid,
munerate those who endeavour to f ,@‘ S .

alleviate the wnhappy condition of ‘ ”%//Md
some of their fellow-creatures, or to = .

add to the enjoyments and felicity of
others.

With r esteem and regard,

umble servant,

Pardon me, Gentlemen, if I have en- é
tered into these minute details. 1 @

far from being insenstle that, in re

to a long-standing place, they w at
least be useless; but in rega this
new spot, they have appeased” to me
the less so, as they % a man-
ner connected with e uccessary
notions, which th% found and con-

QS’
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No. IL

Douries paid by the British on Goods
exported  from, and imported into the
Ottoman Empire.

W HEREAS in the Imperial Capitulation
firmly subsisting between the Court of Great
* Britain and the Ottoman Porte, and iore
especially in the first, thirty-sixth, and
thirty-seventh articles of the said Capi-
tulation, it is expressed and stipulated,
that the English merchants aud all
under their banner, may safely an
freely trade and negociate to and fi &
the dominions of the Ottoman
and throughout every part of
minions by sea and by land,
aspers in the hundred for
nothing more; and w
1794, a tariff was
permanent rule

be paid at the%a

do-
@ g three

Stom, and
, in the year
1&d to serve as a
iXing the sums to
rate for custom on

DUTIES. v 200
all such merchandize as t id mer-
chants might and sho mport from

eign countries
ch as they should
rom Turkey into their
reign countries for sale;
and wheggas, by reason of the increased
prices “of «all commodities, the duties
levied, saccording to this tariff having

ifsd much below three per cent. the

their own and oth
into Turkey, and

b Q ourt of Great Britain, in compliance

S

with the desire of the Ottoman Porte,
and in conformity to the anxious wishes
it feels for the prosperity of the Ottoman
Empire, did order a new tariff of cus-
toms to be constructed for the English
merchants, which was accordingly done
in April 1800, fixing the rates of the
standard of three in the hundred accord-
ing to the Imperial Capitulation; and
whereas, his excellency the Right Honor-
able Charles Arbuthnot, Member of his
Britannic Majety’s Privy Council, and

VOL. IL. »
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his Ambassador Extraordinary and Ple-
nipotentiary at the Sublime Porte, has
represented that the rates of certain
articles in this new English tariff are
higher than those paid by other Christian
powers, and has asked that an alteration
should be made in conformity to the
sacred Capitulations, which stipulate
that equal privileges should be enjoyed
by England as are, or shall be, granted to
the most favored nations.

In consequence whereof, and in virtue

effect, the rates of certain articles b@
been reduced and fixed, throu the
medium of Mr. Pisani, English d%man,
and of the English merchan e one
hand, and by his excellen&mn Aga,
Head Customer and one, of” the Imperial
Chamberlains, on tb%mr; and the list

following in th k containing the
said rates, an é’that part of the tariff

QS’

N
of an Imperial Firman issued to th:%)éﬁr

PUTIES, %v 211

settled in 1800 whic not been

altered, has been si @ nd sealed to
le. The arrears

ments to be settled
of the present book,
dating from the 29th October, 1801.

(L.%. Anmep Vasir Rers Ereno1
.S.) CHARLES ARBUTHNOT.
&

IMPORTS.

Aspers.
T .coiooniees 210
Tead o ii s, s s PO QIO S S ol A
Tin Plate ............percase conts 225 75
Loaf sugar and sugar in
powder ............perkintal ...... 120
Pepper ....c.........peroque........ 4
Shalloons ............piece of 45 pikes 110
Cochineal ......c.....DET OQUS. .c oo oas - 120
Farnaboug, ¢ Dalbaiam
portoral” ..........per kintal ......
P2

180
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Aspers.

Item French or ¢ Cam- {

peshi’ ..¢'5i S aper ditto e BN 20
Item violet called St.

Martha ............per ditto........ 72
Moca Coffee. .........peroque........ @ -
Item American........perditto ........ -4 ]
Ginger white and black per kintal ...... 80
Amomum ¢ Yeni ba-

har%s. . . .per oque. . 3
Cinnamon of Tnect . .per ditto . . 20
Item Dutchy .2 o ovanper, ditto.. okl 30

Indiayarn .........
Cotton yarn from Eng-
land..............
Muslins called Menghis,
Agabanies, Mermer -
i-hazine, Mermer-i -
Humayoon, Kebir-
Hassé, Bafta, and

Sacan curi . o per pm@.

