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Vﬁ diffidence the following sheets
presented to public notice. The
author of them, engaged almost con-
stantly in the pursuits of commerce,
has had little, in fact no leisure for those
of literature: he is aware, however, that
when, under such circumstances, a man
publishes a book, he ought to be able to
give reasons which may in some measure
justify him for so doing. Various are the
pleas offered by writers for their appear-
ance before the Public: many urge the
A2 .
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solicitation of their friends as a motive,
and of this, frequently as it has been
offered, the writer of the following letters
must now avail himself: he submitted
them to the inspection of friends, who,
being of opinion that they might be
favourably received, advised him to pub-
lish them. Independently however of
this, he ventures to express his hope

that they will not prove altogether unin-

teresting; his occupations having led %
to visit, and take up his l‘esidenc&

Do

some time in different foreign

he has by these means beg

form an acquaintance, a:x

a strict intimacy with tH¢” inhabitants of

those countries; s witnessed their

manners, m@ and habits in private
and dome%c e, particularly in Turkey;

QS’

v
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as far as he possesse Ecapacity, he
has faithfully delin em.

To the co g:tive mind, the present
state of Wphesus, when contrasted with
its form .glory and magnificence, may
fonga picture not devoid of interest,

rom the account of Taganrock and
Odessa, perhaps some information may be
derived ; the merchant may feel gratifica-
tion in a perusal of the details of com-
merce. In short, though with doubt and
hesitation, it is likewise with some degree
of confidence, that these letters are sub-
mitted to public view : their author would
not defy or challenge criticism, neither
would he meanly deprecate the wrath of
the critic: he is aware that many faults

may be discoverable in his work, he hopes
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that he can.bear patiently to be told of
them; and should he be considered as
having in any degree contributed to the
public information or amusement, it will

give him the most sincere satisfaction.

il
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o@enice.—Given by the French Republic to

the Emperor of Germany.—His disregard
of his promises.—General distress of the
Venetlians—Anecdote of the Countess
C—-r.

DeAR —

Venice, April 1804.
ON the breaking out of the war be-
tween Great Britain and Frange, in the
spring of the year 1803, the few of the
English who had it in their power, quitted
those parts of Italy which were under
subjection to the Corsican usurper, and
took shelter in Venice, where they were
VOL. I. . B
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secure from his persecution. Returning
at this period, from a voyage to the
Levant, I found myself, in common
with my countrymen, under the neces-
sity of carrying on business in those
parts, only through the medium of a
correspondence ; and, being so situated,
was obliged to remain a citizen of Ve-
nice, nearly twelve months.

Venice was formerly the abode of mirth
and gaiety, and strangers who visited that
city, never departed from it, but with

regret; now, however, her gaiety h
given place to melancholy; and to
serenades of the lover, to the yéite’ of

pleasure and merriment, have eded
the groans of indigence and

You mfay probably ct, that when
the French first ca Venice, they so-
licited permissio@ enter her territories
as friends; wh%h from her inability to
make any @Qﬂmce to them, she granted;

VENICE. %v 3

but they shortly usurped, a@, en over,
turned the government.

At the conclu %f peace with the
French Repu %nd the Emperor of
Germany, the ‘Republic gave Venice to
the Emp gm lieu of some other state ;
and he ;t 1s asserted, became bound to

h& in their pristine condition, many

mai
he branches of government, and to
y the annuities with which the state

was burdened; annuities arising from
money which had been lent at some former
period, and for the payment of which,
a certain part of the revenue had always
been set aside. He also agreed to maintain
all officers, either of the army or the navy,
in their accustomed rank and pay.

But, alas! the unhappy Ven®ans soon
experienced to their sorrow, that they
were fallen indeed. Every promise which
had been made was disregarded, the
pensions and annuities were withheld from

B 2
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many, reduced to all. The offices of go-
vernment were filled by greedy Hunga-
rians, Milanese, or French emigrants;
and those men in the navy orarmy, who,
at former periods, had distinguished them-
selves, suffered total neglect, and were
either without pay, or that pay reduced
to a trifle, which trifle was to be obtained
only on terms and conditions so humilia-
ting, that many even hesitated whether
to run the risk of starving altogether
without, or half-starving with the allow-
ance granted by German munificence.

The Venetians who formerly had neyé) ;
V

beheld a soldier in their streets, wer
insulted at every corner by brute eQm
human shape, bearing arms ; t% ockets

nd if at

were picked in the open @

that time any trifle aboyt them escaped
plunder, they were ce?%’of being robbed
of it at night. "@ e who resided at

Venice in the er of 1803, will re-
n§a

collect many,jnstances of this kind. I was
one day @g on the Merceria with an

VENICE.

English officer, when

not having been v exterous, he was
aware of the ro and turning quickly
about, found th¢ handkerchief lying in the
street, a;{y person within sight but a
Hungarian)” who was making off with all
the &&i in his power.

The most illustrious persons in Venice,

0 were reduced to the extreme of indigence ;

but, small was the number of those who
escaped the general ruin. It was computed
that this year, no less than a thousand of
the heads of noble families were begging
in the streets. At every corner, on every
bridge, might be seen some fair Venetian
lady, covered with a veil, and on her
knees imploring the aid of charity ; whilst
her male relations were occupied in pur-
suits far less honorable, in order to
procure subsistence.

The distresses of the nobles and of the
wealthy, were not confined to themselves
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alone; for, the Venetians being naturally
ostentatious, thousands of menials and of
the lower classes of the people, were
supported by their bounty ; these, there-
fore, were now abandoned to all the horrors
of want; for, in the general disorder
and misery of the state, where was em-
ployment to be found for them? Innu-
merable gay gondolas were laid aside,
and their skilful rowers being utterly
unqualified for any other occupation, were

in a state of starvation. ‘E

It is scarcely possible to dep&e
miserable situation of the nob he
Abbé , a man of ta and of
probity, with whom I wa; é intimate,
one morning at breakf: elated to me
with tears in his e s??he following cir-
cumstance, whic said, had happened
only the nig ore. The Abbé had
passed thatsevéning at the house of a
friend, i % course of it, they were at-
tracted ¥nd charmed by the singing of a
female in the street, immediately under-

_ VENICE. oﬁv 7

neath the window. 1‘@3&1@ of the
good Abbé was, ho . soon converted
into melancholy-%thought he recog-
nized the voic ﬁ)a friend, and hastened
to the stree&scertain the truth. The
person x@b muffled up that he could not
disco ‘er Her. He ran to her house, and
his\ eated knocks at the door were at

ngth answered from within by her chil-
dren, who informed him, that their mother
had gone out with their father and a friend,
to procure something for supper, and that
having now no servant, they were locked
in till their return. Being now persuaded
that the songstress was his old friend, he
returned to her, and with the utmost
regret, discovered that she was the
Countess C——r, who was. thus singing
in the streets, in the hope of collecting
a few soldi to purchase food for her
starving children,

In her days of affluence, she had been

aremarkably fine player on the piano-forte,
’

-
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as well as a charming singer; the Abbé, ® n
who possessed an excellent taste in music, é

had frequently joined in the concert with

her. In those days, this unfortunate Coun- L @ ER IL

tess was the ornament and the delight of
the society in which she lived. x‘

" —

[ ]
esbruction committed by the French in

é Venice. — Gondolas. — Ducal Palace.—
Library.—Bridge of the Rialto.

Apigu.

«& Venice, April 1804.
@ ~ Frow the unsteadiness of the govern-
0 ment, and from the decided preference .
x given by the Germans to the port of '
a _ @$ Triest, the trade of Venice has dwindled
‘\ x away almost to nothing ; and, the arsenal «_.
@ which was formerly one of the finest in
%v the world, serves now only as a receptacle
0 for a few German imperial gun-vessels ;
$_ the French having laid the Emperor
A under a restriction, to employ none but

QS’ . ' small ships of war.
-

. . R
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Before the French quitted Venice, what
tMy could not take away with them they
destroyed ; eight fine ships of the line,
and several frigates, which were then on
the stocks in an unfinished state, they
rendered useless, cutting their stem, stern-
post and keel in different places, and
taking away the shores from their starboard
and larboard quarter, so that they fell
down, never more to be rendered service-
able until entirely taken to pieces. Thisar-
senal used formerly to furnish employment

to some hundreds of workmen, now its onl&)

inhabitants are a few slaves or malefac
who are chiefly occupied in maki @tu
fire-wood the remains of thox?&brics
which the French have de d, and
which were formerly the pfide’and glory
of the Venetians. ortion of the
arsenal is formed mt@ yster bed, which
enue; the oysters

produces no
are large, a an exquisite flavour,

From the of a proper police, the
canals ;@ nice are filling up very fast,
-

o
VENICE. OQ 11
and the stench exhaling ~them at low
water is extremely sant; at tMis
time of the tide, m all canals are in
many places n dry. Several of the
fine marble p es are falling into ruins,
their ow ‘bemg no longer able to pre-
serve the ¢ and, many of them serve as
bar "to the German soldiery.

Al\Yotwithstanding the ravages committed
in Venice, both by the French and the
Germans, to alter her appearance, was out
of their power; innumerable magnificent
buildings still serve to evince what she
once was. The square of St. Mark is
grand : the church of that name, resem-
bling in an inferior degree that of St.
Sophia at Constantinople, is dark, and
contains nothing remarkable, but the bones
of its tutelar saint. St. Mark’s tower is
a high square brick building, the ascent
to which is not by steps, but by a winding
path; the prospect from the top of this
tower is extensive, and the view of Venice
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which presents itself is singular. You
b&hold yourself surrounded by canals and
bridges, and even still may be seen many
gay gondolas skimming along the surface
of the water. You never saw a gondolax
it is a barge of considerable length, and
from its peculiar construction, sits very
steady in . the water; it is painted black
by order of government, and has on its
_prow, a piece of flat iron, highly polished,
resembling the neck of a horse; the after
part of the boat is several feet ont of the
water, and almost on the point “of t

stern stands the rower, who having fl@
long practice acquired great de

steers his gondola with one %With
much exactness and velocit Q ention
the one-oared gondola, beé I admire
it the most, and think by far more sin-

gular than any ot@ never saw men
stand and row cantly as the Vene-
tian gondoli n the middle of the
boat is a @ place covered with black

velvet, rh much resembles a hearse ;

&
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in the front of this isa %in, at each
side, a window with @m blinds, and
on the part next ern, is a cushion
large enough for(two people, underneath
each windowaig % stool, on a level with
the cushiog, ,so that the persons within
are pla.c&i a reclining posture. These
got}q%gs will turn a corner at full speed,

is very rarely that any accident

ie‘gppens to them ; the rowers have certain
107

xpressions which they repeat to oné®
another in order to give warning of
their approach, and which serve as a
mutual direction which side of the canal
they are to take.

The ducal palace is near St. Mark’s: I
think it but a paltry building, particularly
when viewed from without. The court,
in the interior, is rather more worthy
observation; it is composed of marble,
and around the top of the first stair-case,
is a gallery of the same stone; in this
gallery is the lion’s mouth, or rather there
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are several lions mouths, for the purpose
of conveying secret information. The
inside of the palace is not amiss: there are
good paintings in some of the rooms,
the judgment hall, hung round with black,
has a truly awful appearance; by the
bridge of Sighs which connects. this pa-
Jace with the prison, how many unhappy
wretches have passed, who never returned !

# The library of Venice is esteemed a
very good one: it is large, and seems well

"with an exquisite piece of sculp

in white marble, depending froxqt
roof, representing Ganymede & off
by the eagle Jupiter. &

furnished with books. I was much stru%
e

The grand‘cana.l of Venice has a very
magnificent appea and each side of
it is adorned w’@t tely marble palaces ;
but the brid&é!he Rialto, by no means
equalled ? expectations ; it consists
jndeed@ ne large arch, but it is very

Vy
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low, and encumbered on &op with a
number of shops, whi irely conceal
the effect it might o ise produce. It
will not bear a ¢ rison with our grand
cast-iron brid hich would certainly
be very ‘&IL adapted to Venice, as
there, néither horse or cart would ever

pass them.
gr em

iaﬁ defer giving you an account of the

azaretto, where we performed quarantine, ™
as I may in the course of my future
travels, be enabled to furnish you with a
description of other buildings of the same
?&ind, which will perhaps afford you more
interesting information.
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LETTER IIL

| ——

Venice during Carnival. —Theatres.—Mas-
querades.—Visit to Ancona. —Image of
the Virgin Mary.— Bonaparte.— Horse-
racing in Italy.—Loretto. —Hause of the
Holy Family— Church: —Observatory.—
Curious vases— Return to Ancona and

Venice. . &@$

Veni
I~ all Roman Catholic cou @ the
time of Carnival is one &zt fes-
tivity. Venice in form% s excelled
all the other parts of [talyrat this season,

both in the varlet)q the splendour of
her entertainm "he theatres, which
are numero e on this occasion all

open, an en yet, in general, well
filled, icularly on Sundays and great

VENICE. @V 17

holidays. La Fenice, on the first
theatres in the world, musfin’consequence
of its peculiar regulati produce to the
public at the Ca , two new operas;
and, as the m@ pays no rent, he is
obliged als ring forward performers
of the f ass ; on these, a committee
& en sit in judgment. La Fenice

is open only during Carnival, or on some

nd occasion. The boxes in all Italian
leatres are private property, or else,

rented by the year; but, although you
have a box, you must nevertheless pay
for admission, either at the door, or for
the season ; it is an easy matter, however
to procure the key of any box, by appli-
cation at an office in St. Mark’s square ;
for, most of the Venetian nobility will
let their's for a night, if they do not
intend going to the theatre themselves.
The Platea, or pit, is fitted up for the
reception of strangers, or such as do not
chuse to take a box. I believe you never

saw an Italian theatre : the boxes are all
Yar: % c
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divided into little parlours, open only in
front, to which in general, there are blinds
that draw up, or curtains that let. down;
they are perfectly well calculated for the
country in which they are made use of,
where intrigue forms the chief enjoyment,
I may safely affirm, of all classes. The
proprietors of these boxes frequently have
card parties in them, and on ball nights
in Carnival, suppers also; on these ball
nights, the theatre which on other occa-

sions is dark, is finely illuminated; the
seats are taken out of the platea, an@

arranged round the sides, the scen@
withdrawn from the stage, which as n

formed into a large hall, wit at
each side to descend into t@ in the
middle, between the stai orchestra
is placed, and the dancev§lexhibit them-
selves both above a%l?bw. The masks

i , they seldom at-
r, and when they do,
; during several winters
ed in Italy, I never saw

that I %

W
]
‘
i
>
|
o
a3
:
)

VENICE.

a good character at a m
once or twice.
best suited to the
the dominos are
particularly t

guise their
horrid s &ry
g Carmval masquerades were
&&r frequent in Venice than in any
0 her part of Italy; they are a species of
amusement far better suited to the Ve-
netians, than to any other of the natives
of their country, as they are possessed
of a much greater share of wit and spirit;
the Germans have, however, restricted
this diversion to the three last days of

Carnival, and even then it is allowed only
at the theatres. .

of the Italians;
e, and the devils,
ones, attempt to dis-
| voice, by uttering some

At this time T escaped, from the de-
Jection of my Venetian friends, to An-
cona; and certainly, on/ the score of
amusement, made. no bad exchange.

'S
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There we had plenty of masquerades,
horse-racing, and bull-fighting. Ancona
is a neat small town in the Pope’s domi-
nions, situated on the south side of the
Adriatic ; it contains very little that is
remarkable. Since it was besieged by
the Russians and the Germans, the walls
have never been repaired, and very few
guns are mounted either inland, or to-
ward the sea. The port, after you are
once within it, is safe and commodious,
and the force of the sea is entirely broken
by a mole of considerable length

Whichg .
runs out into it; on the point of l? ;

mole are built a light-house and
tery. Outside of the walls
very fine Lazzaretto, surro

sea; the quarantine law very strict,
although no vessel withya foul bill of
health is allowed t, er any port in his
Holiness’s domi The trade of An-
cona is but g, as indeed is that of
all thes té e riches of which are con-
sume@multitude of idle priests.

is a
by the

[

VENICE.
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at An-
irgin in the
med great mi-
e information of

The only curiosity to
cona, is an image of
church, which has

racles ; accordinm
the inhabitan is lady sometimes

gets out of ‘humour, and has been
known X&én and shut her eyes, pre-
vious $. ny great event. When Bona-
g!\ ‘as at Ancona, he went to see this

nderful personage, but she being very

Q&Ch’ he visited her, not to pray, but to

steal. A sage priest informed me, that
after admiring her for some time, he sum-
moned one of his Aids-de-camp, and
desired him to hold out his hat; the con-
queror then began to strip the image, one
by one, of all the rich appendages with
which folly had decorated her, and depo-
sited them in the hat of his officer ; which
having finished, he turned to take a last
look, naturally to see if “ unadorned,
adorned the most;” but, immediately in
a hurried manner, he called back the
officer, and taking the jewels out of
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the hat again, replaced them as he found
them; after which, he hastily quitted the
church. The reason assigned by su-
perstition for the capricious conduct of
Bonaparte on this occasion, was, that
the holy image had given him a mebacing
look; but, as she stands in a spot where
only one person can see her at a time,
of course there could be no witness to
this but himself. Others suppose, that
he discovered the jewels to be false, the
lady having been visited before by some
one as cunning as himself; whilst man
assert, and with great appearance of
bability, that he had previously p &d
false jewels, exactly resembling &pun
the figure, and adopted t@\hod of
exchanging them, whk% d at the
same time to strengt e belief of the
devotees in the w&ul powers which
they ascribed to thi$image.

‘The m ﬁd of horse-racing in Italy
is sing the horses run without riders,

VENICE. %v 23

and to urge them on, li% Is with
sharp points in them ng to their
sides, which when t e is employed
in the race, act li rs; they have also
pieces of tin @s}tened on their hinder
parts, which, as'the animals rush through

the air, a loud rustling noise and
}em forward; I was much

un is fired when they first start, that

parations may be made to receive them
at the farther end; when they have run
half-way another gun is fired, and a third
when they arrive at the goal. To ascertain
without dispute which wins the race,
across the winning post, a thread is
stretched, dipped in red lead, which the
victor breaking, it leaves a red mark on
his chest, and this mark is decisive. The
first race was declared unfair, as one horse
had started before the rest, and the go-
vernor ordered another to be run the
following evening. To guard the course,
a great number of Roman soldiers under

frighten_,
agu”&vith the horse-races at Ancona.
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arms were ranged on each side of it, from
one end to the other. The morning after
dxe first race, the wind blew from the nerth,
and was rather cold ; I was sitting with his
Excellency the governor, Signor Vidoni,
when a messenger arrived from the ge-
neral, with his compliments, requesting
that the race might be deferred till another
day, as he thought the weather too cold
to put his troops under arms; the go-
vernor replied to him, that ¢ as the
weather was not too cold for the ladies,
he thought it was not too much so fo
Roman soldiers.” I have seen ona
which only threatened rain, a g f
Romans turn out, every one rich
had an umbrella under his ar, &dmm.
mer and fifer alone excepte, %

About ten miles @e from Ancona,
stands the village@ oretto, famous for
containing, a g to tradition, La Casa
Santa, or of the Holy Family, which
about f hmldred years ago, was brought

VENICE. @v 25

here from Nazareth by a legion of angels,
as Palestine was then4§n%the hands of
the infidels. A m: rank in Ancona
informed me, t archives of his fa-
mily contain full account of this
miracle ; ts late that one stormy night,
a compa'& angels were heard in the air
singing <hymns, and that the heavens

0 them were illuminated; in the

e rning, on the summit of the mountain

here it now stands, was found this holy
vestige, saved thus miraculously from
pollution, and containing the images of
the Virgin and our Saviour. Pilgrims who
had visited Palestine recognized it for the
same which they had formerly seen; and
others, who were on their way thither,
found, to their deep sorrow, when they
arrived at Nazareth, that it was gone.
These Pilgrims assert also, that the images
found in the house are the same which
were made by the hands of St. Luke. The
house is built of brick, and is divided into
two parts by a wall of considerable height.
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One of these parts comprises three<
fourths of the dwelling, and the remaining
fourth forms the other; in the smallest
in a niche of the wall, sufficiently high to
be seen in either room, are placed the
images of the virgin and child; they are
of bronze, and are neither well featured,
nor well proportioned. Below the niche
is the fire-place, still black and sooty, in
which the virgin used to perform her
cookery ; and, in a closet of the same
apartment, is shewna deep plate, made

bossed with gold en the outside, and o
of this our Saviour used to eat wha

had prepared. This chimney a hxs
plate are held in high ven

devotees, who bring hithe @es or
strings of beads, which eld a few
seconds over the dish e sanctified.
In the large apartm ere is nothing to

be seen but the ow through which
the angel G entered at the Annun-

ciation. i;% terior of this wonderful

of very ordinary materials, but richly em- E v

4}
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building is covered e marble,
elegantly sculptured hef displaying
the history of the amily ; and, over
the whole is a large and beautiful

church of tone brought from Istrea,
celebmte& its durable quality.

m}ad y of Lorretto was formerly im-
!@m&ly rich, but his Holiness took alarm
the near approach of the French, and
had all her wealth transported to Rome.
A gentleman in Ancona assured me, that
returning from Rome, he passed fifteen
waggons, all of which were loaded with
these riches ; and, that they were guarded
by a troop of horse. 'When Bonaparte
arrived at Lorretto, he found all was gone
but the chief treasure of the temple,
namely, the image of the virgin, which in
an impious rage, he took off with him in
his carriage ; this, however, was afterwards
restored, and though his Holiness was the
actual plunderer of the church, yet Bona-
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parte, as chief robber, came in, in process
of time, for a large share of the booty.

The niche in which the lady stands,
was formerly lined with gold; now it is
hung with a rich gold stuff. She herself
when I saw her, wore a stuff gown richly
embroidered ; on one of her fingers was
a brilliant of great value, and she had seve-
ral strings of pearls round her neck. In the
vestry adjoining the church, are still to be
seen many fine paintings by eminent

secreted from the general plunder,
were afterwards restored. There

several fine paintings in the ch ® close
by it there is a very g rvatory,
from which the view of driatic sea

and the surrounding COQ is delightful.
Some curiosities h: e@caped the tyrant’s
observation, a % is wonderful they
should ; th the vases in the labo-
ratory belohging to the church, on which

42,

masters, some of which had been piousl VV
Eo
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ure painted the Iliads o er by Mi-
chael Angelo, who ed them to the

lady of Lorretto. 2

Excepting{what 1 have described, Lo-
retto affoa&othing worthy of notice ; it

has no@de but that of priesteraft. The
road%geit is rugged and hilly, with here
.:{@'therc a nobleman’s seat.

4 - During my stay at Ancona, I was much

amused ; and several little circumstances
occurred which contributed to pass the
time agreeably, among others was a Jewish
marriage, at which I was present. I
likewise witnessed the ceremonies attend-
ant on the conversion of a Jew, some of
which were very ridiculous and absurd;
one of the duties enjoined him by the
church, was to parade several times a day,
dressed in white, from one end of the
town to the other, particularly in that
part where the Jews reside; who, when
they saw him would spit dpon him, and
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otherwise maltscat him. The great eclipse
this year, likewise, happened while I was
here, and threw the whole country into
" terror; the priests being always on the
watch to turn every event to their pecu-
niary advantage, had wrought up the
minds of the people to an extraordinary
pitch: all the houses and shops were
shut up, no place was open but the
churches, whither, at the height of the
eclipse, every one hastened for protection.
I returned from Venice to Ancona by
sea, for although the papal governm
had procured me a passport from Ca
dinal Fesch, to return by land i @hl)se

it, I was afraid to trust m in the
hands of men, destitute’ ith and
honour. The Brabaco hich I em-

barked, was obliged, contrary winds,
to put into the Lussina, in Dal-
matia; this p resented nothing but
a picture of jndustry and wretchedness.

The wzgyof Lussina are the hand-
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somest I almost ever saw, y have dark
hair, their features markably fine,
and there is a bea bloom upon their
countenances. again embarking, we
arrived, in @y ‘or two, in safety at

Venice. @
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EETTER PV

Departure from Venice—Triest—Voyage.
—Greek  Islands.—Zia.—Visit to the
Governor.—Inhabitants.—Scio.— Trade
and Climate.—Dress of the Women.—
Fortress—Homer's School.—King’s Birth
Day. — British Consul. — Frenchman.—
Journey by land to Smyrna.

Smyrna, June,{é}
I exerace the first opportunitOl ich

has occurred since my landingz,} giving
you an account of my sa ival here.

Shortly after my last l% eft Venice,
I embarked on boardeofa Venetian Po-
lacca, for this po Ve quitted Venice
at day break, e month of April,
and witho ting with any thing re-
markable,@ved the day following in
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the port of Triest, to w@ll vessels

sailing from Venice o und must
repair.  This is red as a great
hardship by the @ﬁans, and undoubt-
edly it is so;@s, thereby, much time is
lost, and l§) expense incurred ; this
regulatiop was made by the Imperial
goverr&t, in order to enrich Triest to

tl.'uggjury of Venice.