Rabbit skins, black and

grey. .. of 50..

monds ...

Silver and metal watchﬁa cree
Gold ditto ‘without %

.per ditto ,
t .per ditto .

sperdittoio i oo s,

perditto . ..iveiee e

Q\

Clocks, comm eele
Table cloclg&ha, and repeatexs, not set

150
. 150

360
120

DUTIES ON lMP
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Aspers.
in diamonds shall pa cent. on the

invoice cost.

Cloth called Shal

hoots, and o per piece of 25 pikes
Cloth called , per piece of 25 ditto
Printed clgth called Basma shall pay 3 per

cent: a deduction of 20 per cent.

ongthe invoice cost. )

C&y, glass ware, looking-glasses, and
queen’s ware shall pay 3 per cent. on
the invoice cost.

Shaw] called Arca, per piece valued pr 110

Item Zizecly and Bizai, do. valued pr 200

420
160

306
720

Item called Beldary, per do. do. per /%0 2700

Item called Bokcia, per do. do. per 60
Item do. Gianavery, per do. do. per 130
India muslins called Destar, fit for tur-
bans, per piece valued per 50 %
Cloth called Sayaa, English fabric, fit for
cloaks, shall pay 3 per cent. on the in-
voice cost.
Indigo of America ... .per oque........
Jtem of India ... < ann -PEEAINO . oriey e
Item of Lahoor. .......per ditto , .. .. ...
Verdigrease, Zendighiar, per ditto. .......

216
408

180

18
18
54
12
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Aspers.
Mouhabet hani of India, per piece. ....... 120
Item, middle size. .. .. .per ditto ........ QO
Item short............perditto........ 60
Sal ammoniac ........peroque........ 9
Gunpowder ..........perkintal ...... 150
Butter . «.perditto 2.5 070
Mouhabet hani, English fabric, per piece
of 18 pikes. . NS ST . 45

All military stores, say cordage, anchors,
cent. at the market price, after deduct-
pay 3 per cent. on the invoice cost.
R e e e e S per Oaus i x
Musk . Sees eoisils
intal go 120
Precious stones, pear,

cannons, tar, pitch, and articles of that
nature, shall pay at the rate of 3 per
ing 30 per cent. from the net amount.
English pistols, guns, muskets, &c. shall
Logwood, Indian and
American ..........per kintal .
English cheese . .......per ditto. @ .
Shot perkm ’\ 0
Ambergns % i
Nails of Chnstendom g s
watches oet in
diamonds, per cent,

?‘Q
<5

>
DUTIES ON nxr@

&
m@k

@ Aspers.
Shagreen skn@ spereach U INN 1
Bees wax ... ..perkintal ...... 240
Angora S Sper kel os oo g
Goat's 'lor“Tnftle"perdxtto ~ds s gD 1
Vp‘.@" Ghiouze tashi” perdxtto coniesel TAY
..per kintal ,..... 27
oxwood oo perditto . oo ... s 8
Broussasxlk ..per OUBe. encsve H5
Bourre de soie ........perkintal ...... 30
Cottons s 8 . - per ditto L2 Rt 100
Raw silk of Cyprus,
Seyda, and neighbour-
ing places ......... .PEroOque. .. ... 30
Valonea . ..oo0000 ol perkintall oot 8
Yellow berries........per oque ...... 2
Anniseed ............perkintal . . 40
Gum arabic ..........peroque........ 6
“cAsfoor’ or.s oo o psn kintal oL o0 180
Cotten yarn ..........peroque........ 9
Dlttoredandcolonred per difto. os e e e 9
JOg <0 SRR et sper KRRENE 005 SOl
Spunges, wet. . ee sPET OQUL. oo seaee 6
\Vallnutplanks... ....perkintal cosesrs 12
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Aspers.
Cypress ditto..........per ditto........ 20
Raisins sescecessa.. per ditto........ 27
Currants, black fruit, .. .perditto........ 15
Madder root, < Ghiok
boya"..............perditto........ 45
Salep ®teteceeieie.,..PETOQUE. ..., ... &
Gum adragant, « Kitra” per ditto, ..,.... 3
Raw silk of the Island
and Rumelia........perditto........ 45
Hare skins of Constanti-
nople ..............per 100 ........ 60

Senna................peroque........ 5
Mastick..............perditto........ 11
Opium cereeeswe.perditto........ 36
Galls .... teseece...perkintal ...... l&
Scammony, ¢ Mah-

moodié ............per oque...... (S'G
Copper ..............per kintal xQI

ie . 6

Coloquintida.. ..., .... .per Oqu@

The Erglish pound &lmg shall be

reckoned at 13 piasAt%s?md the piastre at

120 aspers each. o

All mercln% e coming to the English

& o

to the rates sp

Qﬁ

DUTIES ON IX&? 217

merchants from E which is not
inserted in this tari all pay according
! in the Russian and
and all articles which
in no tariff whatever, and
on whichyno rates are fixed, shall pay
3 rge'nt. after deducting 20 per cent.
from”the amount.

It is understood and stipulated that the
whole of the preceding rates are to be
levied at every scale and custom-house in
the Ottoman Empire without exception,
and that imperial firmaus are to be issued
to that effect to the different customers,
in consequence whereof the present clause
has been added.

Four exact copies of this tariff book
have been made, signed, and gealed,
whereof two have been delivered to his
excellency the Reis Efendi, and the
other two to the Right Honorable the
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_English Ambassador at Constantinople,
the 21st Ramazaan, 1220, say Dec. 13,
1805.
(L.S.) B. Prsawr,
English Interpreter.

(L.S.) Hassaw,
Chief Customer of Constantinople.

v
&
&
Wi
.@A Salonica, Nov. 10, 1802.

PROSPECTUS

.x OF THE

§0MMERC E OF TOBACCO,

IN MACEDONIA.

BY FRANCIS CHARNAUD, ESQ.

Consul to the British Levant Company, Salonica.

S Aspers .....eecen 1 Para.
40 Paras c.ceevcrcoes 1 Piastres
15 to 17 Piastres, according to exchange, 1. sterling.

400 Drahen ........ 1 Oke.
44 Oke, equal 1 cwt. or English hundred weight.
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No. IIL

Commerce of Tobucco in Macedonia, from
the sowing to the period of loading
on board ships.

SOWING.

AL kinds of tobaccos are sown in Ma- ‘
cedonia in the month of March, and
when favoured by the seasons, the tobacco

is gathered in the month of August. The
farmers begin by gathering the small leg %

at the top of the plant. &
DRYING. @ -
The leaves whichg‘n?iitute the com-
mon tobacco are s out, and dried in
the fields, whe ey are gathered in the
month of ¢ \ber, as are also those

sorts call$ rada and Yenige, but with

TOBACCO. %v 221

e selected from
strung on hempen
ods, and exposed on

this difference, that the
the common sorts, b#i
strings, attach

¢ magazines and houses,

where th not so liable to be injured

by thg raim-
&

FORMING INTO MASSES.

In the month of October the villagers
collect the leaves, and form them into
masses ; those of the common tobacco are
tied together with thread by the lower
extremity of the leaves, as are also the
Yenige, but the Carada and Yolbashi
are fastened with filaments of grass of
herbs.

FORMING THE TOBACCO INTO BALES.

In the month of November they are
formed into bales of equal weight, as well
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the common tobaccos, as the Carada and
Yolbashi, for the purpose of forming the
cargo.

ENTRANCE OF THE TOBACCO INTO THE
CITY.

In the months of November and De-

Salonica. But the tobaccos which first

enter are commonly those of the villa
called Strumza, and some of the s
leaved Carada, called Felix, ith
little difference from one year ther.
In the course of the mont ay, the
tobacco of every quality i %\dy received
and stored in the c1ty at being the
period when th@ of the customs
are changed, th essors of tobacco are

then forced the custom-masters to
bnng thenfé an account.

&

cember, the peasants begin daily to trans-
port the tobacco from every village to

'ronAccb%v 223

DENOMINATION HE COMMON TO-
3 Cccos.

The ;@ of the common tobaccos are
derived from the villages near which they
areqr ;)ectively cultivated, and are as

llows—Petrice, Giardino, Curoa, Ma-

.\ rova, Drosova, Poroi, and others. The
% four first are most celebrated for their
quality, and of these the Petrice, which
has a large thick leaf, is preferred, though
it sometimes happens that they are da-
maged by the weather.