N ]
4 Triest is situated at the bottom of a

deep gulph, called the gulph of Triest.
The port is by no means safe, and is
subject to a wind called a Bora, which
blows with such violence, that it fre-
quently drives ships from their anchors
to their total destruction. A great deal
of trade is carried on in the town, Triest
being a kind of free port. The buildings
here are but little worthy observation,
excepting a new theatre, and semie other
public edifices, as yet in an unfinished state.

The merchants of Triest are, in general,

¥OL. 1. D
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not the most upright characters in the
world ; many of them are Greeks, who
carry on commerce, more on speculation
than on real capital.

Having got our manifest signed by the
officer appointed for the purpose, and
paid the dues, we soon bade farewell to
Triest. The wind usually serving best
for coasting that side of the gulph of
Venice on which Istria stands, we kept
close to the shore, and as we passed along,
enjoyed from a distance, a fine view of
the ruins of the grand amphitheatr
Pola. We had for many days bué&
and bafflng winds, and sailed by
Corfu and the islands in
Approaching rather n the Italian
shore than we had i , the French
camp at Otranto ‘?g lainly to be dis-
cerned, but I form no idea of its
extent; it a to cover a vast space

e Adriatic is at this season

of ground.
“of the - filled with fine fish, particu-

dnatxc.
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larly the tunny and t eta; for
several days we were tunate as to
catch regularly on ﬁny and several

bonetas, and ong@ twice we caught a
pilot fish : th'@ a fish you have never
seen: it i%(mt the size of a small
~1’na(‘kareixan has alternate cross stripes

of blacyid light blue.

ﬁ passed to the southward of Ce-

@halonea, and close by the north side of .

Zante, which appears to be well-peopled
and well cultivated. For several days we
were on the north-west coast of the
Morea, and had Mount Olympus in sight
a considerable time. A favourable breeze
carried us at length abreast of the island
of Serigo, This island is now almost
uninhabited, and is extremely dangerous
to pass, as the Greek pirates often make
it their hiding place; the creeks are fa-
vourable for their boats to run into, and
from the heights of the mountains they
can descry, whether they may attack
D 2

B
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vessels with impunity. These wretches
are not contented with plunder, but put
to death all those who fall into their hands,
in order to prevent a discovery. Our Po-
lacca was well armed, we had two long
twelve-pounders, and four brasssix-pound-
ers, besides small arms; we were likewise
manned by fifteen able-bodied men ; yet,
we were not without our apprehensions,
and therefore, to borrow a sailor’s phrase,
we gave the island a wide birth. Serigo
is just at the entrance of the Archipelago,

which blow down the Arches; I

the “prevailing winds_here are north-east
5,

Tate, seventeen days fro ngland ;
three of which we had n sight of
her, and we were te detained in
sight of the island v;gales and contrary
winds. We k strict look out onm
board of our% , but nothing occurred
to distu : and again a fair wind

sprin%&»p, carried us past Milo, where

member when I made last year th
voyage, off Serigo, we spokeE ary,
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vessels in general take ; and Fal-
conera, which is in only by a few
Greek shepherds. wind brought us

likewise to th %d and port of Zia,
we had als peep of Cape Colonna,
crowned with the ruins of the temple of
Minerya,brom the pillars of which, the
Cape_ tikes its name. A storm of nor-
Ck& wind took us aback before we

;Areached the Douro passage, and obliged

us to take refuge in the harbour of -
Zia, where a whole fleet may ride in
security from every gale. The entrance
to this creek or arm of thesea, is very
safe, by keeping it, in the sea phrase,
open; and when once within it, ships
of whatever burden, may come to an
anchor in any depth of water they please,

in good anchoring ground. We lay moored
to the shore.

The Venetians are not bad sailors,
but when they have a port under their
lee, they will seldom keep at sea with a
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contrary wind; and, as they are all, from
the captain to the cabin-boy, merchants
on their own private account, they en-
deavour to turn every unfavourable gust
to their advantage. We lay several days
at Zia, and supplied its poor inhabitants
with many necessaries.

On my arrival at Zia, the governor,
and all the different consuls visited me,
and ‘invited me in the most cordial manner
to partake of every pleasure which the
island afforded, during my stay here.
return for this piece of Kkindness
captain, who was one of the bes
the world, gave a dinner o
vessel to all the ﬁrst men
Many ships, under va
like ourselves, here ta efuge from the
storm; and our in embraced this

opportunity to irWie all their commanders
to partake e entertainment.  Such
aday was fieyer seen at Zia: the governor

and @3 consuls were received when

d hlS

%e island.

olours, had

@,"&

S
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i Q?alute from

of our sove-
mid the roar of

they came on hoard,
each ship, and the
reigns were d

canpon. ternoon, a visit was
paid to eve ssel in the port, each of
whlch lly saluted; and, in the

evemﬁ( we accompanied his Excellency
ang sdite back to the town, with a

of music.

The island of Zia is but thinly peopled,
and as poorly cultivated ; their only articles
of exportation are Valonea, or gall nuts,
and sheep’s wool; of the former, some hun-
dreds of tons are shipped yearly ; of the
latter, the quantity is but very trifling.

The town stands upon a hill, it is
about an hour’s walk from the shore, and
consists of a few mean looking, flat-roofed
houses, built of stone and mud. The
inhabitants are both filthy and indolent,
the only decent looking families in Zia,
are those of the Imperial and British
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Cousuls, who are kind hospitable people,
and had it not been that their houses
were at too great a distance from the
water-side, I should have availed myself
of their friendly invitation, to take up my
residence with them. I dined, however,
with each of them, and drank some
charming wine of the country, not unlike
Champagne. The governor, having only
a short time preceding, arrived at Zia,
had not a house in which he could see
company; but, in return for our paval
fete, he gave us a rural one at a tow
calied the tower of St. Helen, whi
sitvated in a delightful spot at theYen-
trance of the island; this
square, and composed of white” marble ;
the walls are entire, b & stairs being
in a very ruinous _staté, rendered an
ascent to the top, q cult and hazardous
‘undertaking ; fi ence, however, the
view of t untry around, and the
dxstaut ea,vis very fine. We were met
ky from the tower, by a band

SMYRNA. %Y’ 41

of music, and saluted o@ arrival, by
repeated discharges usketry. The
governor and pri f the island were
waiting our nce. After walking
about a li@ ‘e sat down to a repast,
which consisted of all the delicacies that
the could produce, with some
dis &cuharto it.  During dinner, the

entertained us with many sweet
nd simple airs. The principal instru-
ments were the lyre and the lute, and
these were at intervals accompanied by
the voice, agreeably to the Grecian man-
ner; the inhabitants of Zia play re-
markably well on the lyre, which they
boast, was invented in their island ; certain
it is, that Simonides put an additional
chord to it; the music of the lyre is soft
and melodious, and pleases my ear better
than that of the violin; its notes are
much wilder. The manner of playing
on these two instruments is the same,
with this difference only, that the bottom
of the lyre rests upon the knee.
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This island displays no traces in  the
present day of what it 'was formerly. 'The
only thing pointed out to my notice,
supposed to be an antique, was a piece
of stone, on which can be traced something
resembling a lion, but its appearance is
so rude as to render it doubtful whether
it was an effort of ‘art. There are some
slight remains of a subterranean passage
near the town, and at a distance may be
seen the foundation of the temple.

On account of the repeated incursi
of pirates, the town of Zia was

several miles distance from the n a
hill, that the inhabitants m@ able
to discern their approa nd make
preparations for their &e; of late,
however, their visits are become less
frequent, and a & colony have begun
to establish t @ ves by the water-side,
where the erected houses and small

magazi d carry on a trade in salt,
and other necessaries for domestic

fishermep, though all around the island
there '?.%"bundance of the finest fish,
whigh, however, they never attempt to
t'dés unless urged to do so by necessity ;
Ait is no uncommon - thing to see a whole
é family, in which there are boys and
girls of twelve or fourteen, following one
poor ass, from the product of whose
labours they derive all their subsistence,
excepting a few herbs and roots which
they gather in passing from the town

to the port.

The wind at length became favourable,
and we got under weigh; during the
afternoon, and through the 'night, we
eontinued to gain ground; but, in the
morning, our hopes were again blasted
by adverse gales, and we could not wea-
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ther the Douro passage. Having sup-
plied the inhabitants of Zia with all
the necessaries for which they had oc-
casion, and no other port near being
reckoned secure from pirates, we kept
out to sea, beating about for two days,
and at length bore away for the passage
between Tino and Meconi. When a con-
trary wind blows through the Douro
passage, which is formed by Negroponte
and Andro, the current sets in with the
wind, so that it is almost impracticabl
to weather it; and both of these isl
being very thinly populated, thei

are often the lurking place @i tes.

The passage of Tino and 1is very
narrow, but very safe, a en vessels
cannot attempt the ot ey often bear

away for it, though e risk of losing
much time, as in uence of so doing,
they are thro :Q) far to leeward, which
in these it is no easy matter to

make E n.

>

Nadl

Tino appears to be @itful island,
and is inhabited by 1 Greeks, who
are amongst the m&ustrims of that
people ; Meconi not wear the same
appearance ty, nor are the persons
who live IR it so remarkable for their
indus x°We at length arrived in the
cha ;lg,.or as it is called, the canal of

¢ and having proceeded to the north
end of it, as far as the Spalmatori islands,
the wind again headed us; during the
summer months, it here blows a gale
through the day, and at night a calm
succeeds; the air is in consequence kept
cool and pleasant, and this circumstance |
is not considered in the least inconvenient
by the natives of the country; they avail
themselves of the counter-breeze, which
though very light, blows through the night;
with the northerly wind, they stretch
over under the main land, close to the
islands, and thus, even in the night season,
advance on their voyage; but this not
being a safe method for large vessels to

SMYRNA.
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adopt, we beat about for two days with-
out gaining any advantage. A circum-
stance occurred here, which although at
the time it alarmed me not a little,
afforded meafterward much entertainment.
Being in bed - one morning about four
o’clock, I heard the captain, who was
a rigid Roman Catholic, come into the
cabin, and striking on his breast, call on
the Holy Virgin in ‘the most energetic
manner, ‘¢ Santa Maria, Santa Maria,
what have I done ‘to merit this treat-

ment ? Save me, save me!” I looked ou@

of the state-room, and asked him;
was the matter? “ What!" crj
“ did you not feel us strike?
be on shoré presently ?” I g out of
bed and ran to the cabi %

I found we were about quarter of a

mile’ from the la%ﬁ? very deep water, -

and that the as as smooth as a
lookmo-glass a gentle counter-current
Wwas carr us along-shore, and the
captai y?afrald of a promontory of

ows, when
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Jand, which was still onsiderable
distance.  Slipping %ﬂe clothes, 1
went upon deck, I found that the
same constern t& ad seized the whole
crew ; on o %ﬂhe finest mornings that
ever arose,.some were invoking = the
V.irgi&%hels calling on Saint Antonio,
and , -a greater fool than the rest,
lghted a holy candle, which had
been blest at Padua, and given to him
by his confessor to preserve him in any
great danger; all this time the helm
was abandoned, and the ship entirely
left to herself. I .took the helm, and
calling to some who were not quite so
devout as the rest, to brace round the
head-yards, a gentle zephyr dilled them,
and we swung round the point without
the smallest difficulty or danger. Every
one now extolled his own saint above
that of another, and even quarrelled about
which of them had preserved us; in this
altercation the fellow with the candle
was louder than any of the rest, and
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attributed to that, the salvation of the
ship and of our lives. Being unable to

weather the passage, we were obliged to -

bring up opposite to the town of Scio.

Scio is the most beautiful and fertile,
as well as the most populous of the Greek
islands ; we landed under the fortress,
which is garrisoned by Turks; although the
island is almost entirely governed by the
Greeks. Every Frank nation has a consul
here. Our ship being under Imperial

colours, our first visit was paid to tl@

Imperial consul, at whose house we
soon joined by Signor Guidieu, ul

for the British nation. x

Besides this town, whi ﬁm its name
from the island, thereé in it several
others, but these y DO means so
opulent. The Scio is pretty con-
siderable, mn& her articles of export
are valual amongst these is gum
muﬂc,‘gzemin quantity of which is
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retained for the use of Qultan, and
for the consumption the Turkish
ladies in his do ng who chew it
continually ; it éid to keep their teeth
clean, althou me allege that it gives
rise to ﬁess but, as the fair sex
in Tur& have not the same freedom of

h

speech, which is allowed to females in

4 countries, they probably use it to

eep their jaws in motion. There is also

éat Scio a great trade in silk, which is

manufactured principally on the island,
and exported to other parts of the em-
pire; it is in general twilled, and goes
under the name of Demite de Scio.
There is likewise a considerable export
of lemons aud oranges for the supply of
the metropolis, Smyrna, and other places,
and many cargoes are sent annually to
Russia by the Black Sea. The inhabitants
of Scio make likewise remarkably fine
preserves, they are more curious, and
in greater variety than in any other part

of the Levant; the conserve of roses is

VOL. I. E



50 LETTER 1V,

particularly good. The vegetables at Scio
are of an excellent quality, and the season
being much earlier here than at Constan-
tinople, every spring large cargoes of
cucumbers and melangans are conveyed
thither, as well as to Smyrna, which,
although mnearly in the same latitude, is
by no means so forward.

The climate of Scio is delightful, and
the air more salubrious than that of any
of the other islands in the Levant; on
the mountains it is thin and keen,
temperate in the low country : pers &Ia‘
consumptive habit generally re@%&io,

where they are frequently ored to
health. An English gem.@, who has
resided in the Levan@ a number of
years, usually mak io his favourite
place of abode, ount of the fineness

of the air; &i‘sald to indulge himself

with an ai by walking some hours

inas f nudity, on the top of a
- higbgytain.
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The dress of the ladie 3 cio appears

to me both singula absurd. The
women, in gene e handsome, and
well-shaped, all ranks of them

heighten thei ural complexion by an
immode JuSe of paint, both red and
white ; V must however acknowledge,
tha y lay it on very skilfully. In

the fair Sciotes, I shall begin at the
head : around it, their hair, which is
very luxuriant, is braided in small plaits,
on the top of it they wear a cap, made
of white or scarlet wool, of a very fine
quality, and this is decorated with a
half handkerchief of some lively colour,
in which are stuck flowers, either natural

:gdﬁ to describe systematically the dress

_or artificial ; they wear heavy ear-rings

and have an infinity of gold chains round
their neck. Their upper garment is a
kind of jacket made of silk, or very fine
cloth, and is quilted with cotton to the
thickness of an inch or more ; this jacket
is pretty long behind, their petticoats are

)
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generally white, and embroidered; be-
neath these, they wear something re-

sembling a hoop, which has the effect

of extending their clothes in a circular
form of no small dimensions; from this
it may be concluded, that the petticoats
are short, and display somewhat more
than the ankle ; and, although I cannot
positively assert that the ladies in the |

Levant wear the breeches, yet they cer-
tainly are decorated with articles of
that nature, and these are fastened
the knees with bunches of red ri ]
their stockings are no way rem@ le,
but they wear very high hee @hppers,
either yellow or red, wh§ have ro
quarters to keep them o that none
but the women of Seip” conld walk in
them. Thus accoutsed, you may imagine
that these w present a very sin-
gular app to the eye of a stranger,
who h accustomed to see ladies
end ing to make themselves look
as 1 as possible; notwithstanding,
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the ladies of Scio look tkably well.

The men are ha e, and dress
plainly in the o@ fashion ; they are

in general, acuté enterprising, and in-
dustrious ; isit foreign countries at
an early per d of life, and return home
to p eir more mature years, and to
e%y the wealth which they may have
mped, not in idle expenses, but in the

g
%ursuits of commerce, and in the culti-

vation of their native soil.

The religion on this island is chiefly
Roman Catholic: there are several con-
vents of monks, and most of the priests
of that profession in the Levant have
been educated here,

There are not many Jews in Scio : the
inhabitants of that place are too keen for
Jews to thrive amongst them; the few
who do reside there, live in the fortress,
as a place of protection from the insults
of the superstitious Greeks.
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The fortress is very strong, and advan-
tageously situated, but I cannot say if
it is well mounted ; there are in it several
heavy pieces toward the town, and be-
tween it and the houses, there is a large
open space of ground, on which no person
is allowed to build, that by this means,
order and regularity may be better pre-
served among the inhabitants. The build.
ings, w1th the exception of a very few.
are mean, being principally in the Turkish
style ; the walks in the vicinity are very

pleasant, particularly one by the wat
side, which, on holidays, displaysa

show of Grecian beauty. &

At about an hour’s ‘&om the
town, there is a gr(@ which it is
said, Homer held his s8Hool; some seats
are still shewn ?on which tradition
says, his schol@. Scio is one of the
seven citi v%e lay claim to the honour

es
of havi iven birth to that poet; near
this @ is made a delicious wine, called

> 55
“ Homer's wine;” it is s’@and sweet,

but will not bear carria%

E he third of June,

On the eveni t
my captain, on all occasions made
it his study"t® give me pleasure, invited

all thg\c&Suls and captains who were
at Scjo, o dine on board his ship on the
f in order to celebrate the birth-day

l%f the best of sovereigns; and expressed
éat the same time, his hopes that all the
ships would do honour to the day, by
hoisting what colours they had, and firing
a salute. In the morning, it blew a
perfect gale, which unfortunately conti-
nued all day long with such violence,
that no boat durst venture, either from
the ship or the shore. At eight we fired
a salute, and hoisted every colour we had
on board; all the vessels in the roads did
the same, and the consuls on shore, with
the exception of the French one, dis-
played their colours. At twelve we again
saluted, and that it might be a day of .

SMYRNA.
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general festivity on board, I gave, in
addition to the captain’s bounty, a few
bottles of old rum to the crew, who
invoked all their saints to bless the fa-
wourite of God. Just as we were sitting
down to dinner, we descried a boat
drifting - before the gale, and presently
discovered that it contained our consul,
who thus rashly evinced his loyalty at
the hazard of his life; he had prevailed
~ on a waterman to get his boat drawn
along shore, about two miles to wind-

ward of the ship, and then ventured :
be drifted to her side ; we thre
he

W |
overboard, and took him up 6&
stern, drenched to the skin, eaving
the boat half full of water;\he was so
kind as to bring with bi % few bottles
of “ Homer’s wine,”’ i&ch we toasted
our sovereign, en sung the Bri-
ton’s hymn, save the King.” I
e coast of Italy, a pair of
which on the salute to King
set at large, that they might

SMYRNA. ?’ 57

return to land, and @:utg their
loves at liberty. é

The British at Scio had been

man \@ppointed his successor ; he is
g -

very vighant, and has on more occasions

t ne, rendered service to our country,

Qnrticularly when Captain Hood was on
éthe Smyrna station ; and he received, in

consideration of his services, by order
of that gallant officer, a present of
fifty pounds.

This consul related to me a singular
anecdote, worthy of being recorded. A
Frenchman who was consul at Scio for
the Republic, at the time that the Turks
declared war against France, was thrown
into prison, where in spite of repeated
artifices attempted for his escape, he re-
mained several months. He was at length
advised to solicit the British consul to
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interfere for his release, which after some
debate with himself he did, through the
medium of a note, and Signor Guidieu,
by making a small present to the governor,
obtained his enlargement. When the
Frenchman was about to leave Scio on his
return home, he waited on his benefactor, to
enquire if he could do any thing for him in
France ; Signor Guidieu requested, that he
would take charge of an umbrella of his
which wasout of repair, that it might be
mended there; he took it accordingly.

On the conclusion of peace betwe%

France and the Porte, this same fc
was nominated consul to another
Grecian isles, and from thence §

friend at Scio, saying, that/if )ie would
send him the money wh@ repairs of
the umbrella had cost, héywould return it
to him by the pe@vho brought him
payment; in thO terval between the

receipt of i}@etter and the arrival of

the mone ritain had declared war
against@e; and when the messenger
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came, in place of restori Q umbrella,
this worthy representati France and
Frenchmen, return ¢ British consul
for answer, th the two countries
which they lly represented were
now at war, Jlis umbrella had become a

good anﬂ@v’ful prize!

[
'&here was no appearance of the

zﬁind changing, I came to the resolution

of prosecuting the rest of my journey to
Smyrna by land; I therefore crossed the
canal to Chizme, a Turkish port on the
main land, at the back of that neck of
land which stretches along one side of
the gulph of Smyrna. Chizme has a snug
little harbour: the entrance to the port
is marrow, but afterward it extendsina
circular direction, and forms a complete
bason, where ships of any draught of
water may ride in safety. It was in this
bason that Elphinstone, with the Russian
fleet under his command, burnt that of
the Turks, which had resorted hither
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in order to seek refuge from him. The
distance from Scio to Chizme is about
an hour’s row, I crossed in that time
with two pair of oars. Meeting at Scio
with a person who was going to Smyrna,
we agreed to travel in company; I
esteemed myself very fortunate in finding
this man, as he spoke the Turkish lan-
guage; we served also as a sort of guard
to each other, being both of us well
armed. I had procured a letter to the
governor of Chizmé, who received us
with great cordiality, and dispatch
some -of his people in quest of horse
us; for, at this season of the y
Greeks and the other inhabi
busy in their vineyards, are-
to let their horses in t %

be hired at other times; ‘With much diffi-

culty, therefore, %?’servants of the
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Aga procured r us; as the sun
was very hot eferred the commence-
ment of our Tigle till the evening. Chizme

presen% ing curious or interesting, it
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peopled by
; to the latter,

the channel of Sgi unding with the
finest fish, aﬂ'c@ very profitable em-
ployment. & egan our journey about
sun-set ;  forva considerable distance our
road 1 h.the margin of the sea; after
the gultry heat of the day, the evening

brepze was peculiarly grateful. On our
ute we passed several warm baths,

is but a small village,
husbandmen and fish

40
éstmngly impregnated with sulphur, to

which in the spring many people resort
from Scio and the adjacent country ;
as it was now dark, I was prevented
from examining into them, although we
halted near them for a few minutes, to
refresh our horses.

After passing the baths, our road lay
over the mountains, which are very lofty,
and covered with fine trees; when the
moon arose, we had a delightful prospeet
from the summit of one of these hills;
we beheld around us, aspiring mountains.
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and deep vallies all decorated with trees,
behind us was the sea, the murmuring
of whose waves might still be heard,
while thousands of nightingales were warb-
ling their evening song. We continued
our journey over hill and dale till mid-
night, when our guides made us halt
in the middle of a rich corn field, which
had been just cut down, and where they
allowed our horses to regale ina sump-
tuous manner, at the expense of some
poor farmer. As we were to rest here
for two hours, we took some supper a

a glass of wine; the guides then laj

few sheaves together, and und the
canopy of Heaven I enjoyed fort-
able nap upon them, till i &Judged
proper for us to commen oute again.

You know I am %nd of travelling
in the night, ularly by moonlight,
and now, n linations were gratified
in their t extent; nothing inter-
rupted lemn stillness which reigned
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around, save the notes o omel, the
sound of some distan erfall, or the
breeze which gen ispered through
the boughs of lofty elm, or the
gloomy cypr he mountains are in-
fested by grobbers, but none annoyed us,
neither } we perceive any traces of
the , or the tiger, which at times

ﬁeen found here. At day-break

e stopped at a most romantic spot, it
w

ras a circular plat of ground, affording
fine pasturage, and surrounded by well
wooded mountains ; in the centre of it
stood a goat-herd’s hut, where we found
a copious fountain at which his flocks: -
drank ; from this goat-herd I procured a
little milk; we also kindled a fire and
made coffee; on our departure the old
man told us, that there was among the
mountains a blackman, who laid tra-
vellers passing that way ~under contri-
bution, and cautioned us to be upon our

guard against him.
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Descending the mountains to the
water-side, I found we were on the
borders of the gulph of Smyrna, and
before us lay the Clazomena islands. In
our descent we passed through a deep
valley, called the *“ Vale of Tigers.”
In this valley for some length of time,
one or more tigers have been Kkilled
anuually, but the name by which it is
now called, it bhas borne for centuries.
The gentlemen of Smyrna frequently
make shooting parties in its vicinity, as
there is abundance of sport here, pa
ticularly near Gulebagshee, or the gar@
of roses. The country we now tra
through, had a greater appe
cultivation; the vines were thh
fruit, yet green. About 'éclock we

stopped at Uralla, a con@ ble Turkish

village. The greater the fine Smyrna
raisins which yo e seen in Britain,

come from U where several cargoes
are prepa nually ; at the season of
the Ra% or fruit harvest, the Smyrna
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merchants send their cl attend
its in-gathering, and a tl me, there
is a great deal o ness transacted
in this wllage.

Uralla is &ted on the side of a
mountaj o t an hour’s distance* from
the sho.;g, and commands a prospect of
thK ole of the spacious gulph, as far

llow-traveller rather troublesome to me,
he had several acquaintances at Uralla,
from whom I could not get him separated,
till out of all patience, I ordered my
horses to be brought immediately, and
thus reduced him to reason.

4% Mitylene. I here found my Greek
Q,fe

Being fatigued with riding all night,
and a part of this day, and that too on

* All distances in Turkey are reckoned by the
mareh of a camel, which is computed to be nearly
four miles an hour, therefore it is usual there to say
so many hours, instead of so many miles.

VOL. I. ®
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a Tuwkish saddle, we now repaired to
the sea-side, where we procured a boat
to convey us to Smyrna. From the cir-
cumstance of my fellow-traveller having
wasted the whole forenoon at Uralla,
we lost the inbatt*, about ten miles
from Smyrna; and, as it was now
dark, and our boat could not be pulled
by the oars, we were obliged to beat
her up into the bay; we did not come
to an anchor till midnight; the hour
being so late, no place was open, nei-

ther indeed was there any boat to %

us on shore. I had, therefore, no ¢ ,

but to take up my nights ing
where I was, and wrapped n my
great coat, was obhged %e on the

<&y

Y

* The inbatt, or sﬂ?:.e, blows from morning
till evening in the( gy of Smyrna; it is then
succeeded by th d breeze, which continues tili
after sun ri I thus the air, which would other-

wise bt@?ﬁbly hot, is rendered cool and teme

perate

B

&
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stones which were at ttom of
the boat. The o]d did their

best to erect an over me, as a
shelter from t uck dew; but, not-
withstandin at day-break, I found
my CIOtN° ked through with the
damp, M- that I was scarcely able to

mov limbs.
o
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LETTER V.

Smyrna. — Homer. — Antiquities. —
Castles.~Villages.

Smyrna, 1804.
Smyrya is a city in Asia Minor, situated
in latitude 384 28™. at the head of
extensive gulph bearing the same
it is the first port for trade in th ole
of the Turkish dominions: i xpresent
situation is delightful, an@oaching
it by sea, it has the rance of a

capacious amphitheatr%c owned, on the
summit with the r an ancient castle.

Smyrna @Teen frequently destroyed

by fire, a robably too by some con-
vulsio nature, as earthquakes are very
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common here, although has not
been one these many sufficiently
violent to do any e. It has been

supposed, that its Gwdient site was where
the pleasant & of Bournabat is now
built, about an. hour’s ride north-east fmm
where the eity at present stands; others
conje t& that at another period, it st'?od
n'*g spot now ealled the Olive trees; -

ut the same distance to the south-
e’w

est; but in neither of these places is
there any thing discoverable which can
give rise to more than mere conjecture.
The town on its present situation has
béen more than once reduced to ashes,
but that situation is so eligible, that
notwithstanding, it is still preferred be-
fore any other. i

The bay is extensive and fine, the
anchorage is excellent, and the water s
deep, that ships of considerable burden
may anchor close by the wharf, and it is
but rarely that any accident occurs, €X-
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cepting through the carelessness of those
whose duty it is to attend to their vessels,

* Smyrna can boast of no public buildings
of any note. The houses are of the
most wretched kind, being formed ac-
cording to the Turkish mode, of wood
and unburnt brick; and in their archi-
tecture they are inelegant and inconvenient,
The streets are narrow and badly paved,
that in which the Franks live is superior
to any other, and their houses are built

in a different manner, many of them a
of stone and look tolerably handsomieg

the one inhabited by the co (%’s
consul is among the best, it @ted
at the expense of the oq% y since

the last fire. Q

In this part of ?ky there are no
made roads, of the use of wheeled

carriages eit@the purpose of pleasyre
mpracticable ;  their only

or c.aomrner%f
method ore, of transporting mey-
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chandize is by the Hama Q Turkish
porter, or by the cam re is, how-
ever, a Very easy jage by water
from one part e town to the
other, as in ﬁefuarter where traffic is
pursued, thesea comes to the very
doors. Fom jaunts of pleasure, the horse
and he ass are employed, on which

exes ride a-straddle. The horses

2 Smyrna. are very good, and in general,

ocile ; they are ridden only with a single

bit, but this is so contrived as to be
rendered more powerful than any bridle
in Christendom ; it is made with a ring
curb which passes over the under jaw,
and gives astonishing command.

This city boasts of having given birth
to Homer: it is ascertained, that at one
time he had a school here, the supposed
site of which is to this day held in ve-
neration, and shewn to travellers as one
of the curiosities of the place; this,
however, can be nothing but a mere
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traditional chimera, as the city has been
so frequently destroyed, and its situation
so often changed since the period at
which he lived. A garden is also shewn
near Smyrna, called the ¢ Garden of
Homer;” but, as there are many people
of that name here, it is probable that
this garden belonged to one of their
ancestors, who has been mistaken by
posterity for the poet; on the banks of
the river Melicé, about an hour’s ride
from the village of Bournabat, isa grotto,
called ¢ Homer’s grotto,”” in which it i
asserted he wrote his Iliad; and fi
its charming and retired situatio is
not impossible that he might use
~of it as a retreat from soci nd. from
the scorching rays of rdent sun.
The road to this grot%?intricate, and
for a considerable of the way winds
up the banks e river; on these
banks a grea tity of honey is made,
of an e ﬁte flavour, the plants on
the m ins around being highly aro-
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matic, but the husband s often dis-
appointed of it by t rs, which at
times descend f) hese mountains.
The grotto of eris in a rock, which
stands on th@aﬂe of a hill, imme-
diately ovérhanging the river; it is very
diﬂicult\f ccess, as the hill is remarkably
steepfgnd conceals it; it appears to be

sl.:e\?h out of the rock, but it is not easy

determine, whether it was formed by
the hand of art or nature; there are
several entrances to it of a semi-circular
shape, but they are very low, and so
indeed is the interior, insomuch, that
it would be impossible to stand upright
in it. As the hyenas have of late made
a den of this grotto, it is no longer safe
to enter it. Some seats have been hewn
on the top of the rock, on which the
Franks have left their names; from this,
there is a fine view of the surrounding

country, and even of part of the bay
of Smyrna.
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Respecting antiquities, I have but little
to communicate to you, as Smyrna con-
tains very few specimens of them. In
the middle of the town, near that quarter
inhabited by the Jews, stand the ruins
of atemple ; but, from the small diameter
of the columns which are of Egyptian
marble, it could not have been of much
magnitude ; near these ruins there is
something resembling an altar, composed
of white marble, and bearing an inscrip-

tion, but it has been so defaced by Turkish
barbarity, that it is impossible to mak@

out any part of it. About half an ho&
ride eastward from Smyrna, the

of Diana” may be seen; nothi xhow—
ever, remains of it but th ndation,
which is of marble, an a circular

form. It is copiously>sfurnished with -

delicious water w@gurgles from the
bottom of it, qﬁ the distance of a-

few paces, turns, a’flour mill ; as, in order

to supply ¢lifmill, the water is dammed
up, it f considerable depth, and
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some who have had the ¢ Q to bring
a boat up the river 2 ssues from it,

say, that they n in it many
columns of white ble ; the dam abounds
with carp a@h, but they are not
of a good %’p g,

Neat, the village of Bournabat there are
\ﬁl r of broken columns, and on the
@d to Sediqui, another village which
shall have occasion to speak of in my

tour through the suburbs of this city,
several tumuli are visible.

The ancient castle of Smyrna, at the
top of the mountain, on the side and
brow of which the present city is built,
has a most commanding situation, and
bearing directly on the town and the bay,
would, if in perfect repair, keep both in
the most complete subjection ; about this
castle there are many subterraneous pas-
sages, which lead down through the town ;
I have been in the mouth of one of them,
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which a Jew of my acquaintance employs
as a cellar. Contiguous~ to his house,
high in a niche in the wall of the castle
near one of its gates, is a head of white
marble, of colossal size, said to be that of
the founder of Smyrna.

Besides the castle T have just men-
tioned, there are two others, one of
which, that is the lower castle, you
may have heard spoken of; it stands
about six miles down the gulph, at a
narrow place where ships must
within hail of it; it has mounted ﬁ)
many pieces of ordnance, of anas @ﬁng
calibre; I have often crept .i out
of them: they are of b and have
no carriages, they lie on a breast-
Q!rf stone to keep
this castle which
ds the entrance to the
bay, is alsé=in bad repair, and a few
shot w lw’soon reduce it; every ship
which Iaves $Smyrna must here shew a
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tescaré, or clearance, e custom-
house, and pay a ca of powder.
The third is a miserable fabric,

situated in th n, on which are mounted
a few 1 éﬁ;-swivels of iron; it is more
properly ‘speaking, a prison, and as a
g @ﬁred from it on the beheading of
uXerson, it is probable that this ope-

y
Qéation may be performed within its walls.

The country around Smyrna for a short
distance, is fertile and well peopled;
there are several fine villages in the
enyirons, to which in the summer season,
the Franks and the wealthy inhabitants
resort; those who are sportsmen repair
thither also to indulge in their favour-
ite amusement. ;

1 have already mentioned Bournabat:
it is at the distance of about an hour’s
ride from Smyma ; it stands on the banks
of the Melic2, now but a trifling rivulet;
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and at the foot of several mountains; it
is one of the finest villages in Turkey:
the houses are good and commodious,
and each one hasa garden amply stocked
with fine orange, lemon, and -citron
trees, to which the soil is peculiarly con-
genial; after quitting the narrow dirty
streets of the city, the ride is uncommonly
pleasant over a fine plain, well cultivated
and planted in many parts with olive
trees, which have stood several centuries,
but which are still beautiful as well as
venerable, and yield fruit abundantly.

The walks on the edge of the mounta?s@

near the village are delightful, and st

by the bounteous hand of nat \ynth

thousands of aromatic plants @wers.

During spring and autuu& urnabat
ev

becomes quite gay, th ing parties

are very agreeable, a@ ey frequently
continue in the op till a late hour.

Cucklugi;&% another small village

about th distance-east from Smyrna,
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built upon the brow of a@ with a
charming prospect of ain lying
between it and Bou ; it is yet in
its infancy, few E have houses in
it, but the I 1 consul has here
built a palace, and it is not unlikely that
his ex: lérhay be followed ; the mer-
chants _of " his country, however, are
no S‘&spectable as those of any of the
ér nations who have consuls at Smyrna ;
)

ong others, many Greeks and Ame-

0 ricans protected by their missions, are

become wealthy, and have begun to build
near the residence of their consul.

A curious circumstance is related, said
to have happened in this village. A
Raajah, or one belonging to the Turkish
empire, who is not a Mussulman, in-
formed an English merchant at Smyra
secretly, that he had discovered a spot
which concealed much treasure; the laws
of the empire are so barbarous, that if
any person makes a discovery of this
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kind, and appropriates the riches to his
own use, in case of his being detected,
which generally happens, he is punished
with the utmost rigour, for stealing what
they say belongs to the Sultan; and the
punishment is inflicted, not only on him-
self and family, but alse, on all his re-
lations ; should he, on the contrary, reveal
to the government where a treasure lies
concealed, he is sentenced to the basti-
nado or some other torture, until he
confess that he has participated in his
discovery. The person who found out
the treasure at Cucklugiah, aware of hi

hazardous situation, made a confida

the English Frank, who purchagéd)the
land in which it was deposi ilt a
wall around, and at thei éxvenience,
he and the Raajah dudt up; report
says, that they fo immense riches,
which at inte % y conveyed to
Smyrna, and % off for England,
whither- shortly returned.
wheme{,gam the reality of this: story

0@
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is to be depended upon, it is in that
a circumstance of the appened.
The discovery of tr in Turkey

is not rare, neithe t wonderful that

immense sums Id have been hidden
in every part " as well from the ty-
ranny of i €sent posSessors, as during

the chaM and revolutions which the
empisdhhas undergone, in the course of

,u%u& thousand years.

Bugiah, another pretty village, nearly
the same distance from Smyrna to the
south-east, is now become a place of
great rtesort for the Franks; the British
consul has a good house here, and so
have many of that nation. This village
was formerly more inhabited by Greeks
than Turks, and on account of the great
scarcity of water, was not much visited ;
the British consul has, however, done
away that want, and, at a considerable
expense, has brought water from behind
the neighbouring mountains. In a few
VOL., L G
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years Bugiah will probably become a very
populous place; as it is rather nearer
the town than the other villages, and
has likewise this advantage, that a good
carriage road to it might be made at
a trifling cost.

Sediqui is another charmvng village,
about an hour and a half’s ride from
town, and is by far the most rural of
the whole. It is situated south from
Smyrna, on the east side of a high moun-
tain, covered with lofty trees; the walk
about this mountain are beautiful
romantic, and justly entitle the
to the name it bears, which in r&v
ish language, signifies th $ i
of Love” The Dutch %and many
of his countrymen h
The lion and tige
on the neighbe

ouses here.
?sometimes found

mountaies which
abound wnth e, indeed this is the
case with t e mountains around the
gulph o S@yma. The hyena, bear, and
wild are very common,

i
&

Smyrna. Nks —Religious Toleration.—
Pop lﬁ on. — Government. — Custom-
- — Bazars.— Post.—Commerce.

Smyrna, June, 1804.

Youare perfectly right in the supposition
that the Turks are quite bigotted to the
Mahometan religion. They regard all those
who are not of their faith as infidels,
and you are frequently insulted in the
streets with the cry of “ Jahoui,” an
infidel; but after hearing this for a few
days, you become accustomed to it. To
me it did not appear at all strange,
after a residence of some years in Roman
Catholic countries, where every poor de-
luded wretch you meet with gives you
that appellation; or at least, thinks in
G 2
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his heart that you are doomed to per-
dition.  But, notwithstanding the strict
faith of the Turks, yet in Turkey every
kind of religion is tolerated, and under
the protection of the different consuls.
The Greeks, as natives of the country,
are allowed to follow their own modes
of belief, but their churches are protected
by Russia. The Jews are permitted to
have Synagogues where they can afford
to build them, and where they have none,
they are at liberty to pray in the
Turkish mosques, which is a privileg
no Christian can enjoy, even if he wisl?)
it; but, T can assure you, that v y
Jews avail themselves of it. T man
Catholics all over Greece those
parts of Turkey where t re Frank
consuls, have churches&nvente and
friars; in Smyrna %@have abundance

of all these, atever ‘superstition
may do, religit@ gain but little ground
through theﬁée ium of Roman Catholic

priests ; bigotted and artful men

)
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come principally from the g@( islands,
and are in general, ver, rant ; I am
told that Constanti swarms with

this sort of gentyygWhen I have been
there, I shall b r able to inform you.
The Protestanty have a chapel at Smyrna,

in the & of the British consul, and
their cler¥yman, who is paid by the
Leﬁé company, is a man of excellent

racter and of the most profound

SMYRNA.

Q&arning; he is highly respected by all

who are acquainted with him. He per-
forms service every Sunday, according to .
the modes of the Church of England,
and alternately in the English and French
tongues. The name of this clergyman is
Mr.Useo, he understands several languages,
which he reads, writes, and speaks with
great fluency ; he is considered by the
British in Smyrna, as a great treasure;
for, by his agreement with the company,
he must superintend the education of
their youth here.
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The Turks use no bells in their places

of worship, but from their lofty minarets,
or slender towers summon their people
to prayers; neither do they allow the
professors of any other religion to use
bells. In Smyrna and Constantinople
indeed, a bell is rung at mid-day, by the
priests in one of the convents; but of this
the Turks do not chuse to take any notice.

You will be surprised when I tell you,
that the population of Smyrna is about
130,000 souls; of these, about 70,000
are Turks, 30,000 Greeks, 15,000 Arm
nians, 10,000 Jews, and 5000 stra
and Franks. As the town has or
five years past been visite the
plague, the population 1&
greater than usual.

The immense co@e at Smyrna oc-
casions a great j of strangers, par-
ticularly fro Greek islands. The

labouring E'nvbltants, and most of the

present
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handicraftsmen come from % Tino;
they are an artful, cunq&( of people;
the shopkeepers are lpall.y. Sciotes,
the mechanics and&nts Tiniotes; a
very inconside umber indeed of any
of these cl ¥ come from the otht'ax'
islands, thabitants of which, are in
general, ihdolent, and learning no trade
in ‘youth, are, when they grow up,
m necessity obliged to fo]lov'v a sea-
ring life. Few or none of the islanders
“who come to Smyrna, settle there ; after
they have gained a moderate sum, the_y
return home to enjoy the fruits of their
labour in the bosom of their families.

The government of Smyrna’is. vested
in a Musalim, or governor, appointed by
the Porte, who manages the civil concerns
of the city, but in all criminal cases, fs
cubject to the Mollah, or Cadi, who is
judge of the district. The l'\lusalu.n is
independent of any neighbouring prince,
and can exact and extort at pleasure,
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and wet; there is a strong gate at each
end which is closed at sun-set. The
roof of the old Bazar at Smyrna, is cracked
from one end to the other; this is sup-
posed to have been done by the shock
of an earthquake; besides this Bazar,
there are several others, and a new one
has lately been built which is well sup-
plied with the riches of Egypt.

The post leaves Smyrna at the be-
ginning and middle of each month, so as
to arrive in Constantinople in time for
the letters to be forwarded to Christe
dom by the post from thence, Whiclﬁ

out on the tenth and twenty-fifth Ty
month ; rted

that at Smyrna is s
by a subscription of the es@d mer-
chants and strangers, and the natives pay
for their letters at z&ﬂemte rate: a
gentleman has the r@ gement of it, and
receives a sala nd a Janizary from
each of the %%at‘es, by turns, carries

the lette&z‘onstant'mc;ple. Although

)
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conducted on the same p e arrival
of the post is not s lar as its
departure, which is? g to the irre-
gularity of the s at Constanti-
nople. The ﬁ&ry who brings the
letters from t@e, waits the coming in
of the st om Vienna ; and in order to
give the nstantmople merchants an op-

\‘éy to write to Smyrna, does not

)art till the day following; certain
ewards attend his more speedy arrival

at the end of his journey, for the perfor-
mance of which a certain time is computed.

1 have alrcady mentioned that the com-
merce of Smyrna is very extensive, but as
I know you will like to hear some further
particulars respecting it, I shall éndeavour
to give you some idea of its immensity.
Itis very seldom that there are in the
roads, fewer than from fifteen to eighteen
ships loading for different countries, and
under various colours. Their trade was
formerly confined to the Mediterranean,
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and the northern ports of Europe; now it
is nothing rare or surprising to see ves-
sels loading for America, and even the
East Indies.

In one year, beginning the first of Sep-
tember, and ending the thirty-first of
August, sixty vessels arrived in Smyrna
with rich cargoes from the following
ports, viz. from Londen seven, from Triest
eighteen, from Venice four, from Leghorn
fifteen, from Holland three, from Marseil-
les eight, and from America five ; besides @
an immense number from different por
in Turkey, of which no regular ac

is taken, and several also fro e
Russian ports in the Black Sea are
not mentioned in the list to me.

I will at some future oppo
an account of the car
sels. In the same
were loaded wi
country for di
America.

?ymty give you
the sixty ves-
inety-three ships
e produce of the

nt parts of Europe and
ve were for London, forty-
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one for Triest, seven for n, five for
Venice, seven for Ho eighteen for
Marseilles, and thr éi America: the
last three carri ttle but specie and
opium, and it i eved went first to Can-
ton, and fiom ‘thence by Cape Horn to
America&l any cargoes of fruit, wine,
and s are annually shipped for the
B 5&;, which like the imports from

quarter are not enumerated ; se-

0 reral of Valonea, and grain, are likewise

sent on acconnt of the Smyrna merchants .
from other ports on the coast, by ships
which go from Smyrna in order to bring
them: from the small port of Scala
Nuova alone, upwards of twenty ship’s
load of beans are sent annually by these
gentlemen to Spain, Malta, and Egypt.
When I can get the list of imports
finished, I will also give you a list
of the exports.

Smyrna has, with the principal mer-
cantile towns in Europe, a regular ex-
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change, which may be with propriety é«&
considered as forming a part of the com- &

merce of the city, as it affords a wide LETT Vil

field for speculation. I may at some

future period, give you an account of the : &‘"

exchanges for several years, and if pos- _&'

sible, another of the consumption for one Public «dmusements.—Society.—Casino.—

year of European articles, with their ag- Photection of Trade.—Naval Fétes.

gregate prices; at present, I am not 4
O ;N

sufficiently acquainted with the trade to
furnish you with them,

Smyrna, April 1804.
Turkey, public amusements are almost
prohibited to the strangers there. The

@ Turks are such a turbulent set-of mortals,

& that nothing would keep them under

‘\0 proper restraint; only a few years back,

$ some equestrian performers made an ex-
@ hibition at Smyrna, which was attended
@ with the most disastrous consequences; 2

?’ quarrel ensued, and the whole of the
& Frank street was set on fire, and Tre-

. duced to ashes.
&

é?’ Before that dismal catastrophe, the
: Franks had a private theatre, in which I
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am told, operas and plays were remark-
ably well performed. The society in
Smyrna is superior to that of any city in
all the Turkish dominions, although it is
formed of so many persons of various
nations, differing so widely in their man-
ners and dispositions; but they have the
wisdom to avoid all political quarrels, and
visit one another on terms of the strictest
friendship ; they are all politicians, and
sometimes dispute on the subject of poli-
tics, but always with good sense and

good humecur. @
The Casino, at Smyrna, is one @e

best regulated places-I ever knew<N dare

say it is not excelled in E This

Casino is semething like ee-house,
and is supported by the W)scriptions of
the most respectabl erchants in the
city : it has man tary regulations to
which every m must conform. No

one can a member but by the
unanimo ice of the whole body ; any
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one who wishes to be so, pro

some conspicuous ¢ in one of the
rooms. On a ﬁxe@ng, all who chuse
to give their vote, are each furnished with
a black and %ﬁte_ ball, and two boxes
aced, pne to receive those balls in
&e candidate, and the other to
he black ones; in this manner the

n is elected or rejected, and one black
Il excludes him from being a member.

are pl
favo
h

v Several commissaries are chosen annually

out of the society, who regulate all their
affairs, and settle all disputes should any
arise, but to prevent these, and in order
that no one may pretend ignorance of
them, a copy of their code of laws is
hung up in one of the rooms. Should any
member become turbulent, and continue
50 after a first and second warning, he is
expelled, and can never be admitted a
member of the society again. .

VOL. L H
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The Casino consists of several aparts
ments. Inone large hall are to be found
the newspapers of different countries, and
also some well chosen periodical publica-
tions: there are likewise card-tables and
chess boards for those who chuse to play:
In one room there are two billiard-tables,
and there are several small rooms for pri-
vate conversation. The Casino is open
every evening, and each person on €
trance is presented with a cup of excel-
lent coffee, which is provided out of the
subscription money. As a kind of per- &v
quisite to the head waiter, the commiSQ)V
saries allow punch to be sold ; this i
agreeable addition, and parties l‘ en
formed at billiards for punc ‘@lemon-
ade. Those who play at s, pay @

lights; and

trifling sum each game
those who choose ert themselves
. Consuls are free

with cards pay fo

at the Casino, strangers, properly i
troduced b ﬂnember or consul, are freé
for one hut should their stay ex¢

SMYRNA.

A
that time, it is expected that @/ be=
come subscribers.  From @ance to
the Casino all captains ips are eX-
cluded : this is one of '&egulations—
for, were all the ins who come to

Smyrna permitte& go there, it would
soon resem l& pig-stye rather than a
place of ge vel resort; it would be
crowd ith Greeks, Sclavonians, and
mesdrom the provinces, as beastly in their
ers as dirty in their apparel. Apo-
gies have been made more than once by
the members to some of the genteeler
part of British captains, for a law which
excluded them ; but a general rule could
not well be broken through: in one
instance, however, it was dispensed with
in favour of an English captain, who for
many years had been a constant trader to
Smyrna, and who had gained by his good
conduct the esteem of the merchants in
general. A short time ago, the commis-
saries waited on him, and in the name of
" the whole society, invited him to come
H 2
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to the Casino during Carnival. The gen-
tlemen of that place give balls once or
twice a week, and these they conduct

with all that elegance and propriety which

has so long distinguished them on such
occasions.

Besides the balls at the Casino, in the
wiriter months, many of the Consuls and
principal merchants give private dances,
which are very agreeable; and but rarely
can be enjoyed pleasanter conversations,

which take place amidst this small but

SMYRNA.

 different kinds of violin, the @%)13,
flute, and bassoon: in tlus@er they
form an orchestra, and rformance
is such as would do redlt to pro-
fessors, whatever & it might reflect

on them.
Dlsmteresxd hospitality distinguishes

the m ats of Smyrna, more than those
of ény places I have visited, where a

&»sy of one another destroys their
hanimity, and venders their meetings

ought to be.

or more charming concerts than those FVV for social intercourse less cordial than they

happy society of people, assembled
gether by various circumstances
almost every country under th

Most of the young peo@m Smyrna
play on some musi rument, and

many of them in isite style. The
ladies perforfﬁ harp, piano forte,
and guitar, h”they accompany with
the vom%&? gentlemen excel on the

The consuls in general are a respectable
body of men, and have in their manners
and style of living more the appearance
of ambassadors than of commercial agents.
Our consul is hospitable, sincere, honor-
able, and loyal; like an Englishman,
speaks his mind, and does his duty.