CARRIAGE OF TOBACCO.

The tobacco is transported to the city
by horses, mules, camels, and carts, ac-
cording to the quality of the roads, and
the distance ; the hire of these varies from
time to time.
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QUANTITY OF TOBACCO, CALLED
STRUMZA.

The harvest of tobacco, called Strumza,
amounts to three or four thousand loads,
of which the greatest part is transported
to Bosnia, and other provinces of the
Ottoman empire; 1000 or 1,500 loads are
brought to Salonica, and from thence
mostly exported for Alexandria, not
being adapted to the Furopean markets, v
or not received in them. @

0s.

S

PRODUCT OF COMMON ’l‘o&‘

The common tobac @mprising all
qualities, are compyted¥o produce, in
good years, from 12,000 loads, and
in bad years fr to 8000.

T

TO&%O 225
,“@ADA.

Carad@ashi, Paprava, and Felix
are computed to produce, in good years>
abo&t 00 loads. '

YENIGE.

4° |
& The small leaves of the Yenige tobacco

are brought into the city in carts, made
up into bales, and covered with white
cloth of Salonica. The produce of these
is 6000 bales, and they.are sent, to the
number of 4300 to the markets of Chris-
tendom, the rest to Constantinople, and
other parts of this empire.

DUTIES ON COMMON TOBACCOS.
The load of common tobacco, com-

posed of two large bales, entering into the
VOL. IL Q
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city, ought to weigh 110 okes, on which
the common impost, taken without weigh-
ing, is 12 piastres, and GO aspers per said
load.

CARADA.
The load of Carada, Felix, Yolbashi,

and Paprava, is in like manner composed
of two bales, which commonly weigh to—

gether 120 okes; the duty paid there %

amounts to 14 piastres and 45 aspe
load. 0

The Yenige @?formed into bales,
are weighed a ustom-house, and pay

at the rate @paras per oke duty.

YENI

g{’m other claims amounting to
11

for every load of tobacco, and

A

TOBA(@ 227
the same for every of Yenige, which

are paid for the it of the servants of
the custom-%e and the gates.

&o being brought into the

ma, &s of the respective purchasers at

ove-mentioned period, in December,
&keeper of the magazine is obliged to
visit them, and usually forms piles of two
or four bales, ome on another, of those
which are in good condition, exposing
those which are moistened to the air, and
according as the season is moist or dry,
he is obliged once or twice a week to shift
the bales, and turn the leaves to prevent
their heating, for which purpose the
windows of the magazines are kept

open.

PERIOD OF FORMING THE BEALES,

In the course of the month of February,
they form the bales, which are composed
Q2

-
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cach of the two packages, which forms a
horse’s or mule’s load.  Jews, experienced
in the business, are employed to this
operation, who examine the tobacco piece
by piece, and separate the sound fiom the
damaged, to prevent their growing lighter
by remaining in the stores.

PERIOD OF PRESSING THE CARADA, &e.

The Carada, Yolbashi, Felix, and Pa-
prava, being brought to the magazing
ready embaled, require nothing bu e
properly arranged in the mag"@, and

compressed like the others, is not
usual to go through the sa@cess‘with

them as with the com@ tobacco; but
when it is performed,_th& same kinds are
not usually put rd ships till the

month of May, &e, being more liable
to ferment % thers.

«}?

§

v

229

TOBACC v
N

TH NIGE.
The Ye obaccos, after being placed
n the ines, and turned upside down

by the use of the lever, are compressed
likg dhe others, and afterwards tied with
‘L?s, and when put on board, the captain
.ﬁmiltioned not to steive them, as from
their lightness that operation would reduce
them to powder. Generally, they do not
put the tobaccos on ship-board till the
end of March or the beginning of April,
to prevent their fermenting when on

board.

OF LOSS OF WEIGHT.

Every kind of tobacco, from the time
of its entrance into the magazine to that
of loading on board ships, is calculated to
lose from 10 to 15 per cent. of its original
weight, which loss is necessarily to be

B
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be allowed for fixing the price, as well
as the refuse tobacco, which is separated
from the sound, and exported to the mar-
kets of Christendom, and being unfit for
sale any where else, is usually sent to

Egypt.

PERIOD FOR FIXING THE PRICE OF
TOBACCO.