The agreeable society of Smyrna has
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long been celebrated by thousands of grate-
ful travellers, who, like me, have expe-
rienced their kindness and attentions:
f_ew were ever received into their circle,
who did not quit it with regret.

For the protection of trade, the British
have generally some ship of war stationed
in the roads of Smyrna. In return for
the hospitality of the inhabitants, the
officers not unfrequently give balls and
little fétes on board: that you may have an
idea of them, I shall describe two, one of
which happened the first time I was at
Smyrna, and afforded the greatest entg
tainment to all present. It was gi
Captain Clarke, of the Brace %o, I
am informed, has been s'mce&unately
drowned in the Thames.

"About the begim@ﬁf the French re-
volution, the . commanded by the
gallant Captali , lay at Smyrna;
all the res% le Franks in the city were

SMYRNA. W

invited on board, to a dinner@ and
supper. 1 have already ned to
you, that at Smyrna % ind blows
during the heat of @ ay from the
sea, and during the ng and night from
the land: @

The pa xf;\et at dinner, and in the
evenin ball commenced ; without the
legstaisturbance the ship was got under

ith the first of the evening breeze,

d having danced, drank tea, supped, and
again commenced the ball, the party, be-
forethey were the leastaware of it, had sailed
several miles below the castle, and were
safe again at anchor under Long Island,
one of the finest of the Clazomena: it
was previously determined, that none of
them should go on shore before the next
morning, and the captain’s inner cabin
was fitted up for them with sofas and
ther accommodations of that sort, where
those who were inclined < to take 2
nap, had it in their power to indulge
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themselves in tranquillity. Early in the
morning, the company were invited to
land, when to their astonishment Smyma
was no where to be seen. The boats
rowed them along shore, in order to gain
a point of the island, behind which lay
a fine bay; and this, when weathered,
disclosed to the still wondering party,
several elegant marquees prepared for
their reception: they landed, and found
tables spread with every delicacy that
could tempt the appetite or«gratify the

behind added new charms to the enter-
ment, and, after breakfast, some ev

resumed the dance. Nets were pro ’i@.
and fishing parties proposed, whi@loie
who were fond of sporting, their
own dogs and gun in readi for them ;
others strolled along th?pebbly beach :
all were employed a ly to their own
inclinations, an utmost satisfaction
and hilarity re@e among theparty. -

«23’

fancy. A delightful band-of music from $Vy

X<
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An early hour for dinner was a@ted,
and a quarter of an hour it com-

menced, the bugle was sounded in
order to call in all st s; on hearing
the shrill sound the horn, every

body assemble of the gentlemen
bringing withQhim proofs of his activity
in his montipg's exercise; game and fish

were abx@ant.

aving returned to the ship, during
inner, in the same private manner as
before, the anchor was got on board, and
the sea breeze being still strong, before
the shades of evening came on, the ship
was wafted back. to Smyrna, and at her
old moorings, whilst the party, in the
height of conviviality, knew not that
they had left the island.. At an early
hour they broke up, and returned on
shore to gratify their friends with an ac-
count of the pleasures in which they had
participated.
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The other entertainment of which I
spoke was given on board the Braceal
about fifteen months ago. The quarter-
deck was divided lengthways into two
Jarge compartments by an elegant arcade
formed with myrtle boughs, which had
been brought with great care from a little
distance, and were arranged in the most
fanciful manmer. The lights, tastefully
disposed, hung in wreaths of evergreens ;
the awning over the quarter-deck was
composed - of sails, lined with the flags
of the ship; on the poop sat the band.

accommodation of the ladies, the o

for those who chose to play at s

The steward’s apartments, on each
si'de of the door of the out %in were
amply supplied, one with rge tub of

punch, the other with biscuits and
negus, and a profusj fresh and dried
fruits. At thisﬁmﬂl the gay people
of Smyrna we; sent; and as it was at

QS’

&
o
One of the cabins was prepared for tha!Q)$
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that time peace, several @?omcers of
ships of their natio:;% ch then lay at
Smyrna, were invit@ he dancing began
about eight o’ , and was continued
with great t in both divisions till
midnight, When the whole company, by
one ¢ nM, were attracted to that on the
lar o"‘;sd side, to see a Scots’ reel danced

party, in which a beautiful Neapo-
litan lady formed a distinguished figure.
The other apartment being thus cleared,
a table, which had been previously co-
vered, was carried in by the sailors, spread
with a profusion of the richest viands.
"The reel was scarcely finished, when every
gentleman was requested to lead a lady to
the supper table. All had the appearance
of enchantment; for we had formed no
idea of what was going forward on this
side; but the excellent fare soon convinced
us that it was reality. The ladies sat
down to supper first, and we waited on
them; when they had finished, they re-
tired to their cabin, and we took their
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places. 'The Monsieurs were. quite elec-
trified; a large ham, and an extraordinary
round of beef, rivetted their eyes: they
seemed to say, ‘“ No wonder these men
fight.” A profusion of delicate and ex-
quisite wines concluded the repast, and
the dancé being resumed, the party conti-
nued to enjoy themselves, till the rays of
the sun told them it was time to break
up. On going on board and returning,
the Neapolitan envoy, and each consul,
was saluted with the appropriate number
of guns.

Never was an entertainment of the ki
conducted with more taste or great Q—
priety. The good captain we e&ery
where present to see that ﬁ
wanting, and his worthy o
ported him in his exert] @for the hap-
piness of the com& who were all
highly gratified. ve the ladies the

unpleasant o ioh of being swung up,
an acco fon ladder was purposely

g was
ably sup-

&

-

<
>

water’s edge, they step it from their

boats. 6@

In my nex all give you anaccount
of some of our entertainments,
which gh not on so grand a scale,
yet nébhheless always yielded great sa-

ﬁ@t‘mn.
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built for them, which, é@&g to the
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LETTER VIIL

Excursions on the Water— Gulph of Smyrna
~—Fishing Anecdote—Fishing Nets.

Smyrna, 1804.

The good people of Smyrna are very
fond of little excursions on the water, and ?
I have frequently made one in their cheer-@$
ful parties. I have before mentioned

olive trees as one of the places on
Smyrna is supposed to have st

or-
merly : this spot is on the& west
side of the bay, and fror e grateful

shade afforded by the e?;ees, and the
delightful prospect da e viewed from
vourite place of

them, they fon;%
resort. Carat:u% summer residence of

the Musal‘&?or governor, situated in

f

&

A. 11
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a pleasant garden, about_ falf" an hour’s
sail from the town, @}en been the
seat of our merrime nd to Cordiglio,
on the north side‘&e bay, we have fre-
quently gone, account of its pleasant
walks, an delicious milk produced

by rich“flocks of sheep, which feed on
the m&htains that form the north side of

ﬁ@ulph.

A reason why these parties are more
frequent probably is, that there are no
walks in Smyrna which are either safe or
agreeable : one of them is on a dirty sandy
beach ; another by the gardens, which are
miserable kitchen ones, and poorly culti-
vated ; and a third to the caravan bridge,
to arrive at which you have to pass for a
long mile through a narrow street or lane,
and when you.do reach it, it is nothing
more than a wretched hut, employed as
a guard-house, where coffee is made, and
at the back of which. the Turks have
planted a few willows, which overhang a
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small sheet of water, formed by damming
up a rivulet that passes under the bridge.

It is dangerous to walk in the suburbs
of Smyrna, on account of the recruits,
who are enlisted in this place and its
vicinity, for the service of the Deys on the
coast of Barbary. These wretches are all
armed, and, flushed with insolence and
brandy, insult every one who goes by :
they often for their amusement fire on the
Franksas they pass, in order to shew their
dexterity, and to terrify them: to attempt ?
chastising them for their insolence would é
be to risk certain death, while they&@
without the smallest provocation,
nothing of making sport with the&
an infidel, as they call us Chris x@

The gulph of Smyrna al?‘r% with the
which forms

ight.  On these occa-

coolness of E

—

> 118
sions, I generally leave %Qouse of my
friend about eight in ening, accom-
panied by a se;@ two boatmen,
and always car me two or three
fowling-piec We sail with the breeze
about fifteen twenty miles down the
gulph N‘ down our nets, and then,
wra @‘in our great coats, endeayour to
getn hour’s sleep; at the dawning of
he sun, we draw up our nets, after having
twice rowed along the front in shore,
beating the water with a piece of hollow
wood, and dancing to alarm the poor fish,
who then flock into them.  After the first
draught we land, kindle a fire, and roast
our fish in the fisherman’s way, and so
dressed, I assure you they furnish a very

SMYRNA.

" excellent breakfast: having previously

again laid down our nets, we return to
draw them, and in this manner continue
fishing along the coast until the morning, .
when we return home with the spoil. I
have in general been very successful.

VOL. 1. 1
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On excursions of this kind with a friend,
T have frequently passed two whole ‘days
and nights: on these occasions we fished
in the night, and during the heat of the
day reposed ourselves under an awning
made of the sails of the boat. Fishing
at night is very amusing, -and much
more destructive: for this purpose, we
carry a fire in the boat, which is set a
‘blazing, while we beat the nets, and thus
delude our prey, who are attracted by
the light, and entangle themselves in
great quantities.

It is necessary to take arms
you; for it is nothing uncom
a party of Turks to come 11!1%”I
fish away, and abuse the’ ; when,
however, they see Fra.nk&nd armed in
the boat, they know ~%t they have to
expect, and snea %thh a salam, or
com pliment. ave more than once
been fired dt=in the night, but from the
da.rkne%wr could ascertain by whom;

for
every

v
|

SMYRNA.

but on hearing the ball
air, we could judge i
came, and always ed the favour.
About fif] §%fears ago, my friend,
Mr. H——, of Smyrna, when on a fishing
party _&. kind, had his boat fired into,
an.d§e of his boatmen shot dead at his
aiy> another ball passed through the
im of his servant’s hat while beating the

Oa nets : the night was very dark, but those

who fired were soon discovered, and all
taken but the villain who killed the man :
seven of the gang died miserably in prison
of the plague, which was then raging;
and strange to tell, the villain who was
the most guilty, followed by the curse of
‘God, never prospered; he wandered
from town to town like a vagabond, and af,
last having through the interest of some
friends procured Mr. H.’s pardon, returned
to Smyrna, where this very year he was
accidentally drowned on the same spot
12
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where he had killed the poor Greek
boatman.

LETTER VIII.

The nets used here are of silk, and are
made chiefly at the island of Tino; they
are wall nets, and generally run about
150 fathoms long.. The mode of fishing
is by laying them in a semi-circular form
along the shore, and at no great distance
from it, in about eight or ten feet water;
after which the boat is trowed smartly
between the nets and the shore, the
rowers dashing their oars on the top of %?
the water, while he who has the char@
of the nets beats it with the pi
wood before mentioned, and whi a
long pole with the end hollo ut like
a cup; this he strikes per %cularly on
the water, which makes&nost terrible
noise, increased lik y his stamping
with his feet on t k of the bpat; the
net is then y drawn into it, and
discharged contents. Those who
make a of fishing use a drag net,

T

.
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which is of considerab% th, with a
long pouch or belly t,% ade of strong
twine: this net w n into very deep
water, and by s attached to it, is
drawn by @her of men to the shore.
It is very Jangerous for a ship weakly
manngd, When amongst the Greek islands,
to e;::\6.ne of these fishing-boats come
ear; the men in them are all in-
clined to be thieves, many of them are
actually pirates, and being Greeks, are
destitute both of faith and humanity.
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LETTER IX.

Plague—Precantions used by the Franks—
Hospitals—Locusts—Storks.

Smyrna, 1804.

You express your fears in a very kind
manner, respecting my safety in a coun-
try like this, so subject to the plagu
which is certainly one of the most d
ful scourges which the Almight
inflict upon bis creatures ; but,~thanks to

his goodness, this part o key has
not suffered from its mv%s for some
years. When I was %@t Smyrna, the
inhabitants were u pprehensions that
it was going to out again, but we
heard only of t twelve deaths. One
day I we ing along the beach with

R
il
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Mr. S. the American: ‘f@ when. at a
few yards distance ww a poor fellow
in great agonies. sending his jani-

@Eg to enquire after

zary the next
him, Mr. informed, that he died

S

during the&t The plague, however,.
is . not, sMangemus as many epidemical.
dis sk. for, if proper precautions were

,. its ravages might soon be stopped :
the reason why they are not is, that the
Turks are predestinarians, and refuse to.
employ any means, either for, the preven-
tion of the disorder or for. their recovery :
they are now, however, beginning to see
their folly, and to inquire why the Franks
do not die of the plague..

This spring afforded the first instance
which I ever heard of a Turk using any
precaution. The plague broke out in the
Haram of the Musalim ; it was said, that
his mother and seven of his wives died
of it; he had all the remainder of the
inhabitants removed to Caratash, his
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country house, and proper methods used
to prevent the infection spreading. They
dread the yellow fever much more than
the plague, and with far greater reason,
as the plague can be communicated only
by contact, whereas the former taints the
air. This year a general gloom reigned
here, in consequence of that disease raging
at Gibraltar and Leghorn, as many ships
arrived in the Levant from those ports,
which had lost nearly the whole of their
crews; and-as in Turkey no quarantine
laws are enforced, the remainder of the
crews of the vessels were allowed

mingle with the inhabitants immedi@y
on their arrival.

The precautions used agai & plague
by Christians are sxmple and effectual ;

their houses, that i say, the best
houses in Frank-s ? are for many
e fortresses, and in
general extend™from the street down to
the water @R’at each of them there is

Q}'
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, to prevent
within that one
the distance of ten
ch other, are two more
When the pestilence
rages viplently, both the outer and inner
gate&)gkept constantly locked, and the
ter, or some confidential person has
keys. When any one rings at the
gate, the door is opened by a cord, and
the person is admitted to the first spar
gate, through which he communicates the
intention of his errand; if he brings pro-
visions, within the middle gate stands a
large tub of water, into which they are
thrown from a little door, and are not
taken out again until the outer gate is
shut: if bread is brought, it must be'hot,
at which time it cannot communicate in-
fection.  Letters and other papers are
conveyed on the end of a piece of wood
or cane, with a slit in it, and are fumi-
gated with nitre and brimstone. By these
means it is almost impossible that the

a strong gate, mostly
their being set fire
toward the stree
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plague sheuld find entrance into the
houses, where the inhabitants keep them-
selves closely confined till its rage is
spent.

The greatest danger is at the first
breaking out of the disease, before they
make use of any precautions, for they
seldom think of shutting themselves up,
until they hear of eight or nine accidents,.
as they are called, each day.

being attacked by the plague, the perso
so seized is immediately carried to
hospital, the rest of the family s
themselves with vinegar, and are\fumi-
gated ; they generally leay, house
they are in, and inhabit ano for forty

days.

In case of any member of a family@é?

e

The hospitals @tended by people
who have hadQ_b plague; but it is a

mistaken wat, under these circum-

4
LQQ*
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q{% m future in-
humane friar,

who has attende, of the hospitals for
upwards of years, says, that every

time ther@ e -plague in his hospital,
his ol%‘so s open afresh, though with
i

stances, they are sec
fection. Padre L

less ence ; but that a great number

of the ‘plague nurses die under as violent
'&cks of it as if it had seized them for
the first time. This worthy father Luigi
says further, that he never found any
remedy so effectual as friction with oil,
when applied in time, and carefully re-
peated : he has frequently witnessed its
salutary effects.

I have observed, that there were great
apprehensions of the yellow fever in
Turkey ; but, thank God, it never reached
there, otherwise the effects must have
been dreadful, where so many people are
huddled together. Hitherto, ships coming
from infected countries have performed
no quarantine; but, as the Mussulmen,
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on the coast of Barbary, have begun to
set an example to their fellow worship-
pers, it is to be hoped, that the wise
Selim will follow it in that part of his
dominions nearer to him. It isa singular
fact, that the plague brought into Turkey
from Egypt is much more fatal than that
conveyed from any other country, and on
the other hand, that carried from Turkey
into Egypt is equally more destructive to
the people there.

It has been remarked that the Levant é?
has, for a number of years, been alm(&@
free from the plague : the people say,
they never have more than one pl it

a time; if they have locusts, %e will
be no pestilence. 'When | appear,
they generally continue fm&n years:
they usually come i%t spring, and

emains, seldom

while any thing gr,
depart. In the of July, this year,
the country 1 beautiful, as but few

of them %%ted it. I slept one night

<
N

y
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at Bugiah: in the ev every thing
was clothed with e; during the
night, a cloud custs made their
appearance, z@ the morning scarcely
a leaf wag e seen: they spread the
same devastation over the whole sur-
roun 't&ountry.

'&le locusts which wisit the vicinity of
Smyrna are exactly like large grasshop-
pers, and although they must fly, in
order to come into the country, yet they
seem to depend entirely on their legs
afterward.

The stork, which abounds in Turkey,
destroys the locusts in great quantities:
these birds are great favourites with the
Mahemetans; they build their nests in
the roofs of their houses, or in high trees
in the neighbourhood of their villages,
where they remain quite tame, and free
from molestation; they live upon vermin
and reptiles, and destroy snakes innumer-
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able. In shape and size they resemble
a heron; the legs and the beak are red
and very long, the body and neck pure
white, and the wings jet black; notwith-
standing this they appear very ugly birds.
They pay an annual visit to Turkey;
they arrive in vast numbers about the
middle of March, and always in the
night: they arrange their progress very
systematically : they send forward their
scouts, who make their appearance a day
or two before the grand army, and then
return to give in their report, after which
the whole body advances, and onits pas- Q)
sage leaves, during the night, its deta &
ments to garrison the different tow§
villages on their way. Early in 3
they take their departure i & same
manner, so that no one cany tell from
whence they come, or er they go.
They are known in t %t time to leave
all the 'villages@e been seen in
the. air like im e clouds; they leave

rone bchiu@ose who, from infirmity

LETTER IX.
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. A person
departure, was
from the interior,
told me, tha is journey the year
preceding,@ad seen thousands and
ousands of them near the

‘hundreds o
bankﬁ \ river, and that they annually

assgngble there, and when the general sees

his whole army is collected, he at a
4

or accident, are unable
who, at the season o
in the habit of ¢

given moment sets them in motion, leav-
ing a detachment, no doubt, to bring up
the stragglers.
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LETTER X.

Journey from Smyrna to Constantinople—
Magnesia—Carosman Oglu—Inconve-
niences of travelling in Turkey—=Azara
Mochalieh—Return to Smyrna.

Smyrna, April 1805.

Lisr August, although the weather
was extremely hot, I quitted Smyrna fo
Constantinople by land, attended by,

servant, a guide, and a janiza n
summer, on account of the eat,
during

travelling can be prosecut%

the cool of the evening, Saight, and
morning. We left § about seven
in the evening, and ed at Bournabat,

at the'house of a {riend, to supper; before
midnight we aéin took the road, and

passing o%uﬁ lofty mountains at the

&
3
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head of the gulph be he sun was
high in the east, at Magnesia,

which is situat&% e foot of one of
these mountai fore it, is one of the

e
finest and @ extensive plains I have
every part of which is in the

ever see
lnghes? e of cultivation ; its chief ar-
ticl produce are cotton and Indian
0?9, and at this season of the year the

untry looks particularly beautiful and
luxuriant.

The town of Magnesia is Jarge and
populous, but not elegant. On the moun-
tains behind it, there are several ruins;
which T had no opportunity to examine,
for I was taken so ill, that, although I
stopped two days, yet I could not move
out all the time. I now sadly experienced
what it was to be out of Brituin. I was
extremely ill, and lodged in a most
wretched hovel, without any friend but
my faithful servant, who watched over
me, and did what he could to cheer me;
VOL. I K
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he seldom quitted my apartment, but to
give vent to his sorrow, for he thought
me dying. We could procure no cordial,
and the only medical assistant which the
place afforded was a brute, who said he
had studied at Padua; from his appear-
ance, which was truly loathsome, I should
have guessed that his employment was
but little lucrative: when he entered the
room, the smell of him made me sick,
and his manners were so disgusting, that
when he visited me, T either made my
servant stay in the room, or lay my pis-
tols on the pillow, that T might be guard

L

hined,

or armed against insult.

‘The second evening, being
if T could help it, not to di agnesia,
L was lifted on my horse :ﬁ crossed the
plain for Axarra, a ?\’ahout sixteen
hours ride from w was. For se-

veral hours we upon a causeway,
which is %

m'&t; considerably above the
level of t din, as it would otherwise

&

(

<
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@%?;for the

rough it, fre-
overflows its

SMYRNA.

be rendered impassable i
river Hermion, which r.
quently in that

banks. 6
Axarra i?’ge)of the most fertile and
best gov&m districts of Turkey, It is

ruled Carosman Oglu, one of the
Shl@ﬂat and wisest of the Turkish
yhces: he is more just than his fellows,
and forms salutary laws, which he takes
care are strictly fulfilled. The people
under his government look better, and
indeed are better than any others in the
country,  He is called Prince of Na-
tolia.

Robberies have been almost unknown
in his territories for many years: the
cotton factors, when they go with cash to
pay for their purchases, travel without a
guard of any sort. But should any acci-
dent happen, the most summary justice
is exccuted. In case of a robbery or

K2
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murder, the inhabitants of the district are
obliged to discover the perpetrators, or,
should they fail in this, they are se-
verely punished for their bad manage-
ment. ‘The following story will perhaps
amuse you, and give you some idea of
the character of Carosman Oglu.

A cotton factor, when at a distance from
any of the coffee or guard houses, was
overtaken by sleep, and tying his horse to
a tree, lay down under its shade to in-
dulge himself in a nap. When he awoke, V
his horse, and the riches which he carried é
with him, were gone: application wa\&@

_ made to the prince, who at that
chanced to be at no great distan
the spot where the theft was
He severely reprimanded

his carelessness in Iymg to sleep in

so exposed a situatio & n he might
have gone on to z ee-house.  The

factor’s answer ed the prince, and
evinced the E €

conﬁdence which was

| S%er /5}

. 3M:RH

% s«,m‘w'é’ o

4
N

ere Carosman

yas ordered back to

he had taken his

another night. In the

he awoke, he found to

ment a man hung upon the

his horse and property in the

he had left them when he went to
leep the first time.

would be afraid to sl
Oglu governs.”
the tree und
nap, to lodg
momm" w
his as nit
tree

ravelling

{é&uxé

Se A1

£

>

in Turkey/is extremely dis-

agreeable, the only method being on_g.ga »

horseback, and if you want any comforts
you must carry them with you. The
accommodations on the road are horribly
nasty, and those who are yot content to
sleep upon a plank, must provide them-
selves with a bed. I took mine with me,
and, as I slept only during the day, I
had it placed under the shade of a tree,
that I might escape the vermin of
where they generally
kinds and colours.—

a caravansera,

abound of all

7
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The plan T adopted was to have my sheets
sewed up like a sack, into which I crept,
aud then tied ronnd my neck. When the
mosquitoes were troublesome, I laid a
thin muslin over my face, and thus ex-
cluded all disagreeable visitors.

Provisions are difficult to be procured,
unless you allow the Janizary to beat the
poor inhabitants, who will at length pro-
duce a fowl, some rice, or something of
the kind; the rice they make into what is
called a pillau, a dish which T do not
dislike, and which, for your informatio
I shall describe, when I am becomey:

better proficient in oriental cookery&

Drink of no kind but wat find on
the whole road, but I carrted with me

some shrub manufact the same way

as Lobon’s, whi the best in the
world: this I at Smyma. The
Turks, y , are by the laws of

you
Mahome idden the use of strong

PN

)

) looking .
‘qé xaft 1€ someﬂnn?of?fgity: when w
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drink; but the water Q the whole
journey was SO ex . that T was

at no loss for a e. Through-£2&&~
out all Turkey®humane Turks hav%
built fountai n the roads, at about

the distanc an hour’s ride from on
anothféﬁd likewise places for prayer,

. ol é;z:

oward Meeca.
?VW

arrived, the gates were shut, which ob-
liged us to make a considerable circuit to
reach one which is kept open during the
night for the admission of travellers. 1
can give you no idea of this place, for,
from my illness and the fatigue of a long
ride, [wag not able to leave the caravansary,
to which our Janizary carried me: here
[ found an intelligent and humane sur-
geon, who did all he could to assist me,
and kindly invited me to his house, where
doubtless 1 should have been more com-
fortably lodged ; this 1 declined, as well
as a pressing intreaty to remain for a day

SMYRNA.

a3

Lt
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or two, in which time he assured me he
would completely remove my complaint ;
but having dispatches for his Excellency,
- which, for aught I knew, might be of
great importance, I was determined to
remain -only till the evening. When 1
awoke about mid-day, I found my chari-
table doctor had sent me from his house
2 comfortable dinner and a bottle of good
wine, both of which operated like a charm
upon me. In the afternoon he -came and
sat beside me, and tried to entertain me,
by tell'ng me the news of the place. All
‘my solicitation at parting would not in-

tlan repaid by passing a day- 'fl}\'ne.
His name was Demitra, and@ never

remember himn but with grafiie.

After much fatigue& a day or two
more of travellin a country, in
some places wel ivated, and in others
in a state ofén re, we arrived at Mo-

\
&

duce him to accept of a present for &
trouble; he kindly said, he was

by

y
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<chalieh. Before reachi Qlis place, we
‘entered ‘the territorj another ‘prince,
in which robb@are not unfrequerit.
About two %ﬂ, ride from the town is
 thick for rough which we ‘had to
d which was reported to be very
d:mgﬁ " My Janizary and guide be-
‘haveq Liere like two cowardly scoundrels-;

er I nor my servant was aware that

pass, a

dagged behind, leaving us, ‘in case of an
-attack, toreceive the first fire, whilst they
‘might either come forward or fly, as they
found mest convenient.

h i
fig)
;‘Athe wood was dangerous, and ‘these two

It ought -always to be -laid down as a
rule in travelling in this country to follow
the guide, or Surogee, as he is called, and
the Janizary, and never to go ‘before them;
indeed-they will seldom allow you to do
the latter, unless they have some reason
for so doing. They regulate the pace -of
their horses, that they may not go too
fast, and be enabled to hold out the
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journey. Whenever the Surogee is in-
clined to lag behind, he ought to be
spurred up, and obliged to go on.

The horses which we brought from
Smyrna had performed their task when
we arrived at Mochalieh ; and after resting
a few hours, we proceeded with others to
the place of embarkation for Constanti-
nople. No passage boat being at the time
ready to set sail, I was obliged to hire 2
vessel called a sacka leva, in order to carry
me over the sea of Marmora, where we
were tossed about for two days in a gale Q)
of contrary wind. At length the lofty 1 &
narets of Constantinople appeared in @

. ¥

as if emerging from the waves.
— ‘ - - >l %(j
You will nowexpect that I'Should give J
you an account of Co i /'.;__

Eﬁnople ; bu

at present I shall ono y that the ap-
proach to it is on he most beautiful
in the world, t ugon landing, fur

different i% are excited. T will at
RS e gy Y 7

Y\

W4

R
.

T

description
ns, as I expect

gain.

After a @(’ s residence at Constanti-
nople, Lretiyned to this place by sea.
2 G Y A

¢ Rzl 7

SMYRNA.

some future period giv
of this city and its
next spring to visif\
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LETTER XL

Journey to Ephesus—Sediqui~—QldCamel—
Butargo—Sporting—Church of Saint
John— Arrival at Ephesus.

Smyrna, 1805.
A about a ride of a day and a half from
Smyrna, stand the ruins of the city of Ephe-
sus, and the famousTemple of Diana. Last
week, in company with a party of frien
who, like myself, had never visite &
celebrated spot, I made an excurs'
It was on a fine evening, nea ﬁ¢ ndof
November, just as the sun began to gild,
with his last rays, the &hins on the
eastern side of the gu f Smyrna, that
we mounted our l&m order to sleep at
the delightful vi of Sediqui. A gen-
tle zeyh‘yr vhay on its wings the sul-
-

@»

l
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Qind. The
at his door,
the cool of the
thoughtless torpor,
beverage.t Winding
serable streets of Smyrna, ) 4
by tha *of it called Turk Town, we
reached the passage of the mountain, on
thek of which stood the ruins of the old
stle of Smyrna, as it is called. On the
éleft of this mountain is an extensive aque-
duct, and a little farther on are a number 4
of small tumuli, evidently the graves of

The Nargalee is a particular kind of pipe used b

the natives of the east. It is made of leather, and is , y“d
sometimes several yards long; that part of it which

holds the tobacco, hasa tube to it ; the lower ex\remn%
of which is put some inches down in a close vessel about
two thirds full of water; the air being drawn out
through the leather tube, the smoke, of course, rises ap @

through the water, cool, and free of those oily parucles
2 which are so uaglmnt in smoking lobaceo %

+ The Turks drink their 5 drink their coffee without milk or

Z

——

try particles of a south
grave Turk sat cross-
enjoying his Nargal
evening, or drow,
swallowed his
through the

,4'44
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warriors, buried according to the ancient
manner.  On the road to Sediqui, are to be
seen two large tumuli, one of which, it is
said, contains the remains of Andromache.
Conjecture is silent with respect to the
other: they are now quite covered with
shrubs. .

The surrounding mountains are so lofty,
that the situation of Sediqui may properly
be called low, although it is considerably
above the level of the sea. The view from \
it is but limited ; but the air, the water, %

@

and the walks, are charming and salu&

brious.
ed
the vilage, and stopped at th &e of a

lady, who was mother to other—m-

ne,
law to another, and a f@jho the whole

party ; here we were r¢c8jved with a hospi-
tality which has 1 stinguished all her

family.
o

Ere the twilight was spent,

ad

4

N
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During the interval, upper was
ready, we paid a visit e retreat of the
Dutch Consul, w}w found surrounded
by his own a.\@}= family, and several
friends attm$ ither by their easy hos-
pitality apd engaging manners. We were

regaled% "with a concert of vocal and in-
strumental music, which was performed in

q.ﬁe ightful style.

We did not retire to rest till twelve, and
before sun-rise began our journey, by cross-
ing some extensive plains, inan unculti-
vated state. About nine we stopped at
the smalt village of Develeque, which was,
according to our ideas of happiness and
misery, full of wretchedness. We alight-
ed at a Hann, belonging to the prince of
those parts, and where he had a guard.
The chief of this guard was a respectable
looking old man, and his apartments were
clean, a rare circumstance among the class
of people to which he belonged ; here we
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fed our horses, drank coffee, and smok-
ed a pipe with the old man.

Recommencing our journey, we pro-
ceeded two hours more;. without meeting
any things werthy remark; and then
alighted at a small coffee-house™d dine;:

- and refresh the horses. Our principal pur-
weyor, the faithful Greek Janni, who had
been so careful of me on my way to
Constantinople, produced an excellent
English ham, and a sigh accompanied the
toast of “ Friends at home,” drank in a
bumper of old port, which. he had taken
care not to forget.

Near this hut we saw an ol
who was passing the evening
in plenty and tranquillity ; for it”is a hu-
mane principle of the T &.that an old
servant ought never deserted when
age or sickness h led him from be-

ing any further uggful. Here she lay bask-
ing in the s&s, beside a plenteous

-
&
O

)

R 4
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Qg shade,

, whilst the
ying around her,
called savage, to be
rvices, and to respect
o Geo

fountain, or browsing in th
as fancy or appetite di
children of the villa
are taught, by
grateful for

pa
and veneraieﬁgge.

e’ #ZoBYyl S

<

rode over a mountain of mar- €€%,

We, no
% @ a path apparently formed by theeed e

t of goats. Here we saw two Turkish
ymphs, who fled from us like lightning,
but whether afraid of exposing their beauty,
or their ugliness, although most probably
the latter, we were not Quixotic enough
to determine. On this part of our journey
we were every moment in danger of our
necks, from the ruggedness and slipperi-
ness of the path; and except stopping
once or twice to let our Turks light their
pipes, and hail their fellows, did not halt
till we arrived at the hut, where we were
to take up our lodging for the night.

Our matrasses were spread at an early
VOL. L. 3
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hour, on the earthen floor; and in. the

enjoyment -of exercise, health, and con-

tentment, we found that neither sumptu-

ous palaces, nor beds of down, are neces-
.« Sary for repose.

The country around abounding with
game, some of -our party, who were fond
of sporting, repaired at day-break to the
side of some mountains, which lay be-
tween us and the sea; and-such of us as
did not chuse this exercise, followed the
road which led across the marsh before

us, and which was once.a fruitful pia{i§§)

near the city of Ephesus. Our pla
rendezvous was to be at the mout

river Cyster, and at neon-da met
at a small hut, formed of &d reeds,
which serves as an abode;to the men who
gain their living by ﬁsh? the-river. The

Cysterisnow buta :@ stream,and is even

fordable at the from the quantity
of sand thro o it from the Ionian sea,

to \\luch@x open. In this river im-

)

the llet caught in the Cyster, 1s
@d among the best. We made a
ie onopoly of it, and bought every piece

“that we could procure to send to our friends

SMYRNA.

mense quantities of white

mullet is held in

great estimation in“the Levant; it is salted

and dried in n, and then goes by thg/

name of butabgo ; it is one of the orientalZegee o

presemxn ch valued. That made from gz -
g .

The roe of the

in Europe. I cannot here help relating to
you the following*anecdote, respecting a
parcel of butargo: a gentleman in Smyr-
na sent some in a present to a friend of
his in Amsterdam; the Dutchman was
vastly pleased with it; and wrote to him to
send him another quantity in the season
to preserve it, the Jews,
who use it in great quantities, dip it
in hot bees-wax, in consequence of which,
the air is entirely excluded, and it will
keep good for years. The Dutchman’s
butargo was this season dipped in the wax,

L 2

4 <

following ;
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partridges were the bes A@ver ate; they
ad fed on myrtle berrie ich gave them
a fine aromatic fla Ao ”‘7

After di e rode for a.short time
up the bapks of the river, which, from se-
veral t-works of massy marble, ap-

ce to have been in better order.
%ﬂh\ ferry-boat here was somewhat curi-
; it wasa triangular float, large enough

. in order to its better preservation; of this
he was not aware, and ate it, wax and all,

, ﬂ;um&ﬂling toWbse any part-of it; however,
/ iy repeating his order to his friend the sea-
o %Mlowing, he mentioned that the bu-
targo had proved excellent, but that it was
different from ‘what -he had formerly re-

»{ Axelved as it had something about it which
4 it stick to the teeth, and was trouble-

-eat ; he therefore begged that this
4, L)é)stance might be attended to in send-

g mg hima fuﬁher quan j of thE a.rtxcéf

The sportm party ‘was very fortunate\,gQ)
aund brought in a rich supply of game

different kinds ; among others, we

/ 71 birds called Francoline, but li own
a

t Smyrna; they are rathe er than

r, and of 2

Wle partridge, the flesh ls%h
very delicate flaveur. ! lour of these

birds is grey ; the ¢ as a black breast,
spotted with whi atsfirst took ;them
resembling our moor-

to be of a s
fowl, but o&re quite different. The

Qa to carry the whole of our party, men and

&

horses. i Bk o
Winding up the banks of the river, the
majestic church of St. John, built of pure
white marble, presented itself to our view ;.
immediately above this church stand the
ruins of a castle, apparently of Roman
construction, which has a commanding as-
pect. The ruins of the renowned Temple
of Diana had hitherto been concealed
from us by a®mountainous promontory,
now they burst upon our view, ininnu- -
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merable and gigantic fragments. A few
minutes brought us to the village, W here
we alighted at our hotel, which, although
the best in Ephesus, defies any attempt at
description.

Q)
ad

y
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saf
Ephesus. %h?abitants. — Visit to Osman

Oglu.SSporting Party.—Ruins of the
@']e of Diana.—Ruins.—Church of
S John.— Castle.—Journey to Scala
Nuova. — Caravanseras.— Bishop’s Pa-
lace.—Consul —Return to Smyrna.

Smyrna, 1805.
Tus city of Ephesus formerly so cele-
brated, has now no other boast than that
of being one of the most miserable of
Turkish villages. No traces are to be seen
of Demetrius, the silversmith, nor of ady of
his fellows, who served the great Diana of
the Ephesians with shrines;, The magnifi-
cent city is now reduced to a few wretched
huts, inhabited by some of the most po-
verty-stricken beings on the face of ‘the
earth. . v 23
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It is impossible to form an idea of the
misery and the indolence of these mis-
creants. Before them lies the extensive
and beautiful plain, totally uncultivated,
and in a deplorable condition. The river,
in consequence of their indolence and un-
skilfulness, being almost choked up, m
the winter overflows its bed, and inundates
the whole of this plain, which is now be-
come, in many places, a perfect marsh,
and is in other places robbed of its soil, by
the force of the torrents. Behind them is
an extensive amphitheatre, which seems
to recede from the approach, one of the&@
richest and most luxuriact that the h: @
of nature could form, in the same ne%-
ed state. A few miserable cows @ oats
feed amongst the ruins arou d now
and then at a distance ma%&leard the

bell of a scanty flock. Q transit gloria

mundi %
The hoteli ﬁh we took up our lodg-

ings, was nly coffee-house the city
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could boast of; it co&d but of one
apartment, which s at once for us,
our servants, gua ides, and the host ;
his sallow loo ompted me to inquire
into the sta his health; he said he
thanked God and the Prophet it was now
pretty M, although he had been but
latpl@\’ery ill. This poor fellow had a
oft time before been overtaken on his
ﬁalk by a bull, who gave him chace,
threw him down, and after goring him
to a dreadful degree, tossed him from his
horns to a considerable distance, where he-
lay with his bowels hanging out. ~The
wounded man, as well as he was able,
crawled home, where he found his friend, to
whom, by the bye, I forgot to give a place
in our apartment, and who, from a corner
of the same, administered to the wants of
his fellow-subjects, in the quadruple capa-
city of physician, surgeon, tooth-drawer,
and blacksmith ; to use his own words, this
son of Esculapius “ hoisted him up by one
leg, letting his head hang down, stuffed in
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his' guts with his fingers, and sewed up
the wound with a piece of packthread,”
over all he clapped a plaster of pitch, to
keep out the air; after this, and forty
days confinement, ¢ Alla-Kerim,” a Turk-
ish expression generally used, expressive
of the goodness of God, he was enabled to
resume his trade, of making coffee for his
brother villagers.

We had not alighted long at the Caf-
fene, before we received a visit from one
of the chief men of Osman Oglu, prince of
these parts, who was here upon a shooting
exeursion, and had dispatched this gentlgo
man to see who we were; he smok
pipe, and drank some coffee; “
Jjudging it prudent, returned the@ o the
prince without delay. v

This prince, who gov over an im-
mense tract of Asia Mi Qis about twenty
years of age, of a %appwrance, with
an open and hau countenance : all the
pride of a T sovereign appears in

S

Vy

>
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him; his physionomy b&d no marks
of ignorance, or want lent however
ill improved. Hes % sofa in 2 mud-
walled room, of t fifteen feet square.
On his right sat a falcon; on his
left, lay a young pointer ; before him were
stretched ive Spartan greyhounds. None
of hjs pebple sit in' his presence, save the
f; ox)ite, who visited us in his name.

en we entered, according to the Turk-

Q) :sh custom he neither got up, nor saluted

us, but sat cross-legged to receive our ho-
mage. Coffee and pipes were soon intro-
duced ; here I was amused with another
Turkish custom : the prince and the favour-
ite were served before the strangers ; our
visit lasted only a quarter of an hour, the
conversation was on the pleasures of sport-
ing. The prince proposed a party for the
morning following, we agreed to join him,
and then took our leave. :

The youth was surrounded by about
fifty armed desperadoes, who formed his
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guard ; these are never held in any estis
mation till: they have been robbers or free-
booters for many years, and have takenaway
the lives of a few of their fellow-ereatures;
whether gloriously or ingloriously, whe--
ther in battle or.in cool blood ; and they.
are often called upon by their employer to

recount the deeds. they have done.

The morning appeared clad in sable; and

clouds full of rain topped the surrounding.

mountains; but long ere the lazy god of.
day arose in the east, the youthful prince
paid us.a. visit in. our hovel, preceded by
his savage band, one of. whom, carrym;z
golden axe, demonstrative of his des%
power, paraded before him..

We proposed coffee and pi to his

royal highness, but he p a tumbler

of rum, which he d with great
relish. He inform of his intention
immediately to d to the field, and

left us to prep@ he regards of all fol-
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lowed him, although, m: inly, they
were not those of ad&&n or love, ‘but
they followed a pn%% and so prone are -
men to pursue dignities, even in the shape
in which the@ presented themselves,
that we s ined ‘him, though every
moment nger-of being shot, either by

or somerof his banditti, none of
ﬁ& would miss the «chance of killing a

% tridge, ‘to ‘save the life of a Pesavenk
a

hour,* a name with whlch they fre-
quently honour us.

The morning was damp, and some rain
dropped occasionally. The sport was but
trifling, and few birds or beasts weretaken.
Again the day smiled, but it was a ‘sarcas=
tic smile. A gleam-of sunshine fell upon
the prince, whichahasty.cloud seon threw
on the ruins of Ephesus, while the dis-
tant thunder seemed to murmur, “is not
all vanity?”

* Infidel Pimp.
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Some grew tired of princely pleasure,
others continued the tedious chace, but
the prince himself at length grew wearied
of unsuccessful labour, and left the field.
In a short time our party rallied in full
muster at the coffee-house, round an ex-
cellent dish of hare soup, which, washed
down by a bumper of good country wine,
gave us fresh vigour to pursue our visit to
the ruins, which we accordingly did.

Early in the afternoon we mounted our
horses, and traced back a part of the way
we had come the evening before. To
rive at the ruins of the famous Templ
had to pass through many &,

more
which displayed remains of n icable
architecture. Some Rom are also
yet visible.  Our course_lay” toward the
south-west, at a shm@%nce from the
Cyster; in about @\ hour we were in
the midst of i se ruins, said to be

those of the Temple of Diana. It would
om a view of these, to give

ks
N

<
N

¢

-you any idea of the buildi

SMYRNA.
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elf ; broken
re, huge -archi-
es, pedestals over-
thrown, and pi without measure, dia-
meter, or n er, are all that remain of

this wonderof the world. Here we alight-
ed, a@e‘d, paused, mused on the past
at&th present. :

columns, defaced s
traves, ponderou

N

After examining with attention and care
these huge vestiges of former times, and

‘determining in our minds the situation of
‘the Temple, and of the ancient port.of

Ephesus, which must have been -about a

‘mile from ‘the present banks-of the river,

and having likewise -cast an eye over the
surrounding mountains, crowned = with
ruins, we re-mounted our horses, and re-
‘turned by a circuit to the southward of the
‘mountain, which now lay between us and
the village. We passed what had béen once
extensive covered ways, which appeared
not to have been visited by man for many
ages. One of our horses stumbled at &
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hole in the road, which seemed to have
been made but lately; upon dismounting
we saw within it the roof of a circular
chamber in which was a fine sarcophagus
of white marble; the hole was large
enough to admit a human body, and by
the help of some girths we descended into
it, but found now that we were not the
first who had made this discovery, as the
lid of the sarcophagus was removed to
one side, and its contents were carried
off. 'This apartment of the dead was about
twelve feet in diameter, and had many
niches in the wall, in which figures of th
heathen gods had stood. A door a
passage, filled up with earth, whi d
sifted through, confirmed us i &dea
that this was only one ofac %f apart-
ments of a similar kind. v
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y, we came to .
t ruins, apparently

Proceeding on ou
some very magui

those of a paﬁ : they were in a much
more perf% ate than the others we had

)

y
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just seen; the pillars a es of the

front are still standin

The mountai % our left exhibited
some remai&ntiquity; on the side
next us were several semi-circular holes,
which ésa distance had a singular appear-

an.(@curiosity tempted me to ride up to
f them ; I found it to be the entrance

ne
@ a small circular cell, dug out of the

rock, but of very rude workmanship: the
rest of them seemed to be places of the
same kind.

Passing the foot of the mountain, we
were soon again in sight of the church of
St. John, and ina few minutes dismounted
at it.

The church of St. John stands on the
side of a hill fronting the north; it is
built of white marble, and is nearly en-
tire: at some period not far remote, one
part of it has been converted into a
VOL. I. M



162 LETTER XII.

Turkish mosque, but it is now no longer
in use. Some of the gigantic columns of
Diana’s temple have been brought hither,
which support the roof of that part dedi-
cated to Mahometan ‘superstition; but
whether they were brought here by
Mahometans or Christians it is not easy
now to determine. ‘These columnus are of
granite, two of them .are entire, and are
very ‘beautiful; the others have been
broken, probably in transporting them,
and are cemented. On each side-of @
"Turkish place for prayer is a pillar of
porphyry, and this niche is lined with gh
The Turks; W
&arble,
1" it was

same valuable marble.
have a great aversion to colour
have whitewashed all these
only by scratching eff ‘hite wash
with my penknife, thaty] discovered what
was ‘underncath. '% teps in ‘frent of
the church .are @ standing ; they -are
elegant. This church

very spaciou
seems U e whole of modern struc-
l’&'

ture; is nothing peculiarly magnifi-

i

<
N
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cent in the -architecturrﬁ& building is
an oblong square, an e part which
is unroofed there ars to have been
fountains in th of jets d'eaux; it is

more than le that these fountains
have begsbe cted by the Mahometans
for th&' slutions, which are very fre-
‘J:‘%-
2N

Leaving the church, and ascending the
same hill, we entered the gates of the '
castle on its summit, which is called, for
what reason I know not, “ the gate ot
persecution.” This gateway is very good,
though neither grand nor elegant; over it
are two pieces of sculpture in basso re-
lievo, but in so mutilated a state, that we
could not mike out what they were in-
tended to represent. Though it was said
by‘§0me, that one of them is the massacre
of the Innocents, and the other the body
oft Hector dragged at the car of Achilles.

The Turks, who profess an abhorrence of
M Q
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idolatry, destroy every piece of sculpture

that comes in their way.

This castle was erected by the Romans:
‘on the highest pinnacle of the ‘mountan
the Turks have built a minaret, from
which I had a charming view-.of the sur-
-tounding country, - being heightened by
the sun setting in refulgent glory beneath
the Ionian sea.

Night drawing on, we returned to our

‘hovel to supper, and early in the-mornin $
again mounted -our horses, and sm%é)
n

our course for Scala Nuova, distune

a few hours ride. Q

The road to Scala Nuo &beautifully
diversified by mountaixvnd vallies ; we
passed a charming n the middle of

which was a ell -of considerable

%de an immense bason

depth, and
of granite ive the water. In Turkey
they ha t little notion of the use of

g

(

SMYRNA.

the pump, and where
wells, they employ
attached to the lo
the situation “wi
tains, as tl@ e more proper for their.
ablutionsg indeed I believe the command

of thei is to wash in running water.

At each of these fountains, so plentifully
%i:&ed throughout Turkey, there isa

lace for prayer, on which is inscribed

Da some passage from the Alcoran.

In this dell, and in this fine bason
St. John is said to have baptized many
Christians: at some distant period, the
bason has been elegant, although now it
has neither sculpture or inscription; it is
of black granite, and is now considerably
reduced both in shape and size, probably
from Christian travellers haying taken
away pieces of it as reliques or curiosi-
ties. By the fountains in Turkey, there
is generally a bason for the flocks to water
from, and tuese are mostly made of sar-
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cophagi, the basso relievos and inscrip-
tions of which are uniformly destroyed by
the barbarous Turks. p
r

We at length arrived at Scala Nuova:
it is a small port on the Jonian sea, at
which many ships load annually. Grain
is the chief article of commerce, which is
loaded in contraband by a fee to the Aga,
or governor: a vast quantity of beans is
sent from here, chiefly for Alexandria in

LEgypt, and for Malta. @@

We found but little to amuse us(%
Scala Nuova: the town is in man
finely situated on the ascent of oun-

tain, but the buildings are poo@ mean ;

the inhabitants are a mix of Turks,

vious notice fro a, our consul had
prepared a d\l&i‘i g for us, by unhousing
a Greek bs , whose mansion was the

Jews, and Christians, are upon the
whole very hospitabg aving sent pre-

only place\gt all the city that could hold

&
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our party, unless m&’ gone to - the

common caravansar ich is often dan-

gerous on acco of the plague, as
travellers of escriptions and denomi-
nations pu there. Caravansaries are

large ¢ Wbuildings ; the upper part is
for loc%ﬁg strangers, and the under part
is @ﬁloyed as stables, but these being
ept very far from clean, are inhabited by
inmumerable swarms of vermin of all
kinds, to which are added tribes of mus-
quitoes, produced by a fountain, which
uniformly plays in the middle of the
square.