According to the ancient custom, th ?y
price of every quality of tobacco is fixe &
the presence of the Doganier in the& 1

of November, but this holds ,@ with
S-a mere

respect to the common sorts,

formality with respect to @ther kinds,
being defeated by perso o are short of
the commodity, © %se houses ' who
desire a choice ﬁacco; and the price
augmenting e large commissions of
the A palto @ Milano, where only Carada
and Yedigé of the most perfect quality,
and of @yellow colour, are received.

.

d@
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The tobaccos ar@ed or pressed a
second time, ju ore they are em-
barked. It w, erly done on board,
but this ince been forbidden, the

captain§ ing abused the custcm by
pres@g em too much, in order to have
ro@. o store a greater quantity, by which
. &my gained 20 or more per cent.
N

PERIOD OF COMMISSTIONS.

The period for orders of commissions
for every kind of tobaccos from different
parts of Christendom is the months of
November and December; remittances
are made in advance for a part, and after-
wards for the liquidation of the contract
by every courier.

PAYMENTS TO THE CUSTOM-HOUSE.

Formerly these were made at the con-

*
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veniency of the merchant, who was never
pressed for the duties, by which he was
a great gainer; but now the customs are
rigorously collected, and all must be paid
before the ship sails. Nay, sometimes
duties are paid in advance to the custom-
master, a habit introduced by the impru-
dence and ambition of some European
merchants.

Approximation of the quantity of Tobac
gathered, in good years, from t/u?’g

lages of Macedonia, viz. @

Loadsin two ballots, each 3,000, red@les, 3,000

Ditto of common, °f} 15,000 @ ....... . 13,000
every quality ....

Ditto of Carada,Felix, ¢

Yolbashi, & Paprav, § o%’ 16,000
Yenige cocececcoie e F— c.o... eeesss 6,000
Total g 24,000

Bales 38,000

Vy
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Exportation of E; co made to Alexan-

dria, on th age of different years,

viz. g
Bales 2,@ led Strumza Leaves.

Ditto 20,008 common of every kind, and much refuse.
Di;gsgﬁoo Carada, Yolbashi, and refuse of these.

o &l.es 15,000 Total for Alexandria.

Quantity of Tobacco exported from Salo-
nica for Satalia, by Albinian and Bos-
niak Supercargoes, who bring their funds
to make their purchases.

Bales 1,200 called Strumza Leaves.
Ditto 1,000 common of every quality.
Ditto 800 Carada and Yolbashi.

Bales 3,000 for Satalia.
N.B. This is all picked merchandise selected by the
supercargoes.

RIGHT OF BEDEAT.

For Alexandria, Satalia, and other places
of the Otitoman Empire, the right of
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Bedeat is only 20-40 for every load of
44 okes.

Approximation of the quantity of Tobaccos
of all qualities, exported in the year, for
the foilowing places:

Bales.

Garadacitseieieees, 6,000

Yenige <eeecieo.. 2,000 i pilpne,

Common.ccceecees 500
L8 7 T 2,000

Carada coeeevesoces 500
Yenige cooooossssss 100

Caradaceeecsveecns 600 @
Yenige..occeeveeene 300 il

Yenige...cooveeeee. 1,500 r Vienna.

Carada eooveececens 0
) : . for Constantinople and
Of different qua%ﬁ 2,900 SalerToat

Vy

Total Bales 20,000 of every quality.

OMMON .« e v uvnnnns
Comumy G) for Trento.
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6, Bales.
For Alexa  Saiwissiein clea s se e melenadiae JOMIND
For Sa s R S e oo loist B0
For Mago.cseeccccceccccnne sealseatesonng BOO00
Fé%o OB o575 o0 lee W0 pleia e iaTae S ge fetais cwe . 2,700
o Leghorn ...ceveececneenn. s osviinarsuien 23000
or: VieniCe .<ilsisniosvisossisipas Welsla s lbisiotnluiete . 600
R Or TTHIE8t: < wrnle el slnis siasv st6mnte e S aains v 900
For VienDns <oecveeco oo sie/o/sie s9iss eis0siemen se 1,500
FOr LrentOk ore s /siolelsisissnviskole STosle cssssssiessie 15100

For Constantinople and Salonica ............ 2,900

FIRST COST OF TOBACCOS.