The palace of the bishop consisted of
one pretty spacious apartn\exlt,": and a
small kitchen. The furniture of the
room was a large Turkish sopha, which
surrounded three sides of it; but from
certain filthy appearances, the said sopha
affording a prospect of more pain than
pleasure, we ordered it to be remeoved,
preferring to sit on our own clean mat-
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trasses: the walls were covered with
daubings representing the Holy Virgin
and some of the Saints; in a corner, a
lamp burnt before a painting of the Vir-
gin in rather a better style, according to
the modern Grecian taste; this lady was
placed by some wretched imitator of na-
ture on a golden ground,—a method of
painting universal in all the Greek churches,
wherever there is a picture of the Virgin
Mary, our Saviour, the Apostles, or any

Saints of a later date. @

Our consul here claims descent fidw
Justinian : he is a man of great | @g,
and was educated at Padua; w&e as
much entertained by his pe;@ , as by
the ignorance of a curio§jty” from the
island of Zante, whosrepresents the
French, Ragusan, &olit&n, and Rus-
sian people, and actually can neither
read nor writ is phenomenon of na-

ture ex:e&;,ﬂkewise the profession of

Esculap n those who chuse to run

o
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the risk of being p@ by his pre-
scriptions.
o

These con re but poorly paid by
their difler ations: their principal ad-
vantage Nthat they are allowed to trade,
and a%ﬁrotected from Turkish injustice ;
theyhave also the privilege of granting

ﬁ)rotection to their servants, who are
1

kewise merchants, and pay for their
situations.

After passing a day at Scala Nuova,
we again remounted our horses, in order
to return to Smyrna: by mid-day we
again crossed the Cyster, and in the
evening the plain of Ephesus: we en-
Joyed, by the rays of the setting sun, a
fine view of the ruins of the temple and
of the church. We again took up our
lodging for the night at the coffee-house
which we had used before, on halting the
second night of our excursion.
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Some of our party, who were < keen
sportsmen, left the horses with the guides
on entering the marshy part of the plain,
and night coming on, had. nearly lost
themselves amidst the lofty rushes. One
of them, a Frenchman, made a wonder-
ful story of their adventure; he related
his falling into a deep lole, up to the neck
in water, and that he was saved only by
his fowling-piece crossing the mouth of
the hole; but he forgot that one thing was
necessary to make his report credible,—
there was not the smallest appearanc
of wet either on his elothes or
gun.

Another day brought us4nysafety to
our friends in Smyrna, who Weére anxiously

awaiting our return. %v
s
QS’

on iy
Qb

N
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e from Smyrna.—Clazomena Islands.
~—Phocea.— Arrival at Constantinople.

Constantinople, 1805.

I nave the satisfaction to write to you
from Constantinople, where I arrived
only a few days ago. '

I quitted Smyrna on board of an Impe-
rial vessel bound for the Black Sea ; shelay
at anchor below the castle, between the
river H_ermion and the Clazomena Islands,
taking on board a cargo of salt. The
captain, for what reason he knew best,
sent for me to come down immediately ;
but, on my getting on board, I found the
vessel would not have her cargo com-
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pleted for several days. Having, how-
ever, all my things with me, and bade
adieu to my friends at Smyrna, who will.
ever live in my remembrance, I could not
think of returning thither ; and although
it was the month of March, bleak weather,
and a northerly wind blowing, I con-
tented myself with being cooped up, to
read and play cards with two fellow pas-
sengers, the one a reformed Jew, and the
other a Neapolitan doctor, a drunken

fellow, whose company was extremely EQ

disagrecable. The captain we seldom@
saw ; but this I did not regret, exceptia&
when the unruly doctor got drunk 2

he became insufferable. Our ¢ ander
happened to be enamoured ‘% e wife
of another Imperial capta&hose ship
Jay about a cable’s le g?yfrom us; the
lady was on board, &n this account he
arose with the s@ rew his net, which
had been set “out’the night before, and

carried tl@b’duce to his enamorata, as
she was fohd of fish, and never left her,

)

1

il
coxsnxnmr@ 178

but to cast his net iy and come on

board to sigh and s
N

After we | mpleted our cargo, the
wind contin unfavourable, we weighed
ﬁ.y! ran close in behind the Clazo-

anchor,
mena }ands, where we were sheltered
A he north wind, and ready to start.

4 had been at these islands before, and

knew several -of them: they are all un-
inhabited but one, on ‘which are little
more than a ‘dozen of Greeks. All of
these islands abound in game and rabbits.
We lay here several days, which passed
pleasantly enough; for the captain, who
had never introduced me te the lady on
board of the other ship, was obliged in
some measure to make me acquainted with
her husband, or tather I believe I made
up to him myself, on shore, where we
‘met shooting rabbits; he kindly invited
me on board of his vessel, where 1 saw
the fair lady, who was really a fine woman,
and very agreeable in her manners.
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The wind becoming fair, we set sail,
and had proceeded as far as the west end
of Mitylene, when it came to blow pretty
fresh, and to keep us rather scant inour
course. Our consort, which had on board
the loadstone that directed our compass,
still kept company with us: when the
wind came to be pretty high, the lady
grew sick, and her compassionate hus-
band bore away : passing us, he said he
was going into Phocea bay to wait for
better weather, and we were .too com-
plaisant not to follow the fair. In a few@$

lours the lady’s stomach was restored&
tranquillity. x
Ships

The port of Phocea is ex;g@ﬂe.$

of any burthen may ride in safety,
however the wind bloyv§» The town is
a miserable one, theA4 itants are either
fishermen or sh s. 1 found nothing
ethark; not a vestige of

here worthy
the anciel now .remains, which was

situated a®out a mile to the west of the

§v

)
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present town. We r
days, which were .
circumstances w

ed -here two
;@ ‘as agreeably.as

admit. We went
on shore in evening, and walked
abeut:eithe e tent or on 'the beach, -
where- n&r some shady tree our dinner
was pr&'red: in all .our excursions the

rmed one of the party. The walk
A%n the beach was very romantic.

la

The wind again became .moderate and
fair.  You must observe that, during the
winter, it is seldom that the inbatt takes
place in-the gulph of Smyrna, .it being
occasioned by the heat of the sun. Not-
withstanding the apprehensions +of the
lady, we again put to sea, passed Mity-
lene, and were soon on the coast of Troy ;
about noon we entered the Hellespont.
The wind continuing fair, we judged it
imprudent to come to an anchor. The
current in the Hellespont is very strong:

* we.had a fine breeze, and the vessel not
deep, yet we made but little head against
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it. At length we got into the sea of
Marmora, and here we were taken with
a contrary wind off Heraclea.

One night that it was calm and serene,
to amuse our friend the lady, the captain
ordered some rockets to be let off, which
went up extremely well; our consort did
the same, and they were alternately re-
peated till all the stock on both sides
was spent. We then took to our great
guns, and made no bad imitation of a

sea-fight, the effect of which was height@

ened by the darkness of the night.
however, had nearly a fatal catas :
my captain was in the act of &oﬂ" a
large blunderbuss, which \@n some
time loaded, when it burst inte’a thousand
pieces, cut his hand ely, and gave
him such a sh t he actually
fainted ; a pi ck the man at the
helm, and a $ ter hit me on the face.

The twex}y-ﬁfth day afler we quitted

&

)

=

77

consunnm@ .;

Smyrna, we arrived onstantinople.
The magnificence beauty of the

approach te t}@y, by sea, cannot be
exceeded. It ty minarets and ma-
Jestic domes%e it a grand appearance ;
we gox. er the Seraglio point just
as;hés.u was gilding them with his last

ra

é Endeavour to correct the prejudice of

those who say there is no comfort or good
treatment to be met with on board of
foreign ships. 1 have sailed in many, and
have in general been perfectly well satis-
.ﬁcd with my accommodations ; with some,
indeed, this can never be the case; they
thiuk every one on board beneath them,
and behave with haughtiness; of course
they meet with the return they deserve.
I have found but too many of our couns
tiymen of this description.

VOL. §.. N
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LETTER XIV.

Situation of Constantinople.—Population
and Buildings.— Pera—Galata. — So-
ciety.— Different Religions.

Constantinople, 1805.

‘ - .
(ConsTanriNopLE is built on a num(@)
. 1eg )

extensive amphitheatre; the sit
at once the most beautiful a most
advantageous for commerc%

the sea of Marmora w%i&
the east; an arm of r, navigable for

some miles, fo Q port sufficient for
half the navy & world, and from the
peculiarity situation, no storm can

ever do y; ships of the greatest
burthen may come close to the shore, and

its walls to

CONSTANTINO%

unload without' ris @ water neither
ebbs nor flows. @ort is called the

Golden Horn; raglio, or palace of
the Sultan. S upon the south-east
point of i an in it vessels lie free of the

rc.xpld c , which runs from the Thra-
cian Basphorus, called the channel of
ntinople, into the sea of Marmora,

0}
eést the palace of the Grand Signor.

The population of Constantinople is-
reckoned to equal that of Paris; it is
certainly great, and if Pera, Scutari, and
the banks of the channel are included, it
can be little short of half a million: the
buildings are mean, excepting the mosques,
which are numerous and very grand;
that of St. Sophia is particularly so, it
rises like a mountain above the rest. Many
of the Sultans have built mosques, which
at a distance appear very little -inferior to -
it, but on a nearer inspection the differ-
ence is obvious. The Bazars, or market
places, are extensive; and the Hanns, or.

N2
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fire-proof lodgings and warehouses of
merchants, are large and commodious.
The streets are remarkably narrow, ill
paved, and extremely dirty; they are
filled with an astonishing number of dogs,
dead and alive.

Pera, the habitation of the Franks,
stands on the north side of the port, and
immediately over that part of the town
called Galata, which formerly belonged
to the Genoese. The air of Pera is good,
and the town is well supplied with watf%
the streets are very narrow, and fi

’

*@€e the buildings are worth notic x g

i English have lately erected a alace,

y é but so situated as to have &l w except
é a small part of the ars% v’ the I'rench

have a good one, co ing a prospect

,f ‘;of the channel, t &glio Point, Scu-

ri, and some Prince’s Islands. The
Mlace of theGennans was burnt some years
—— ago, wh greater part of Pera was
destroyed; ’since that time they have oc-

Y,

v
¥

tians, which is
, but ill situated,
and has no carrigge entry. The Russians,
Swedes, an ch have all good palaces;

that belo#ip to the Neapolitans is now
convertdg into an inn.
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cupied that of the
large and comm

ﬂﬁormerly, no persons, but such as were
tached to the different missions, could

oa build or reside in Pera; now it has be-

come the abode of most of the Greck and
Armenian merchants of respectability,
who find they have more liberty here than
under the government of the Turks, for,
in Pera, the inhabitants are judged by the
laws of the nation which protects them,
or by its ambassador, and the Turks
seldom interfere, unless in the event of a
disturbance.

Galata lies by the water side, and is the
place where most of the European mer-
chants have their warehouses and offices.
The greater part of the port of Constanti-
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nople is situated on the Galata side of the
water, few ships of any burthen being on
the opposite shore. The Frank custom-
house is here, and many thousands of Jews
and Christians of every denomination have
their houses in the town, which they
prefer to Constantinople, as most of the
buildings are fire-proof, which is not the
case in that city. Ateach of the entrances
to Galata, there is. a gate, with a
Turkish guard stationed at it; all of these
gates are shut after sun-set. The town

has been formerly surrounded by a stron &

wall, many parts of which are still st@
ing, as well as some of the towers

which,called Galatatower,isno
mto a place of Mahometan
of the gates leading into R s opened at
almost any hour of t gt for the ac-

commodation of t g@mnks, who live in

these quarters, o pay a small sum
annually to - lef of the guard for this
privilege. ese gates must have been

erected chiefly for the prevention of fires
and robberies.

LR e TR .
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Excepting the beaut
a few localities, lnople affords but

Co
little which cou@ke a residence here
agreeable. ing worthy of notice,
may be se&in a few days; and even the

views, so enchanting, and indced al-
ways&elightful, become by degrees fami-

%o the sight%

oa Society, one of the chief sources of plea-

sure to man, is here wanting ; it is divided
into separate classes ; the ambassadors, the
dragomen, or interpreters, and the mercan-
tile body of the people. Jealousy, stiff
court etiquette, and a foolish idea of supe-
riority, mar every thing like enjoyment
in their numerous assemblies, and meetings
of every kind.

The different ambassadors have their
different evenings for receiving company ;
on which occasions card parties are formed,
and sometimes a little dance is given. Our
pa ace not being finished, Mr. Stratton lived

ik fo 2
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in a small house, which did not admit of
“his seeing visitors; indeed, the weak state
of his health likewise precluded this. I
found these ministerial parties, so ceremo-
nious and insipid, that I declined attending
-them, and preferred passing the evenings
at the house of the worthy Doctor Lo-
' renzo, whose doors were thrown open

very night to receive his friends, as he is /

ont to express himself, sans ceremonze
is old gentleman is first surgeon to the

might have been one of the richest
in Turkey, in consequence of his

charity, remains poor. ing on the

most intimate footing v@m, I shall
W have occasion to mention him again in the
/course of my letters. @z English gentle-

%V“‘ man likewiseente is friends very hos-
04 ‘ pitably, and ‘I&-passed many a happy
hour at his &E None of the other Eng-

lish resi

)/ tan he is a Florentine, and one of tlleéylr
%4./ /@ most liberal men in the world; he

at Pera are married, which

&

Q,?’

CONSTANTI %
“probably prevent @ aving ‘parties at

.home.

At Co@x nople they have no public
-amuse , except during Carnival, when
ther& masqued balls at some of the

ings,
S

'The different nations are more divided
into parties here than at Smyrna, and po-
litics create much greater animosity. The
Turks never form any part in the Frank
society, -and the ‘Greeks but seldom, un~

less employed ‘in one or other of the
missions.

The major part of the Franks here are

of the Roman Catholic religion, and the

streets and houses of Pera swarm with its

“Ppriests, who are a great pest to society; al-
most every family has a priest attached to

it; and from their being in possession of

all the secrets, whether they refer to public

or private matters, of the people with
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ascendancy and influence over them; and,
as little would be got by the confession of
a clear conscience, they, in an underband
way, by scandal, andgpther mean arts,
seek out quarrels and intrigues, that they
may enrich themselves, and their poor
relations, under the disguise of charity.
These blood-suckers are educated chiefly
at Scio, or some other of the Greek islands,
and are in general extremely ignorant of S'
the principles of the religion which they $
profess: they more properly merit tb%

title of emissaries of Satan, than th
missionaries of the meek and lowl &s.

A dignitary of their church, an &ened

man, has often said to me, % we have
occasionally met in com ith some of

these fellows, “ one o& will do more

injury to the cau the church, in a
country like T in a single year, than
¢en men of ion will do good in their

whole life S

Vy
N

The Dutch used ve a clergyman,
the Swedes have d the English Le-

CONSTANTI

vant Company pay for one, but no service
has been med in Enghs in, Pera,
for seve

emellgxon the Greeksare a remark-
{i%’ superstitious people, and if possible,
é nore so than the Roman Catholics; if one
of this persuasion joins their church,
they baptize him again. The Armenians
are very quiet and inoffensive; most of
them attend the Roman Church. The
Turks disturb no one with their reiigion ;
they say their prayers in the most devout
manner, when and where they find it con-
venient, and without the least Pharisaical
pride, although thousands should be spec-
tators.

The Jews are more strict observers of
the law in Turkey than in any other coun-
try where I have met with them. They
are also more charitable among themselves;
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they take no interest for money. When a
Jew grows old, and unfit for business, if he
has wherewithal to live on, he retires to
Jerusalem to pass the remainder of his
days, and then to sleep, with his fathers.

Q,?’
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LE’I;{} XV.

——

Ambass%zs. — Germans. — Russians.—
FréNr.—British.—Impiopriety of send-
. @g‘young men abroad as Secretaries.

Constantinople, 1805.

oa SEVERAL of theambassadors here are very

respectable men, many of them much more
so than they will probably ever be again, as
the Turks have it in agitation, no longer to
allow their subjects to have the protection
of foreign ambassaders, a source from
which they have received yearly, money
and presents to a great amount. The
trade of selling protections has actually
been carried on for a length of time; by it
the ambassadors have been enabled to live
better, and to make more money tltan they
could ever have done by their appoint-
ments; and the dragomen here live like
princes, To their credit, the English fora
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" considerable period have disallowed this
kind of traffic; they have not deprived
those who had paid for their protection,
but they take on no new friends. Their
example, however, has not, as yet, had
much influence.

The nations who appear the most to
cultivate their interest in Turkey, are the
Russian, the German, and the French.

* The Germans have, at Vienna, an ori- %ﬁ
ental college, in which a number of you()é)
men of family, or possessed of gooal

terest, are educated at the public e;

and when they have finished %&dies

they are either sent as secr & s to Con-
stantinople, or as dragomer& some of the
scales or ports in t vant ; by this
means they have a& about them peo-
ple on whom can depend, being of

their own n and religion, in short,
children state. At present there is
er of the German mission at

. 101
Constantinople, wh ot speak, read,
and write, from eight different lan-

guages, The
merly a dra
Se @'young men are attached to the
Russiari’ mission, who are carefully in-
S&ed in the necessary languages.
‘%Princes, and people of the highest consi-

Teside at Constantinople, for the purpose
of learning these, when they propose
filling a diplomatic situation.

b@ deration do not think it beneath them to

The French have a number of young
men educated at the public expense, who
live in the palace at Pera. When Brune
came as ambassador to Constantinople, he
brought with him twelve young gentlemen,
whose education is now completed ; they
will be employed as dragomen, secretaries,
or consuls, at the different ports, and if
they display talents sufficient, will, in time,
be raised to the highest situations of which
their line of life will admit. '
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The British have never paid any atten-
tion to their interest in this way ; we have
but one English. youth educated by the
Levant Company, who lives at Smyrna.
At Constantinople there are three, chiidren
of people settied in_the country; and
should they ever come to be good forany
thing, they cannot expect to have the in-
terest of Britain any more at heart than
their salary prescribes; besides Roman
Catholics ought never to be entrusted with
the secrets of a protestant nation.

* been observed that the Turkish empiféy
{falling into decay, it will not now b-
have
young men educated. for office of

dragomen at the Turkish rt..

. \ad
1t Would bet.le_a@ou into a subject
not at all intere% you, were I to dis-
sv Yurther, opwere I to en-
ter at lagge’on the gross impropriety of
sending young men of family, as secreta-
ries, on so important a mission as that te

Much ?
might be said on this head, but as it. &

a ¢
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the Porte. It would
should remain at
country for a fe
the governme

ter that they

in their native

ars longer, and that
; uld select men of capa-
city, who w feel inclined to be of ser-
vice to_tlg state. Even these diplomatic
boys thémselves are mistaken, if they think
‘u@i a country where they may carry

nﬁeir intrigues at pleasure.  The Turk-

sh fair are too well guarded; and the
Turk will take his revenge without cere-
mony : there are no trials for, gallantry
here, and papa’s purse will have but little
weight with an enraged Mussulman. Be-
sides, drinking is held in abhorrence by the
better sort of people. A drunken gentle-
man is looked upon as a brute; in short,
Turkey will not do for boys who leave
home to seek pleasure—it is fit only for
men of business. o :

U RS




104 LETTER XVI

LETTER XVL

Black Sea.— Navigation of it but little
known.— Ambelique.—Sea of Azoph—
Taganrock.—-'-Climate.——Port.—Kaﬁa.—-—
Town of Taganrock.—Dust—Fortress.
Arsenal —Island.—Canal.

Taganrock, Sea of Azoph, 180§§§

Ax length J have put in executio&l
long projected plan of visiting t @ts of
Taganrock and Odessa, in the By Sea.

On the 20th of May, waiting some

days for a south wind ‘%sn ed from Buyuk-
dery, a village o rders of the Chan-
mfor the Black Sea,
nish brig. The current

rom the Black Sea, is so strong
breeze is necessary in order i@

nel of Cons
on board
which

that a

I

Q,?'
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make head against it ; fluence is felt
evenat ten miles el d,when it begins
to take another di on. The Black Sea,

from its partic form, being like a bason,
into which rivers pour their streams,
s full Nrents, a just calculation of
which ir$7s almost impossible to malke,
a e navigation is hereby rendered un-

rtain and dangerous, as the weather is

L Oégenerally stormy and thick.

_The navigation of the Black Sea is-but
little known, being usually performed by
people who are not very ski'ful seamen;
the charts likewise are extremely incorrect ;
for instance, the French chart, which was
till lately the only one made use of, sets
down Capa on the Asia side, 15 miles too
far north, and Capa Caraza on the Crimea,
22 miles too far south ; this we had an op-
portunity of ascertaining, having got two
very good observations, which I found to
be correct, by comparing notes after my
arrival, with some captains, who perfectly

02
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agreed with me. This therefore makes a
difference in the width of the sea, of 37
miles. From the variety of the currents,
we found, in making the Crimea, that we
were carried by them about 50 miles north,
and 81 west, of our reckoning. On the
26th, we arrived at Ambelique, a bay near
the east end of the Crimea, and not far
from the entrance of the sea of Asoph,

or what was anciently called the Palus
Meotis. b@

‘Ambelique is the place appointed fo‘E W

ships going into the sea of Azoph, to s?
at, to have their papers of heal -

mined ; we went on shore, were ted,
and ordered to strike ourselve on the
groin and arm-pits, to p t we had

no infection ; after whie?e went through
an examination as ? state of our
health, and the on in which we left

Constantinop z

By o$ of the Russian government,

Q?’
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ships should perform &' days quaran-
tine at this place, »'they proceed on

their voyage; b officers being at all
times accessi l@o a bribe, antedate their
report, anéhe wind be fair, the stay at
Ambeli(w,i reduced to a few hours.

x.

e passage into the sea of Azoph is
d& gerous if the wind be strong, but very
safe in moderate weather. The entrance at
the bar is extrfemely narrow, and plenty of
buoys are laid down to facilitate it; there
is seldom more than thirteen feet water on
the bar, but the bottom is so soft, that in
moderate weather no danger need be ap-
prehended from touching. We fortunately
had good weather ; and paying all due at-
tention to the buoys, which are very judi-
ciously placed, got safe through, which
was not the case with some vessels near us,
as they ran aground, but soon hove off ; n
the afternoon we came to an anchor, in 3}
fathoms water. At the narrowest part of
this strait the Russians have a fort called
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Jeanicoli, which completely commands
the entrance, The south-east coast being
very low, was our reason for coming to an
anchor, as the weather was hazy.

It would be no difficult matter to see the
coast on each side, going up the sea of
Azoph, if the land was high, but it lies
very low; and from this circumstance,
and the state of the weather, we could de-
scry no part of it.  Upon the points of the
sand banks, the government have placed
flag-staifs ; on the north side of the sea the
flags are red, and those on the south are v
black ; in order to sail free of danger, i Asé b
best to keep them nearly in a line. &)
is but little water in all the sea, 2 @s ip
may with safety come to an in any
part of it, as the grou '%od : the
greatest depth of water und was five
fathoms, and close the flags thirteen
fect ; indeed, owir %Ie haze, we passed
more than onc @ e wrong side, though
within a fi ds of the port: but our

QS’
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vessel being light, this o d nothing
more than the Greek crossing him=

self. e

une we came to an an-

n of Taganrock, at the dis-
tance of thrée wersts from the shore. We
fountl, wpwards of 200 ships of different
%&and sizes, waiting for cargoes.

L)

A\

Taganrock isa small city, situated near
the head of the sea of Azoph, ona promon-
tory of land, from which it takes its name
Taganrock, or the Angel Rock; itis in la-
titude 46 degrees.

The climateis in the two extremes of heat
and cold ; during the summer the most
scorching heat prevails, and in the winter
the frost is intense : but in spring and au-
tumn, both of which are however short,
the temperature is mild and pleasant.

The port, if it deserves the name, is a
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most wretched one. From the shallow-
ness of the sea, vessels of even moderate
burthen are obliged to lie at the distance
of from three to even ten wersts from the
town. Government has long had it in
contemplation to shut up the navigation
of this sea, and carry its commerce to
Kaffa in the Crimea in small vessels, by
-which it would form an excellent nursery
for seamen. The port of Kaifa, the an-
cient Theodolia, lies considerably to the
west of the entrance of the sea of Azoph,
but if you will take the trouble to look

into a map of the country, you will se %E

that behind the Crim the sea runsd
till within about 30 wersts of the af(ﬁgl d
port. They have begun alrea Qbuild
the necessary magazines at a, and
many families have been o cultivate
the intermediate space? round. The
adoption of this m e will certainly
causea.wonderfu rovement in trade.
IS open only a few

The sea of /
months of t edr, and of those months,

QS’
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in July and August o'ater recedes,
when a pamcular ows with such
violence, that lppmg is aground

many wersts he shore. The water

is at times carce on the bar, that no
vessels 7 burthen can enter, unless
they 4ake "lighters to carry down part of

th rgoes, which of course they are
At Kafta there are

. &cn obliged to do.
one of these difficulties to encounter;

the port is fine, and the sea seldom
frozen ; even in the depth of winter ships
arrive at Kaffa, and other parts of the
Crimea, which is certainly the best spot
on that side of Russia whereon to build
sea-ports.

The town of Taganrock consists of
about one thousand small houses, built
chiefly of wood and mud, and covered
over with bark; very few indeed are of
brick or stone.

The streets are wide and unpaved;
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when it rains for only an hour, they be-
come impassable; the soil is so fine, that
the mud is immediately knee deep in
many places, and su clammy and slip-
pery, that it is both disagrecable and dan-
gerous to a foot passenger. You will
think me capricious, but this I can assure
you is not the case; when the rain ceases
for a few hours, the streets still continue
intolerable ; the sun and wind quickly dry
up the moisture, and raise a cloud of
dust from the fine mould, which I have
mentioned to you, and which is reduced

crowds of oxen and horses, that are passi
every instant with produce from the

try: the wind, which is generall @ng,
carries this dust into the ai(ké such
clouds, that I have actuall the sun
darkened by them for a erable time,
and at the breadth ofwa_street have not
been able for severa tes to distinguish
a man from a : this dust is carried
so far, that q e wind ofl' the land, at

QS’
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to an impalpable powder by the feet of ‘E v '

TAGANROCK.
three wersts distance, | :l,)een almost
choeked with it. rst time I saw

these clouds, I c ed that they were
ners of an earthquake.

I esteem thﬁjlrcumstance as one of the
most u nt attending a residence
here d>should have supposed it very

pen? s to the health of the inhabitants,
hey all look well and hardy, and

'§ medical friend, who had received

his education in Edinburgh, assured me
that they were not afflicted with disease
any more than other people. 1 observed,
however, that the doctor, who, like
myself, had no inclination to drink water
impregnated with dust, always bad it
boiled with a little salt of tartar, which
precipitated all the sediment. I found it -
impossible to keep out the dust: the
houses were filled with it even when the
windows were kept down, and although
I wore thick pantaloons and boots, at
night T found my skin perfectly black.
This, in some measure, accounts for the



204 LETTER XVI.

dirtiness of the Russians in this quarter;
I never saw a dirtier set of men, and
- upon mentioning it, I was told that they
said, this was to be “in the English
fashion:” they were quite surprised to
see me always the cleanest in the com-

pany.

The fortress of Taganrock is regular
and exteunsive ; it has a deep wide moat,
and many bastions, on which no guns are
at present mounted ; it is large enough to
accommodate conveniently 50,000 men ;
all the military are lodged within it; it v
stands upon the point from which t}§)$
town takes its name. Immediately u&

an

the fortress, Peter the Great l@

arsenal for his small craft em plo&n' this
sea against the Tartars o @ opposite
side: in this arsenal th&y protected
during the rigours of ythe ‘winter. From
its situation it is ve re; but to render

it still more so uilt an island three
wersts ont int sea, which he fortified ;

QS’
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he also cut a canal, which ed from the
arsenal to it, and se wersts farther
into the sea. T
island are now 4
]écted; the
and the

senal, canal, and
great measure neg-
begins to disappear,
has only about nine feet
water in it Merchant ships are allowed,
by rm'ﬁg the governor, to go into the
senal to repair, and even to winter,
'&en they happen to be overtaken by
that season setting in sooner than they
expected, and thereby preventing their
departure.
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LETTER XVIL

Trade of Taganrock.— Money.—Weights.
— Measures. — Grain. — Different Arti-
cles of Commerce.— Caviar.— Butter.—
Fairs.—Drawback to Trade, for want of
an Exchange.

Taganrock, June, 1805.

it is carried on principally by Ragu%
and Greek supercargoes, who co

the vessels during the spring,&leave
the country as soon as th goes are
completed.  The Rag have fine

ships, and are all g men, the art
of navigation formix OO%Zrt of the educa-
tion of most o th of the republic.
These men &treated with kindness

QS’
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here, but the Greeks a
little principle, that t
them as rogues by

ple of so
ssians consider
they have been
often deceived Greeks who come
here are mo%h)m Cephalonia, and are
the greate ains of all those who bear
the now&aceful name.
[ ]
Bfore entering at large upon the trade
this port, that you may the better un-
derstand it, I will give you an idea of
the money, weights, and measures of the
country.

Silver money is not in use in this part of
Russia; indeed, I never saw it but at
card parties, when they seldom play for
paper.  Silver money bears an agio of
30 per cent.

The current money of Russia is copecs
and rubles; the copecs are of copper, five
of them weigh about an ounce; the rubles
are of paper, like bank bills, and are from
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two upwards. One hundred copecs make
aruble, which, according to the exchange,
June 1805, was worth 32 pence sterling.
They have gold money in Russia, but I
have never seen it current.

The weights of this part of Russia are
fonts, puds, celverts, and bergovitz; 40
fonts make 1 pud, and 9 puds and 9 fonts
make one celvert, 10 of which is 1 ber-
govitz; but besides this celvert of weight,
they have one of measure, which is com-
posed of eight morea, and which weighs
of good wheat 10 puds. The long mea-

sure is the archine, which is nearly 2 ‘é
inches: the werst, which is about t

quarters of an English mile, I shaiN\n
quently have occasion to mentio@

From the situation of nrock, at
the head of the sea of Azoph, and nearly
at the mouth of th rivers, namely,
the Donand the ga, and its also being
in a fertile pg J9t

QS’
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in many staple articles, no ﬁn in the
ports in the west of t mea, unless
brought from hence.

The wheat anrock and its envi-

rons is of t est kind, being what is

called Arnalit, a hard wheat of a fine

yello &'gold colour, and short of the

pile. K{bout 300 cargoes, of 200 tons
a&.of this grain are annually brought

Ain o market, and readily bought up for
the markets of Italy and Spain.

Besides wheat, they have also abundance
of fine barley, rye, and oats, but the last is
much inferior to what you have at home.
Peas and beans are likewise plenty, and
flour of different kinds is not scarce. All
tliese articles are to be had on reasonable
terms at the proper season.

Tallow is very abundant; about one
hundred thousand puds are annually col-
VOL. L. P
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lected here and in the neighbourhood ; of
these, two thousand tons are sent to the
Petersburgh market alone.

Bees-wax is made in great quantities;
at the fair of Coronea, this year, ten thou-
sand puds were exposed to sale; much of
this article is disposed of at all the fairs.
The environs of Taganrock supply plenty
of honey.

Wool is of no small moment, now that b

the prohibition to export it is done away
with: the qualities are various, and it v
differs in price from 1% to 35 rubles t &
pud; the quantity is immense, pa&
larly of the coarser kind. x0

Peter was at great pains §§%ote the
cultivation of wool ; he présented to the
family of Nadarzenski t&houszmd sheep
of different breed%hhe purpose, with
the condition ne of them were to

be killed. 4«&
QS’
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Iron, from Siberia, co %Wn the
Volga in immense qua "@ It is of
three different qualiti i
these, differs in prj om 15 to 20 per
cent. Any qu of iron may be had

by giving OI‘@ the proper season.

He)?ﬂd flax are also plentiful. The
he Orel is esteemed the best, al-

b all that grows in this neighbour-

Ahood is good.

Hides, both salted and tanned, are
plenty and cheap; an immense number
of vasshetti roso, or red hides, are an-
nually shipped for Italy.

Cordage is an article not to be passed
over in silence; that which is ready made
is not always the best, but by paying
attention to its manufacture, it may be
had of the best quality on easy terms.
The finest twine for sail-making, or any

P2
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other purpose, is mnanufactured in the
interior.

Canvas is made in great quantities, and
is to be purchased at a very reasonable
price; to the fairs, in particular, much of
it is brought : they in general expose three
different kinds, viz. heavy strong canvas,
a second quality merely a little lighter, and
a third sort, useful in making marquees, or
light sails for shipping: these vary five
per cent. from one another in price.

Taganrock likewise furnishes timber for
shipbuilding,and the finest of spars for shi
masts, &c. These articles come down,é)
river from Siberia; pitch and tar
likewise from the same place y are
both of a superior quality. $

Caviar, or sturgeon 1& is exported
from Taganrock to % ount of 50,000

puds annually; j made on the Don
and the Volga@, and consumed both

QS’
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| adi it
by Roman Catholic an§®ek on their

meagre days. The of fishing for
the sturgeon, fro ch this roe is ex-

TAGANROCK.

river, and anchored by large stones: the
'ﬁsh&n ng up to deposit its spawn, gets
engangled, and being atall times of an

“$dolent and lazy nature, and probably at

this season sick with the weight of its roe,
never attempts to extricate itself. The
roe is taken out, and salted in barrels,
which contain 50 puds each. Caviar is
jet black in colour, and looks very like
black soap ; at first it has a strong fishy
taste, but after eating it once or twice,
the palate becomes reconciled to it; it is
generally eaten with oil and vinegar, or
with bread and fresh butter. The back
part of the fish is salted and dried, when
it tastes like bacon. 'The other parts are,
I suppose, eaten by the fishermen, or sold
fresh on the spot, as I never saw them
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exposed to sale. They have many other
kinds of salted fish.

From the great trade in tallow, it may
be imagined that beef is to be had in
quantities. Formerly, in order to extract
the tallow, the whole carcase was thrown
into a kettle and boiled ; now the govern-
ment has ordered, that only the tallow is
to be taken off, and the beef to be salted
and dried, which is always done; but
from the ignorance of the people in salting,
it has not been found to keep well. 'The
British government has sent persons into v
the country for the curing of beef anﬁ&
pork, which is also plenty, but hit
they have performed nothing wond%

that way, though they have \@
great deal of money. x

in
ed a

The butter in this
plentiful ; a great

is very good and
it is carried into
Turkey, wher _Turks mix it with
tallow; it is %ﬂed in skins, into which

,,23’

TAGANROCK. 215

?; hitherto

butter, but of
5 at Saratoff have
salt it according to

it is poured in a melte
they melted most of
late a colony of G
begun to make

the mode i r country. I have seen
some of i it is as good as any I ever
tasted e melted butter, though it

can eaten with bread, is very useful
fog aulinary purposes.
L)

attention become an article of considerable
importance; and camel’s hair often makes
its appearance at the fairs, although but
in trifling quantities, for want of sale, but
itis supposed that a great deal might be
had, if there was a market for it.

x
2‘% Hare skins are plenty, and might with

The fairs in this part of Russia deserve
to be mentioned. That of Micaria is one
of the greatest in the world: merchants
even from China attend it, and exchange
their eastern treasures for our western ma-
nufactures. This fair commences on the
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first of August (old style), and continues
fifteen days ; that of Coronea is likewise
one of no small importance; a great
number of India articles are bartered at it,
and at both of them, as weli as those of
lesser note, the produce of the country is
exchanged from one hand to another to an
immense amount. The fair of Coronea is
in June, and continues for a week. At
these two fairs, contracts are entered into
for the delivery of export articles, and at
others, for the delivery of many articles
in the spring.

A great drawback to the trade came%&

on in these parts of Russia arises fro
want of a proper exchange; add hxs

the ignorance of those who call elves
merchants, who have nevex o shewn
speculators the dlr.xdvan f bringing

specie instead of b'l“b? the market;
gold of Venice

this specie is gentra
snl\ er of Spain, but

and Holland,
the gold 1 rable.  Ships coming

QS’
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from Christendom ex elther their
money or bills at C &lmople for these

e current in that
any other, even as

monies, which ar
city than alm

much so as{the money of the Sultan,
which is scarce. 'These sequins and
ducatgthey carry to the ports of the Black

Se: d on their arrival, an estaffel, or
ceuaier, is dispatched with them to Mos-

““eow, to get them converted into Russian

paper. Although there is no exchange
in the ports of the Black Sea, yet a re-
gular one is kept up at Moscow and Pe-
tersburgh with most of the principal
commercial countries at the following
places— London, Amsterdam, Vienna,
Paris, Hamburgh, Constantinople, and,
I believe, Leghorn. It is plainly to be
perceived, that the loss of so many
exchanges, and the risk of carrying specie
would be obviated, by the merchant at
Leghorn, forinstance, sending bills to his
agent at Moscow, to be turned into cash
before the arrival of his ship or ships at
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the port in the Black Sea, where she is to
load; or by desiring the Muscovite to
value on him, payable at where the ex-
change was most convenient; by this, as

I have said, they would avoid the risk of

sending cash, which they do all the way
even from Lisbon and Spain, subject to
the dangers of the sea and the plunder of
banditti; they incur likewise a loss of
from six to nine months interest on their
money, a matter of no small importance
in countries where it is from ten to twelve
per cent. besides the charge of insurance,
which is not little : the loss on specie also
is considerable, seldom less than from 13
to 20 per cent. the expense of sendl
the cash to be converted is first 250, s
to him who carries it, and a half ent,
to the government, which it *@ its safe
return. The other exp &say com-
mission at Moscow, cowld not be saved,
as in whatever way t usiness is trans-
acted, that must id.

&
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The import trade is mcons1der-
able; it is hmlted ew cargoes of
oil, fruit, wine, or locust, rum,
sugar, some d httle cotton yarn,

and very f@nufactures indeed,

W
&
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LETTER XVIIL

Society of Taganrock.—Russian feasts.—
Madame K——{ff.—Manners of the Rus-
sians.— Music.— Baths—Riding.— Sla-
very.—Enjoyments of the Table.—~Tea.

Taganrock, June, 1805.
I siust now give you some account of the
people I am amongst. Of the society of
Ta(ranrock I think but indifferently; it is
compo=ed_ of two classes, those who ar
military, and those who are not, and
equally despise each other; from I
have seen, the military are proud;

nious, and mean. I have m@an once
been highly amused at a Ru§siph feast; all

at table are here served rding to their
rank: first, the genﬁnhis lady, then
the colonel and s nd so on, through

every gradatj degradation of rank.

QS’
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At last, -after the dignitan’e@ewed, ‘the
scraps -come to the civili his accounts
for what we think s ge in the Russian
nation, where t@e so many generals
who are not rs, otherwise civilians,

$ d rank of generals ; these
on them by the govern-
men: éxalt in society those who would
ot e&ise be fed«on'scraps at a feast. But

ouwh his excellency must be served at
table before the civilian, yet he will submit
to be served after him in many other
things which we should esteem of much
greater consequence. I would not, how-
ever, be understood as saying this of all
the Russian officers, for, amongst them, I
have met with gentlemen whom I shall
remember with gratitude to the latest hour
of my life.

with the ti
are co

I have often heard it remarked, that it is
necessary to keep at the greatest distance
with many of these officers, for if they
should once get a footing in your house,
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they will not leave it, and will submit to
receive the most unpleasant hints, till you
are at last obliged to have recourse to the
well known Irish one, and literaily turn
them down stairs.

The other class of society is more hum-
ble and friendly. Both are fond of shew
and play, and the pay of a Russian officer
can ill support the extravagance to which
he is addicted ; many of them have, how-
ever, little else than their pay to depend on,
unless they are married to a pretty woman,

much scruple, to maintain his family, if h
can get a little cash by it. 'The Russi §)
are particularly fond of cards and billiakds.

Their chief game at cards is
tone ; and I have also seen
amongst them; they are j

players. ?’
But amidst th @ Muscovites at Ta-
ganrock, are &found, beings of a more

QS’
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N

whom her husband will allow, without Ev
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civilized nature.
widow of a late govern
education, the m
she very properl

toms of the
self, and lifeshn a circle which is a delight-
ful one;&er house many Russian ab-
sur itl&'are entirely laid aside, both from
he;&’;rked disapprobation of them, and
- frdm her high rank and easy manners.
%eneath her roof I have passed many happy
hours, and enjoyed here the satisfaction of
conversing in my own language, which
both she and an old baron, her tutor,
- speak fluently; she is also mistress of the
French and Italian, and her native lan=
guages, the Russian and Armenian. I
frequently met at her house with General
K i, a friend of her late husband, a
gentleman of very polished manners.

tes to the best
ished manners;
ises the brutal cus-
ry ; she forms for her-

From what follows you will perhaps set
me down as a severe censor, and conclude
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that I am disgusted with the Russians;
but I'must speak the truth.

In this place they have no public amuse-
ments; in winter, indeed, during Carnival,
there used to be balls, but the Russians
drank so much, and paid so ill, that those
of the inhabitants, who made a conscience
of paying, found these parties too expen-
sive, and in place of scenes of merriment
and sociability, they were in general only
drunken cabals, which usually had some
very disagreeable termination.

The Russians are very fond of music&)%v

and are sadly addicted to drinkings in
latter, only the ladies of the low%‘@s

join with them in this part of th try.
The national music, at least 1 part
of it, into which they intr a whistle,

and loud beating of the hands and feet, is
dreadful: nothing, i opinion, can be

more barbarous: ;@ ter dinner, I have

)
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seen a band of slaves order@o the lobby
to entertain the com I am told,
however, though L confess I never
heard it, that a the Russian music,
composed of, and of horns, is truly
grand. T orns are formed like the
gamut,%levery man sounds only his own
note M it comes to his turn. I do not
{%&9& if I ever saw the Russians dance;
abpresent the weather is too warm for
that exercise. ‘

You and I have often laughed at the
strange description of the Russian baths ;
I believe only half the truth has been told
to us. In these baths, that is to say, in
the warm ones, both sexes meet promis-
cuously in a state of nature; and after
washing, and no doubt admiring one
another a considerable time, they plunge
into cold water; but this indelicacy, as it
would certainly be considered in Britain,
is not confined to the baths. Shortly after
my arrival hiere, I was standing on the
VOL. L Q
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beach, when a well-dressed female began
to strip herself by my side; I concluded
that she was out of her senses, and at one
time thought of preventing her from so
doing; she was, however, quickly un-
dressed, and ran off into the sea, butfeting
the waves. I was presently convinced
that the poor woman was not madder than
the rest of her countrywomen, for I per-
ceived several more of them coming, who
soon followed her example, and swam
about like a parcel of sea nymphs. This
custom does not proceed from a want of mo-
desty, it is merely peculiar to the nation
and although in the eyes of an Engli
man it hasa singular appearance,
Muscovite there is nothing offengi§ de-
licacy in it. One of our mode -naked
British fair would be lookg gby a Turk
as the most abandoned r sex, a sup-

d make her faint,

position which alon, ¢ fai
but would not i %her to cover herseit.
Riding, 4%% larly in a small carriage

@

4
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called a droski, is a fav arhusement
at this place ; the dro %nemlly drawn
by one horse, aiid §Sgery low, with a seat
for one person o side, between the fore

and hind w and another for the driver
in front; very dangerous from the
narro s of the axle, however the wheels

are low? the seats are placed in a most

iable manner, the parties sitting back
8 back ; but in some of these carriages
they extend from the fore to the hind
wheels, in the shape of a form covered and
stuffed, and the riders sit a-straddle upon
them as close as they can, one behind an-
other. In these machines they drive about
at a great rate, sometimes drawn by three
horses a-breast, and the two off horses
being trained to an amble, while the mid-
dle one trots, the effect is very pretty.

Slavery is carried here to an amazing
pitch. It is nothing uncommon to see one
man lord of ten, nay, even twenty thou-
sand of his fellow creatures, of whom he

Q2
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disposes as he would of the cattle on his
grounds; some of them indeed cannotbe
sold, but along with the land they culti-
vate; they are often exposed in the market
for sale, like sheep, and being the indispu-
table property of their purchaser in every
respect, are treated as slaves or concubines,
as circumstances direct, with this shame-
ful addition, that ¢ all children of slaves
are slaves;” and it is nothing uncommon
for a Muscovite, after he becomes tired of
his female slave, to sell her and all the
children he has had by her. Sometimes
a generous man may give his favourite he

liberty, and send her, with her offsprin

his estate; but of this piece of generesity,
trifling as it is, very few instance, I

I am not much acquaint @h the laws
in Russia, respecting t unishment of
roprietors must

slaves, but I believeyt

be answerable fo& lives ; and that in

cases of cru% eir complaint will be
¢

heard befor% vil magistrate. The male

QS’
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slaves are, more or less, @ call of the

state; and after some service, if they
have behaved we@:ure their liberty
as a reward. 6

The R s carry the enjoyment of the
table t@ greater excess than I ever saw in
anywh r country, What bad to me a

y & curious appearance was, that in sum-
er, a course of hot meats, and another
of iced meats of the same kind, were served
together ; they have cold and warm soup;
the cold may to a Russian palate be very
excellent, but it is a luxury in which I
would rather be excused indulging. Their
cookery is in general to be commended ;
they have good materials, and their cooks
are mostly from other countries. Their
repast in the drawing room is another of
their ridiculous customs: this, which is
given immediately before dinner, consists
of articles of a salt, relishing nature, ac-
companied by wines and cordials; drams
of a stronger kind are also introduced.
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Some of the company now and then forget
they have to dine afterwards, and by way
of securing themselves, play a round game
with their knives and forks; neither is it
thought any thing remarkable to see a per-
son go into the dining room “ half seas over.”

Their common drink is something like
our small beer, it is called quash, and is
made by pouring hot water upon rye-bread;
this is left to ferment, and soon producesa
drink, at first disagreeable, but afterwards
very grateful to the palate. They have

also beer, but it is very bad; mead of a%v

good quality is the beverage of some of
better sort of people.

The Russians consume a gr @ntity
of tea ; itis used in every fa ﬁand they
certainly have the best w is drank in

Europe ; it is said to (?much of its fla-
vour by water carrj he fine tea which
they drink in R Jis called the flower of

tea, and is brq%g by land by the Chinese

Q,
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merchants, who come to %irs, and
here exchange it for ot icles used in
their country. I w %cb pleased with
the Russian tea- nd think them well
contrived ; tt @e made of brass, and are
of various @a, like those in Great Bri-
tain; in"place of an iron heater, they

have 9gng tubes, into which live charcoal

is pub; from small holes in the bottom of
.t&ube, it draws air, and keeps the water
constantly boiling; and the charcoal being
well burnt before the urn is brought into the
room, has no bad smell.
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LETTER XIX.

Journey to Odessa— Kebitka.—Cherson.—
Curriages with wounded soéliers.— Rus-
sian Police.

Odessa, July, 1805

I savr adieu to my friends at Taganrock,

and set out for this city in a Kebitka, which%v

I was obliged to purchase, to convey
hither, the post carriages being too -
able and too open for the prosec f so
long a journey, determined )ﬁ; to
push on without stopping, &to change
horses. @

Travelling in % is perhaps as rea-
sonable and as ditious as in any other
country. Hél finished my stay at Ta-

«23'
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ganrock, and no water §1Q'ance present-

ing itself, I was und necessity of pro-
ceeding to Ode land, a journey of
about a thous ersts, through a coun-
try ill peo and as ill cultivated, by a
road o ch no inns are to be found,
and e resting place but the carriage you
traﬂ'in; on this account you must fur-
ish yourself with provisions for the whole
ourney, a very great inconvenience in
summer time, as it takes nearly a week
to complete it. I had, however, some salt
provisions, which I kept until the very
last, and without starving, arrived safely.
I found a small quantity of shrub, made
from Lobon’s receipt, an excellent compa-
nion, as it renders the water a safe drink,
which might otherwise be dangerous.

I must describe to you my kebitka,
which I assure you I found wonderfully
better than my fears at starting would
allow me to suppose it would be. This
kebitka ran on four wheels, and had no
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springs: I found the body of it just long
enough for my sea matrass, which I
laid in it with all my bed cloaths. I had
a large cushion, upon which I sat during
the day, and which served as a bolster at
night, for I lay down as if in bed, and once
or twice took all my clothes off. Nothing
on a long journey is so comfortable as
undressing, and now and then plunging
into the rivers in your course, which 1
sometimes did.

My friends at Taganrock used all their
endeavours to dissuade me from setting
out, thinking the fatigue would be to
much for me, but I have been so lon
customed to travelling, and all the &
veniences attendant thereon, th
apprehensions myself; I ed the
journey in six days. A ek captain
who prided himself m; whm his strength,
and on his dexterit&vglling and pro-
curing horses, for this place three

days before m% %overtook him two. posts
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e, although
y on the road.

from hence, worn out b
he had rested himse

particular t of the country over
which I t it was, in general, un-
cultiyafeds and uninhabited; abounding

with ‘game of different sorts, remarkably

ed:

Cherson appeared by moonlight to be

40
0 a handsome city, with some good build-

ings and wide streets: I was detained here
an hour or two for horses, they being
all taken up for the courier who was ex-
pected, but upon my producing a letter
of introduction to the Duc de Richelieu,
and using some threats in case of my longer
detention, I with difficulty obtained what
I wanted.

About a day’s journey from Odessa, 1
passed nearly thirty carriages, drawn by
four horses each; on a near approach to
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them I discovered that they contained
wounded soldiers who were coming from
Corfu, and that they belonged to the
military hospital. They were built like
the close coaches of this country, but of
rude materials: the covering seemed to be
of painted canvas.

The meeting with these carriages ex-
cited some pleasing ideas: it was gratifying
to see the poor fellows who had been
wounded in the cause of their country,
so well taken care of, and so comfortably
transported : I fancy they had been landed

at Odessa. &@

In some things the police in is
very strict: you can have no orses
without first producing y: ssport,

which is enrolled in the? book, and
by this means, any one,who is running
away, or otherwise pting to conceal
himself, may ¢ vered with ease.