13,000 loads common Tobacco, at 10-120
peroke ..cceecvccnaens o ovie napsreanl 195166
8,000 ditto Strumza, at 13-120 per oke .... 89,000
8,000 ditto Carada, at 27P per load ...... 216,000
6,000 bales Yenige, at 22-40 peroke ...... 247,500

—

Primitive Price 621,666
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CUSTOM-HOUSE DUTIES ON THE ABOVE
TOBACCOS.

13,000 loads common Tobacco, at 12§.... P. 162,500
8,000 ditto Strumza, at 12§ per load ...... 87,500
8,000 ditto Carada, at 14P. 45-120 per load 115,000
6,000 bales Yenige, at 5-40 per oke, every

bale weighing 75 okes ......evevees. 56,250

Amount of Customs 871,250

BEDEAT DUTY. Qy
On 14,000 bales commons for Turkey, each %&

bale weighing 99 okes, at 20-40
per 44 okes ....... veisisiveiseias

2,000 ditto ditto for Christendom, e

3,800 ditto Carada, for T
bale weighing 50 ol
perkl. ...... cose

12,200 ditto ditto wwstendom (as z —

above) at
1,500 ditto of for Turkey, every

ing 70 okes, at 20-40

1,798

itto for Christendom (as

e) at 2-40 peroke ....... Rrma

58,000 Bales Amount of Bedeat 74,808
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Upon moderate esti the carriage
of as,o% , equal to 24,000

load 2%, including petty

;@nses, amount to ........ P. 60,000

RECAPITULATION.
o

Tmfnoumof first COSt oo eevusevocnnses P.621,666

@‘ amount of CustomMess o e <enieniciisloss 371,250
amount: of§Bedeatisne i crettas ois = lb 74,853
amount -of Carriage «..eccsoencssese 60,000

1,127,769

Thus the sum in circulation, for the
primitive purchase, and other charges
as above specified, of this commerce,
amount to one million, one hundred and
twenty-seven thousand, seven hundred
and sixty-nine Turkish dollars per annum.

OF THE TOBACCO WHICH IS USED IN
THE PLACE.

There are also various sorts of.' small
leaved, fine Tobacco, of which little goes
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out of the market of Salonica, they being
consumed on the spot. These are brought
from the villages in packets covered with
a fine white cotton cloth, and commonly
weigh each 4, 6, 8, to 10 okes; they are
of different qualities, and the price from
80 paras to 4 piastres the oke.

PERIOD OF THE CAPARO, OR ADVANCES
OF MONEY.

Those who would make conside@

profit in the trade of tobacco, m e«
cessarily consent to hazard ¢ Nemble

e begin+
only made
at the time of sowing the proprietors
are indiscreet eno&ontinually to de-
mand similar a% s, till the time when
the tobaccoséz 1 lodged in the city ; so
that forﬁ&? most part they remain

sums of money in advances
ning of these advances is

debtors t e next year, and so on from
year to year. Sometimes too, they are

§

TOBAC@% 239
so dishonest tha@ﬂming more is Te-
ceived from th@ after these advances

have been J than some loads of the

worst qualtty, which can be sold only
for refusey It is of consequence clear, that
a h of commerce in which so many

risk ,. so much anxiety, and so much

‘\fatigue are combined, should be attend-
ed with a considerable profit. Accord-
ingly it is found that those who trade in
the market on their own account, make a
clear profit of 15 to 20 piastres on every
load: but not so those merchants, who
executing commissions for their friends,
are obliged to confine themselves to a par-
ticular quality of tobacco, for which
they pay an higher price; and in con-
sequence, the risk to which persons in
this situation are exposed, is not ba-
lanced by the profit they can expect or
hope. for.

N.B. It is further to be remarked, that
of late years the quantity of tobaccos cul-
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tivated in Macedonia has been gradually
decreasing, and that it is at present per-
haps, nearly one third less than formerly.
This decrease was observed after the last
war between the Porte and Russia, and
it is attributed to the distresses occasioned
to the peasantry, by the: levy of troops
and exorbitant demands of money. The
evil has been augmented by the late in-
vasion of Egypt, which precluded the
sale of tobacco in that country, and thus
discouraged the cultivators, by diminish-v
ing the culture: their lands are si
partly converted to other purposes&

C. Squisg, Prnter,
%’l‘s lan Court.
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