QS’
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Odessa. %sztuatwn — Port. — Popula-

Buzldmgs — Amusements.— Duc

de’ Richeliew.—Merchants.—~Imports.—
anhabztants — Port of Sevastople.

Odessa, July 1805.

ODE%A the favorite city of its tutelar,
his grace the Duc de Richelieu, is plea-
santly situated near the head of a bay, and
between the rivers Dneiper and Dneister:

government has spared no expense to ren-
der it a safe and commodious port: they
have formed a harbour in which ships of
no small burthen may ride secure from
every storm.- They are now, at an im-
mense cost, building a mole or key which
extends nearly half a werst into the sea;
this when finished, will be of considerable
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utility, as ships will be enabled to load
from the carts, instead of lighters, the
mode pursued at present, which is both
expensive and less safe. Besides this
grand mole, they have built several smaller
ones, and others have been projected,
which are now also going on: here is a fine
Lazaretto placed in an airy situation, and
a deposit house where goods may lie
eighteen months without paying duty, and
if then found unsaleable, may be re-shipped
on the payment of a trifling charge. The
roads without the port are safe in summer,

ral hnndred ships are riding in them, waj

ing for cargoes.
O

The city of Odessa has exis &celv
four years; the population i ady up'-
wards of ten thousand, is daily in-
creasing. The hous a@v magazines are
very good ; they l&built of a kind of
free-stone, and % wn being formed
upon a plan, ¥ at present fine streets,

«25'
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and the anchorage good; at present seve- %v
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which in a few years wi Qinished. The

shops are commodi nd well stocked
rticle, the produce

with every neces?
both of this, n@ istant countries. The
market pl ?large, and is filled during
the sum months with every species of
the v@mble kind. The streets are wide,
hutxo'm the infant state of the city, are
yet unpaved; this makes them very dis-
greeable, both from the dust in dry wea-
ther, and the mud in wet. Not a tree is
to be seen for many miles, owing, it is said,
to the blighting winds which blow at times,
to the destruction of every plant and tree
unprotected from them. Small gardens,
sheltered by walls, now begin to be
formed, and shrubs make their appear-
ance, formerly unknown in this country.

Odessa is become the summer residence
of the Polish nobility, who repair hither
in crowds to enjoy sea-bathing. The
places of publie diversion are by no means
contemptible; they havea small theatre at
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present, and one much larger is building:
there are also balls twice or thrice a week ;
both these amusements are well attended,
The Polish nobility are very gay, the
ladies in general lively and pretty.

The duke, so deservedly the favourite
of every one from the czar to the beggar,
arrived only the day previous to my de-
parture, so that I had not an opportunity
to be introduced to him. I saw him,
however, at the theatre and at a ball the
same evening; he is tall and thin, but
well proportioned ; his countenance indi-
cates penetration, and his manners are pr.
possessing; he appears to be about foty?
five years of age. The palace o d
by this illustrious emigrant is hut$mall ;
much inferior in size and gation to
many of the houses inl d by the
mercantile part of the nmunity, who
live under his gov nt. The deputy
governor of th is an Englishman,
a General ngl who was formerly a

«25'
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merchant at N'éples, an then es-
teemed the handsomv@n in the two
Sicilies. &2,

The merc who reside i Odessa
are much ¢ respectable than those of
Tagan @ they are formed of people
from &e’ry country : two English houses
ar@s’tablished here, but the principal
paft are Germans and Italians; their houses

re respectable and in good credit. These
merchants are very hospitable; they carry
on an amazing trade, it is supposed that,
this year, oue thousand ships will be
loaded in the port of Odessa. Wheat
may be said to be the only export article ;
it is very far inferior to that of Taganrock,
being soft wheat, the produce of Polonea,
it is much more perishable, being apt to
heat. They export also a few other ar-
ticles, which I have mentioned as the
produce of Taganrock; from thence they
are brought hither.

VOL. I R
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The imports here are trifling; they are
of the same sort as those carried to Ta-
gantock; some of the ships from Italy
bring a few pieces of wrought marble,
and most of the Malta vessels come bal-
lasted with Malta stone, which is some-
what like a hard chalk, and is used for
flagging low houses and magazines.

The inhabitants are very hospitable,
and pay great attention to strangers.
Being recommended to several of the first
houses, I met with every possible civility,
and received from them unreservedly a
the information they could give me
mercantile nature, the obtaining of,
you know, had induced me to un
voyage. Besides Christians, % ws form
a large part of the pop ; they are
from Polonea, and the esses are by
far the prettiest Is Q&s I ever saw in
any country; t mostly fair-com-
plexioned ; @re fond of Christians,

and are facéle s virtuous than others of

QS’
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their religion, whom I %Qlad an op-

portunity of seeing; are even So
partial to the R , that we might

conclude they objection to swine’s
flesh. ?

Th Nt of Sevastople lies at no great
distance from Odessa, being at the west
end'of the Crimea: I had no occasion to
visit it, but from report it has a very fine

driven there by stress of weather.

é arsenal, commodious and safe. No mer-
chant ship is allowed to go in, unless

Having now procured all the informa-
tion I wanted, and finding a Maltese vessel
about to sail for Constantinople, I have
resolved to put myself on board of her.

rR?
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EETTER XX1.

Voyage.—Black Sea.~—Danger of entering
the Channel of Constantinople.~Fish.—
Joubert.

Buyukdery, August, 1803.

I save again the pleasure of addressing
you from the neighbourhood of Constan- $

tinople, where I arrived last night aft
passage of four days.
O
The first day after we sailed, e had a
fine leading wind, and got ﬁay on
our voyage; we were a-breast of
the Danube, when a ¢ ry wind, which
increased to a destroyed all our

hopes of a qui sage; added to this,
our vessel &ld, crazy, and heavily

QS’
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lasted a
pumps going,

laden; during the gale
whole day, we keépt
and, as she labour, y much, we had
enough ado her free, and were
not without ehensions of her foun-
dermg é

Thxawgatlon of the Black Sea is dan-
's; it isnarrow,and so many large rivers
%embo"ue themselves at this end of it, .
that the currents are strong and various;
we were also running down a lee-shore,
and the weather was so thick, that a
Russian frigate was within hail of us
before we saw either her or a large fleet
under her convoy. It is not improbable,
that this sea may have received its
name from the hazy weather which pre-
vails in it, and from the danger attending
its navigation. Making the land for the
channel or canal of Constantinople is par-
ticularly dangerous; every year ships are
The mountains are all so much
alike, that it is difficult to determine which
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of them is at the entrance, until you are
within a very few miles of the coast ; then
with a fair wind you are on a lee shore
with a lee current, and if you make a
mistake, destruction is almost inevitable.
The Turks have two light houses at the
entrance ; but, unless you see them be-
fore sun-set, they are of little use. In
the forests on its borders, great quantities
of charcoal are made, and the lights from
it bewilder, and often mislead, the un-
happy mariner.

The Black Sea abounds with fish, but Aé
it is a false assertion, that none of a

structive nature are to be found in j &§)
have seen thousands of porpoi % nd
some sword fish. The wate $ most
fresh, ouly a little brackish how can
it be otherwise, when 1t only like a

reservoir, into which ?ﬁny large rivers
empty themselves. o%

ores are little known;

£

¢
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it is said the inhabitant Qsad barba-
rians, and put to %the unhappy
mortals who are ked upon their
coasts ; but thi perhaps be only the
bugbear ance and pusillanimity :

of @l
few ever \/@hese shores wilfully. This

sprinv,&deed, a French emissary (Jou-
bert)Ms sent by his master (Bonaparte)
i ersia by this route, to stir up her
ptinces against Britain; he went from
Constantinople to Trebisonda; so careful
was Bonaparte that this should be kept
cecret, that he ordered to be published
his arrival at Bukharest, Vienna, and
Paris, in company with another of his
emissaries, a Venetian, named Francini,

* Joubert was for many months supposed to be
lost, and his family at Paris were under the greatest
apprehensions for his safety : even when I left Con-
stantinople, in June 1806, no accounts had been
heard of him, and a credit which was opened for him
with a respectable banking house in that city had not

been used. .
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who acted on a former occasion, not far
distant, as a spy at Vienna; but it was
known at Constantinople the week after
their outset, that they separated at the

mouth of the channel, the one for Varna.

and the other for Trebisonda. The better
to cover the deceit, it was promulgated
at Constantinople, that Joubert came on
a secret mission to Selim the Sultan, and
that he had a private audicnce with him
at the Kiosk on the canal; it was asserted,
that he asked a present for his master,
which the officers of state refused, unless
an equivalent was given in return; this
was agreed to by Rufine, the charge
affaires, and a box set with dia

was sent to Bonaparte. This re 7as
quite current at Constantmo e,\ but re-

specting the truth of it & say no-
thing,

&
&
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"I‘rade--Arhc/es of Import=—0f
mmerce in genera’.— Decline of Com-

merce in Turkey. — Causes of it.—
Brolers.

Port.

Constantinople, 1805,

I ssare now indulge myself by giving
you an account of the commerce of this
capital, which I have so long promised
you.

The port of Constantinople, and indeed
the whole «f the canal, from the mouth
of the Hellespont to the entrance of the
Black Sea, is filled with the ships of differ-
ent nations, which are obliged to stop here
for two reasons,—first, going into the



250

Black Sea for a bill of health, and on
returning to take a tescare, or order, to
pass the castle at the Dardanelles: not-
withstanding the commerce of Constanti-
nople is nothing, comparatively speaking,
to what it appears to be; it is true, that
many of the ships going into the Black
Sea bring some trifling articles to this city,
yet very few indeed come entirely loaded
to her port.

LETTER XXI1I.

But although the trade of Constanti-
nople is limited, when compared with
that of Smyrna, it is far better to prosecute
on account of the difference both in ti
payments and the returns; in Smy }S
for many articles it rarely happe t
you can get the amount of yot %ount
in less than two or even 1?& years,
although the goods are nomigdlly sold at
a credit of three or si @ﬂ.hs; whereas,
in Constantinople, % a sale be made
at three months, e the end of six you

may in genemqe end on payment; add

QS’
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offering no
a settlement in
in good bills of ex-
myrna it is seldom
that-funds e withdrawn but in pro-
duce, on Which, in general, the loss far
sur “&the fine profits you had flattered
with in making your sales.

to this, that Constanti
article of return, yo
cash, which is re
change ; but

yours
[ ]

.
Mt is the interest of the factors to con-
tinue this mode of remitting, and to re-
commend it at all times; it is also that of
the possessors of produce to make their
payments in kind : it is the interest of the
factor, as by this means he draws for the
most part a kind of triple commission—
one for the sale of the articles imported,
another for the purchase which he makes
of produce, and a third from the holder
of that produce, for the disposal of it to
his foreign correspondents; and it is also
the interest of the holder to barter his
goods for European ones, particularly
British, as by this means he is exempted
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from the necessity of sending his goods
into our market, or of coming thither
himself to make his choice of the staples
and manufactures of the country.

The principal articles of import trade
at Constantinople are the following: Tin,
tin plates, shalloons, cloth, cotton goods,
cotton yarn, indigo, cochineal, dye woods,
pepper, vitriol, rum, sugar, arms, cutlery,
watches, jewels, rabbit skins, glass, and
furniture of all descriptions.

Tin has for a length of time been a
standing article in Turkey. The T.url\s

make great use of tinned dishes, an
large proportion of their current 1 ‘&
is deeply alloyed with that m

consumption of tin for one y Con-
stantinople, is about four hundyed barrels:

the price fluctuates, b i??s one of the
safest articles. In & the kintal of
forty-four okes, e o an English cwt.,
was worth fro to 170 piastres: the

QS’
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consumption is more or Qccord'mg to
the quantity wanted ernment, and
the price is in so gree regulated by
the same rule. o

7”.&‘“ ,

Tin pl have not a very extensive

,
u
b.‘
|
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sale, dhree hundred boxes may be g M

equal y the demand, and the price is

precarious ; at one time this yaaﬁ/?z

lt was 250 piastres the pair of boxes, and

at another, it was difficult to procure more 7 , .

than 155 for them. This article is used
chiefly for water-copduits and kitchen

Z : uansllm Lylerl M/

‘ 7 Shalloons have been for ages in great

demand here ; they are much made use of
in the dress of the orientals: the consump-
tion has, however, decreased considerably ;
only two hundred bales are disposed of in
ayear. Shalloons formerly yielded a great
profit, but this, like that on all other
British articles, is now but small; the
price is regulated according to the quality :

>

-
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this year it has run from 55 to piastres
per piece. g, Mg’ ﬂ%
% 5Th has a very extemwe sale ; many

/-Jmndn:d baies are annually made use of],
S .

< principally the manufacture of France and

Germany.  Scarcely forty bales of British

lothé:e sold ina yjdr o é
o /‘cfg;-r%ense quantities of muslins are con-

ysumed here, but of these, only a small
~proportion are British; those from India

oy and Germany .have the greatest sale, and Vy
| are broupht into the market on much

<

\

| 1ore reasonable terms than the Briti Q)
y‘zamanuﬁlcturer can find it convenie &

./ send his goods upon. Manchest "q

re but little used in Cong %)ple

Printed cottons for furniture a e use of

”'d. by all classes, theretore the cobsumption is
great,but a considerabl Wtity is printed
Wé in the country; chu@%ith large flowers
are preferred ; urks have a great

ﬂ“é aversion to ﬁg% :

patterns ; seersuckers

2.6"— ‘% Ingia: nghams are wEm both by Z
£ plo—

k

A\
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Qummer; seer-

ange stripes are

males and females in
suckers with br:

those the mosts
Cotto@ﬁs an article which it would

appear fill"Very lately the British factors
kn'{n&tttle or nothing about. The con-
su%‘lon of cotton twist amounts in one

ar to S00 bales and upwards, producing
on a just calculation, about £100,000.
sterling, all of which is spun in Great
Britain, but has been supplied by way of
Germany, either through Triest, or by the
Danube. Formerly the yarn used in Con-
stantinople and its environs to a considera-
ble distance, was sent from India ; at pre-
sent they are supplied in the way I have
mentioned ; and our factors, who having
probably imbibed from the Turks the
principle of no innovation, never think
of recommending any thing but * tin,
tin plates, loaf sugar, shalloons, and in-
digo, which for many years have left a
very handsome profit in our market,” now
perceive to their astonishment that the

-8
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immense quantity of cotton yarn used
in Constantinople, is actuaily British ma-
nufacture, and that in spite of all their
parsimonious laws, the Greeks receive via
Germany !!

The demand for this article is increasing
daily, from the great numbers of silk
stuffs manufactured in the capital, all of
which are wefted with cotton twist; these
silk stuffs are very pretty, and are often
flowered with gold and silver; they are in
general made by Armenians, and are worn
by most of the Levantines in Turkey.

Indigo is an article in almost uni@

use in this country from the grea
ber of blue dresses worn here, partigularly

by the Greek and Armenian subjcets; the
consumption at Constantindple in one
year is reckoned at 350 ge

ns; the price
fluctuates according

quantity in the
market, and the ty of the indigo;
this year it w

34 to 40 piastres per

N

g
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oke: that from St. Domihfe/is preferred

to all others. Q

Cochineal is dye much used; and

the quantit here may be estimated
at 60 ban&mually ; its price is always

high“d&ng war time, at present it is from %

65 tM piastres per oke; in peace it is
5 lower.

e consumption of dye woods here is

E not very considerable ; about 500 kintals,

principally of that of Campeachy, are sold
here annually ; the price is from 25 to 35

piastres per kintal.

Pepper, though it has not a very exten-
sive sale, has been frequently a profit-
able branch of trade; the quantity pur-
chased in this metropolis is said to be about
500 kintals in a year, but sometimes when
it is wanted for the markets of the Black

B

4

-+ Sea ports, ‘a-great déal’'more is sold ; the o

VOL. I. S
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Armenians having brought largequantities 7 % The consumption of s @q considera-~

Ao ‘lo the Levant, the price is hereby consi- _ ble; about 150 hog § of l(;af and

{ % dembly reduced; it now runs from two about four tlmeb% antity of it, raw
and a halfto 3 piastre oke. and powdcred % Id in ayear. The

ep< o Mw price this s for loaf sugar is from 150

land; enly about 160 bottles are consumed mw&l powdered are preferred to hogs;
in the year, and the price is at present s, as are also those containing smal

W abou& five piaggres per ol:e M\ ‘es from three to seven pounds of re-
ﬁw fined sugar.
W ﬂ'Rum has of late become a tolerable arti«

Z cle of commerce on account of the trade
with Russia, to which market great quan

Vltrxol is also but a small article of to 170 piasifes per kintal, and fox.‘ l:a\\.v
A trade ; the supply used to come from Hol- from 1040 140: cases of that which is

Arms and cutlery are sold toa great

amount, but it is impossible for me to

Mies of it are sent; about 100 punch give you an idea to wi]hat iht:')n:n E:er:y
may be sold yearly; the newer it i e articles of this kind having be = ‘i
Wbetter for this trade, in which Qlich made on the contme}r)ltd tl})letBlrl ltttllse shire
4{15 hot and fiery has the pref : but a for some time past Aab tliff)ooo e

few puncheons of old Ja re needed in supplying them. ou

be all the English arms
4“*“") «Jfor the use of the Europ : the price of are reckoned to be a

and cutlery that have been sold here.

A aceotnt of the new#toops raised by
s2
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the Sultan, ordinary pistols made in the
Turkish taste, eighteen inches long in the
barrel, would fetch at present a considera-
ble price.

Watches form a considerable branch of
the trade here; about 15,000 are sold annu-
ally.  Formerly English watches were the
only ones worn in Turkey, and the Turks
having once conceived a good opinion of a
thing, seldom alter it, so that those made
by Perigolt, Markham, and Prior, were
bought readily, and at great prices ; now
the works of those eminent watchmakers

are imitated at Geneva, and in every tc@)

on the continent where watches are
Being of inferior workmanship, a se-

quently cheaper, they have run” away

with the trade to such a @ that the

sale of those really ma y Perigolt,

Markham, and Pri w!s diminished to

only 300 per 3@ ; still, however,

these maint‘aié.@ r higher price than
&
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the counterfeits, Prior’s tho]esale
being from 110 to 120 s each silver

watch. é

The dealer. ﬁ)‘]ewellery, particularly
the British, e taste and workmanship

give thewtest satisfaction, have found
'l urkey'arf immense source of riches: to
th idea of the extent of the trade in
%s would be impossible, but it is
reat, and very profitable. “Watches, dag-
gerc boxes, and other things, mounted

with diamonds and pearls, are daily sold
to a considerable amoyat. - ,7‘4. Wp“’
P 3 S pEoesye

Of late, some French and Genoese who
have studied the British taste, have done

L

great injury to her trade in jewellery, . g

and the Armenians, who are in general

cunning workmen in gold, have now

also learned to set and enamel with much

neainess.,
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Rabbit skins I have mentioned, but they
scarcely deserve it; they are usid a good
deal by the jews and lower class of inha-
bitants for lining to their pelisses. With
attention, the trade in them may in time
become more considerable; at presentonly
about 20,000 are used in a year, averaging
in price two piastres per skin; the light
grey and deep black are preferred to all
others. *

The Furopeans in the Levant, and in-
deed the Levantines themselves, run much
upon English furniture, and from all ap-
pearances it may be calculated that
large quantity might be sold” ann
I would recommend secondl han i-
ture, consisting of chairs, tables, eaus,
chests of drawers, a few writj ﬁsks and
the like; in all probabili ey would

yield a handsome proﬁa Qﬂhe speculator,

but I would advise only to fill up a

&
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vessel with, which mi erwise lie
on the birth &r a fr

time. ~ ,’IM

Crystal is no small amount., b.ut
chief;};t at hemia ; now that it ;:- |lr:-
i t: igh,

trod e&Enghsh glass comes too hig

but stiltfrom its beauty, and other (.;u:lh
Y5 little of it is sold to the higher

ranks. The trade between Constantino
ple and Great Britain has diminished won-

derfully indeed. Twmc&;ﬁﬂ Z

the empire is dwindling away daily.

ly of the Turkish government i3

inci eason of the decline of com-
merce in the S te/‘

It is worthy of remark, that at :a})en;:’(ll‘
not far distant, they had many :utlc esn o
exportation, of which they | 1:;:" s
scarcely a sufficiency to supp y e
wants; silk, for instance, Was once po

ora%:h of/
- T
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ed in considerable quantities, at present
hardly enough is to be found for the manu-
f?ctoriws in_the country, and that is at six
tmfes more than its former price. Every
article of exportation has fallen ofi, the
few which remain are raised to such prices
as to render exporting them almost a cer-
tain loss.  This proceeds, in a great mea-
sure, from the extortion of the Agas, or
governors of provinces, and from the ex-
port goods bemg farmed by the rich de-
stroyers of the state, who of course pay
themselves a most miserable price, and
prohibit the sale to any one else.  Silk is

at present farmed by the Reis Effendi, or
minister of foreign affairs, &

The necessaries of life are likewi@k,
and raised to an exorbitant being
also farmed in every branc&)lv the
great and the opulent have any

thing good, and man 0se necessaries
are brought from ountries to that,

QS’

N
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which, with a good gove Qand a lit-
tle attention, might b ranary of the
rest. At present @mhce are so bur-
thened and distress®d that they are cramp-
ed in all the@ns, and have no spirit
for enterprise™eft. It is heart-breaking to
see onég’fsﬁv finest countries in the world
in a state’of ruin and decay; villages depo-
Seed; fruitful fields lying waste, the
ichest pastures unstocked, the mulberry
cut down for fire wood, and the vine left to

gain a scanty pittance by his labour, the
tythes being exacted with rigour, and the
produce farmed at prices no cultivator can
afford; the husbandman of many articles
raises now only the quantity necesssary to
pay his tythes, forit isa maxim with the
Aga and his people to make no allowance
for a bad year; you have once paid tythes
of an hundred, and if the year following
you shouid have but that hundred, it must
be his: he will listen to no reason that is

%.0 grow wild ; the husbandman is unable to

against his interest.
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The English trade in the Levant being
a kind of monopoly, this circumstance
may tend to cramp it; but as it is a mo-
nopoly of which every subject in Britain
may become a partaker, by paying the sum
of £20 sterling, it may be said to do no
injury to the people of that country, ex-
cepting that it prevents the inhabitants of
Turkey from becoming speculators in the
British markets, and as they enjoy this li-
berty with other countries, they naturally
prefer them; this also gives these countries
another a'dvantage, as the Levantines go
into their markets, their manufactories

become adapted to their taste and

fashion. @
But I impute the falling off of de

at Constantinople, greatly to ant of

enterprise in our factors :
tent to jog on in their o
general a sufficient in
do, and leave the

ey Jseem con-

, finding in
from what they
sion of trade, and

>
M

ﬂoco TANTIN
toe s

the intr uétlon of new a

certdlnly a gre: <
every man from two to four Jew

brokers whose hands their affairs ar
ennrel;&mrusted The broker receiv
t ods when they arrive, the broker
ells, the broker delivers, the broker re=
ceives the payment: in short, the broker
does every thing; the factor sits in hls
counting house, or retires for the half o
the week into the country :

or his clerk, and on post day, which ha

pens twice a month, he writes his letters,
He seldom enter= his magazines, and as fi
those who deal with him he kuows the
not from Adam, excepting by mere acci~
dent. All depends upon the broker; and
if he should chance to be a rogue, which
is not aeldom the wse, the specm of sales

whack to its prosperity s

i the few entne7
he has to make, are made either by himsel

w
%f‘;
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that he makes may be easily conceived,

as also the use to which he converts the

money he receives, in a country like

Turkey, where it is worth one per cent.
~a month, and is daily borrowed for as

ghort @ period ; this may also account for
. the tardy payments made to Levant mer-
chants and speculators.

“*This is an evil which it is almost next to
an impossibility to eradicate. These brokers
are in general qualified to speak inall the
languages used in the Levant, of which the
factors are ignorant, at least some of them ;
and in cases of need, the brokers actas in-
terpreters: most of the sales are conducte

in Spanish or Turkish, particularly if l&
tween two Jews, which is gener%‘%c

case, as the buyer has also his r to
treat for him.

ever, might
a factor be dis:

One absurd custo
«sily be done away

«25'

CONSTANTINOPLE.

pleased or dissatisfied wi
and wish to turn him

ficult business,
of the Jew,
are conclu
will 1 r&elose the villainy of each othetb
no other® Jew will enter into his service;
orableast, he who is turned off will de-

rﬁnd of his successor the half of his

| v é brokerage for life.
| O

v
&‘&f

e —

The brokers at Constantinople are an
opulent body of men, and instances are not
rare of a factor being saved from bank-
ruptcy by the interference of his broker.

Besides the lucrative situation of broker
to a respectable house, most of these men
are merchants both in wholesale and retail
with the advantage of bringing into the

market the best of goods, and, in genem.l,
upon better terms than others, by what is






